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passed another place it has been subjected to
elose serutiny by auctionering firms and
others, and it has been found that therc are
one or two provisions that need to be in-
serted. For instance, it is intended to re-
enact the old provisions for holding auction
sales at night. The sale by anction of wool
in Western Avstralia is likely to become an
important matter, and it iz customary to
hold these sales at night, There is also need
for some provision for auctioneers to aet on
behaif of firms. When the second reading
is carried I shall place on the Notice Paper
the several amendments T have indieated
and which have arisen chiefly out of the
¢lose scrutiny of the Bill by auctioneering
firma and others since the Bill was first

brought in. I move—
That the Bill be now read a vecond time.
Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM

{North) [6.0]: I have given the Bill a
good deal of attention and from the num-
Yer of amendments which the Leader of the
House proposes to move, I am surprised that
the Treasurer, when he introduced the mea-
sure in another place, did not secure the
opinions of those interested in the business,
to a greater extent than he did. Several
amendments are to be submitted so that-the
Bill may be made more workable. These
amendments I will not go into now, especi-
ally as they have been to some extent ad-
verted to by the Leader of the House. But,
generally, I think the Bill will be a good one
by the time it is finished. Without going
mto further details, I have pleasure in sop-
porting the second reading.

On motion by Hon. J. J. Holmes, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.2 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RATES,SPAYM.ENT AT
M .

Mr. O’LOGHLEN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is he aware that the Murray
Road Board has levied rates on the occupiers
of the eottages at the railway mill at Dwel-
lingup, 2, Isit a fact that similar rates levied
at Holyoake have been paid by the State Saw-
mills Department? 3, Ts he aware that the
whole of the rates levied at Pemberton and
Manjimup Sawmills are paid by the State
Sawmills Department? 4, As the provision
of cottages and huts is 2 condition of employ-
ment and such rates are paid by all private
sawmillers, will the Minister make the ncees-
sary provision?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Railwuys) replied: 1, Yes. 2,
No, but an agreement has been recently made
to pay on cottages from which revenue is
derived. 3, Yes, on cottages from which re-
venue ig derived. 4, The provision of cottages
and huts is not a condition of employment in-
asmeuch as occupation is optional to employees.
Arrangements have been made to pay the
rates on cottages from which revenue i3 de-
rived.

QUESTION—-ABORIGINAL PRISCNERS,
EMPLOYMENT.

My, WILLCOCK asked the Colonial See-
retary: 1, Is be aware that the road board at
Broome is employing aborigingl prison labour
for the construction of a water pipe line at
Broome where there is ample white labour
available? 2, Is this in aecord with the Gow-
ernment’s policy? 3, In any ease, will he give
instructions for discontinuance of the em-
ployment of prisoners while men are seeking
employment ¥
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, The latest return, which ig for the month
of October, shows thut, among other jobs,
some wWork was being done on trenching a
pipe track., 2, The work of aboriginal pris-
oners in North-West gaols is, under certain
eonditions, made available to loeal authorities.
The nature and loeality of the work is ar-
ranged between the gaolers and the local au-
thorities. This hay been the policy of all suc-
cessive Governments, 3, No; it is necessary
that the prisoners be employed.

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY, MT.

MONGER.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (for )Mr. Munsie) asked
the Miniser for Mines: 1, What has been the
total cost to the Government for providing
water at Mt Monger—(a) sinking of the
dam; (b} boring for water; (e) deepening the
water shaft; (d) laying and relaying the pipe
lines; (e) any other costs incurred? 2, What
would be the approximate cost of laying
the 5in. main from Boorara to M¢t. Monger, a
distance of 21 miles? .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Mines) replied: 1, (a) Approxi-
mately £2,500, fresh water tank. (b) £181,
salt water for battery. (¢) By contract, £260.
(d) Pipe lines and pump equipment, £2,015,
including gas engine and producer. (e) Pas-
toralists’ tanks was leased from Mr. Creedon,
£1,000 cash and £3 per day rent—&765. Total,
£1,763; Caretaker’s wagea, £128 13s. 4d.;
Total, £1,803 13s. 4d.; Reveoue ecollected,
£38 158. 6d.; Total, £1,854 17s, 10d. (2) The
distance is 24 miles, Estimate, £41,000.

QUESTION—RETRENCHMENT AXND
ECONOMY.

Mr, PICKERING (for Mr. A. Thomson)
asked the Premier: 1, Has his atiention been
called to a paragraph which appeared in the
““West Australian’’ of the 22nd instant, de-
tailing a considerable amount saved in the
Dominion of New Zealand by means of re-
trenchment and economies, and also the pro-
posal made therein by the Prime Minister for
an all-round 10 per cent. reduction of salar-
iea? 2, In view of the condition of the
State’s finances, will he consider a like pro-
posal?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, String-
ent economies have already been adopted in
departments. Further economies can only be
effected by cetting out services. Expendi-
ture by this State for the year is estimated
to be—(a) on administrative: salaries
£260,009, wages £124,159, total £384,168;
(b) on domestic: salaries £506,211, wages
£218,146, total £724,357; (c) publie utilities:
salaries £387,834, wagea £1,593,386, total
£1,081,220, Total: salaries £1,154,054, wages
£1,935,691, prand total £3,080,745. In proc-
tically all cases the wages are fixed by Arbi-
tration Court awards, and the salaries are
governed by the dec¢ision of Appeal Boards.

_was as follows:— 'Will he cause
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QUESTIONS (2)—RAILWAYS.
Shunter’s Death at Merredin.

Mr, MANXY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Is he aware that the replies of the
Commissioner for Railways to my questions
¢n 22nd inst., re the death of shunter Joseph
Jackson at Merredin are incomplete? 2, Im
view of the reply of the Commisgioner that
the evidenee available was not conclusive
that Jackson’s injuries were cansed through
decensed s fopt being caught in the points at
Merredin station, will he instruct the Com-
missioner to have the necessary inquiries
made by a competent officer with a view of
establishing counclusively the cause of the
death of shunter Jackson, as there are num-
erouy witnesses available and in a position
to prove conclusively how the accident oec-
curred? 3, Will he cause the Commissioner
to give a more direct reply to my question,
which was as follows:—‘‘Will he cause to
be issued to shunters in the Perth yard and
other busy centres safety boots with elastic
gides in order to prevent a recurrence of a
stmilar aceident’’? 4, Will he instruct the
Commissioner to reply to my queation, which
instrue-
tions to be published compelling shunters to
wear safety boots when on duty’’{

The PREMIER (for the Minister for Rail-
ways) replied: 1, The replies of the Commis-
gsioner of Railways were not ineomplete. 2,
A departmental inquiry has already been held
by three competent officers, viz., the District
Traffic Superintendent, the Resident En-
gineer, and the Distriet Locomotive Superin-
tendent, who have been unable to establish
conclusively the cause of the accident. There
are not numerous witnesses in a position to
prove conclusively how the accident ¢ecurred,
ag it was not witnessed by any person. 3, Tt
it not intended to issue boots to shunters, as
it is not the funetion of the department to
do so, nor is such done on any railway sys-
tem in the Commonwealth, neither is the
practice known to exist elsewhere, 4, It is
not proposed to compel shunters to wear any
particular type of boot. The Commissioner
has, however, issued a notification to the
staff pointing out the desirability of those
who engage in shunting operations wearing
elastic side boots, in the interests of their
own safety; also that he is prepared to en-
deavour to arrange for such boots to be sup-
plied at a special rate, as was done formerly
-—if there is sufficient demand for them.

Coal Bozres Shortage.

Mr. O’LOGHLEXN (for Mr, Wilson) asked
the Premier: 1, Ts he aware that the s.s.
‘'Garvet’’ cancelled on 14th November an
order for 400 tons of coal, owing to the in-
ability of the Railway Department to supply
coal hoxes? 2, Ts he aware that a sum equal
to £750 was thereby lost to the State for all
time? 3, Ts he aware that there are over
200 miners unemployed at Collie for want
of trade? 4, Will he take steps to have the
complaint above referred to remedied and so
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provide some work for unemployed miners
and lompera?

The PREMIER replied: 1, It is reported
that the s, "“Garvet’’ declined to take coal
in ordinary trocks as apecial shipping boxes
were not available at the time, having been
utilised to supply prior orders. 2, No. 3, No.
4, Every endeavour is made at all times to
supply shipping boxes for bunkering coal.
The Government are prepared to do what they
can to assist all in need of work to secure
employment.

QUESTION—TURTLES, EXCLUSIVE
RIGHT TO CAPTURE,

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked the Colonial
Seeretary: In view of the fact that the hold-
ers of an exclusive right to take and treat
turtles (for sale) on the coast and islands
between North-West Cape and Cossack have
not fulfilled their undertakings, will he for-
feit their right under the provisions of the
agreement

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
Not at presont, Mr. Rodway has paid rent to
the end of the year for his exclusive license
to take and farm edible turtles, to which date
an extension of time has been approved for
the commencmeent of operations.

HOSPITALS BILL, SELECT
COMMITTEE.
Publication of Proceedings.

On motion by Mr., Gibson resolved—That
the Standing Orders having reference to the
ublication of the procecdings of a Select
%ommittee be suspended so far as to permit
the Seleet Committee appointed to report on
the provisions contained in the Hospitals Bill
to exercise its discretion in adnditing the
Press to its meetings.

BILLS (4)—RETURNED.
, Inspection of Machinery.
, Factories and Shops Act Amendment.
, Gold Buydrs,

With amendments.

4, Mining Act Amendment.
Without amendment,.

0 b e

MOTTON—FEDERATION AND THE
STATE. .

Proposed National Convention.
Standing Orders Suspengion.
The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [4.43]: I move—

That the Standing Orders be suspended
so far as to permit of the moving, without
notice, of the following motion:—**That
this Parliament is of opinion that the Bill
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to make provision for the National Con-
vention for the purpose of a revision of the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia, introdueed in the Commonwealth
Parliament, is unreasonable in its pro-
vigions, and that this Parliament is further
of the opinion that any Convention to revise
the Commonwealth Constitution should con-
sist of an equal number of representatives
of each State.’’

Question put and passed.

Mr. SPEAKER: This motion will need to
be carried by an absolute majority. I have
counted the House and therc is an absolvte
majority present. I will put the question and,
if there is no negative voice, I will take the
question as being carried unanimously with-
out dividing the House.

Question put and passed.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [4.45]: It is a very unpleasant
thing to have to suggest ingincerity on the
part of any public man—particularly one so
highly plaeed as the Prime Minister of the
Commonwealth—but, after giving the matter
careful consideration, I ecan eome to no other
conclusion than that the Bill has been so
eonstructed as to ensure its rejection by the
Senate. From time to time the Prime Min-
ister has made evident his support of a policy
of unification. Unhappily the present Fed-
eral Constitution has & unifying tendency-
beeause it permits the successful attack by
the Commonwealth authority on the finanejal
independence of the States. The practice of
the Commionwealth Government to aeenmnu-
late huge surpluses in defiance of both the
Constitution and the Surplus Revenune Act
and its invasion of unexpeeted avenues nf
taxation are 1llustrations in point, and one
can readily understand an advocate of unifi-
cation being content to let things stand as
they are, in the sure knowledge that the tide
was in his favour. TFhe proposed convention
held out a hope to the States of re-establish-
ing that measure of financial and eeonomic
independence which the original framers of
the Constitution fondly hoped that they had
preserved to the States. It will be remem-
bered that the Prime Minister promised this
convention as the ontcome of a eonference of
Premiers held in Melbourne in September,
1919. He was then seceking additional
powers for the Federal Parliament. Prior
to that convention the Federal Government
had announced their intention of eutting
down the per capita contribution to the
Siates. This matter was raised in the con-
ference by Mr. Colebatch, who was represent-
ing me, and the Prime Minister agreed that it
should be diseussed subsequently between the
Federal Treasurer (Mr. Watt) on the ome
hand and the Premier of Victoria (Mr. Law-
son) and Mr. Colebatch, representing the
States, on the other hand. As the result. of
that -conference Mr. Watt, with the approval
of the Prime Minister, annonnced that the
Government would postpone any alteration
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until the whele finanecial nestion was con-
sidered by the Convention. The undertaking
of the Prime Minister, at that time, was to
erdeavour to arranpe tor the holding of the
Convention duriug the year 1920, 1 quite
recognise the importance of the Imperial
questiona that have ocempied so much of the
Prime Minister’s time since then, but it is
distinetly di<appointing to find that his tardy
fuolfilment of a promise made more than two
years ago is accompanied by conditions that
render snch folfilment valueless. It is not as
though the Bill might he made acceptable
by the slteration of details here and there.
1t is entirely wrong in principle, and destroys
all the hopes the smaller Htates have induolged
of relief through the medium of a Conven-
tion, From the outset it has been insisted by
the smaller States that any convention estab-
lished to suzgest amendments to the Cousti-
tution must be on the sane basis as the con-
ventions that framed the Counstitution: that
is to say, equal representation for each of
the States. This is an essential principle,
We entered the Federation as a partnership
of self-governing States, and the Constitution
itself made provision that in one House of
the Commonwealth Parliament all the States
should enjoy equal representation, and that
no amendment of the Constitution should be
adopted excepting with the consent of a ma-
jority of the Siates, in addition to the con-
sent of a majority of the people. The Prime
Minister’s Bill cannot be accepted by the
Senate,

Mr. O'Loghlen: They are not State repre-
sentatives.

The PREMIER: I camnot imagine that
any representative of either of the four
smaller States would support it. Even uunder
a unified form of Government it would be in-
equitahle. It destroys the Federal conception
of a partnership by giving preponderating
power to the two larger States over the foqr
gmaller States. Not eontent with this, it
provides that twelve members shall be eleeted
by the House of Representatives, by which the
two larger States again have a predominating
vote. What would our pesition be under such
a system? We should have five members
vlected by the people, three elected by our
State Parliament and perhaps one elected by
{he Scnate—nine in a Convention of 111.
Tasmania wonld bave the same, South Aus-
tralia 11, Queensland 14—a total delegation
of 43. New South Wales would have 27
elected members, threec State Parliamentary
members, one from the Senate and probably
six from the House of Representatives—37
in all, and Victoria 31 in all. The two bigger
States would have 68 represeatatives against
43 from the four smaller States. However,

the extent of the disproportion is im-
material. We cannot agree to amy de-
parture from the principle of 2 Fed-

eral partnership, a principle that can he

maintained only by equality of representa-
tion. I move—

That this Parliament is of opinion that

the Bill to make provision for the Na-
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tional (onvention for the purpose of
revigion of the Constitution of the Common
wealth of Australin introducel into th
Commonwealth Parlizment is unreasonabl
in its provisions and that this Parliamen
is further of the epivion that any vonven
tion to revise the Commonwealth Constitu
tion should consist of an equal number o
representatives of eavh State.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.32]:
have no hesitation in supporting the motiol
moved by the Premier. In the main T agre
with the points he has nrged in the cours
of lis remarks. One finds it difficult to be
lieve that the Commonwealth Government ar
scrious in putting forward sueh a proposal
in faet I consider that the Bill, on the in
formation telegraphed to us, is an outrage
We were promised a convention for the pur
pose of a revision of the Constitutign, Thi:
was @ pre-clection promise made in 1919 and
two years have been allowed to pass by with
out any action being taken to fulfil thai
promise. Now, in the dying hours of the
Commonwealth session, we have a proposa
such as this put before us. [ agree that we
should maintain the Ifederal basis and that
in any convention ealled to revise the Fed
eral Constitution we must have equal repre-
sentation of the States. Apart from that the
lasis of clection is entirely undemocratic. 1
alse think that the size of the convention
would render it unwieldy, and unable to do
the best work, To have 111 men sitting in
a convention to review the Constitution
waoull be utterly absurd. The original con-
vention consisted of, I believe, 60 members,
1¢ from each State, and T should say that
auy body called together for a similar pur-
pose sliculd not cxeeed that number. 1 am
of opinion that nothing will come of this
proposal; that the Federal Government do
not desire the Bill to be passed and never
intended it to become law, Tf the measure
survives the passage through the House of
Representatives, it certainly will be or ghounld
he defeated in the Senate. This Bill is merely
keeping a promise made with the lips two
years age without any intention of effect
being given to it. 1 support the motion
and I hope the Bill will be defeated during
iti passage throngh the Federal Parliament,

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) (4.44]: Tt he-
comes 4 duty to enter our emphatic protest
against the mamuer in which the request for
a Pederal Convention to revise the Coneti-
tution has heen flouted. The States should
have equal rights in any such convention.
Western Australin suffers more than any of
the other States in the matter of disabilities
which require to be redressed. Thiy State
suffers from a lack of secondary industries,
while in the Eastern States secondary indus-
tries are firmly established. This State needs
special assistance. Our vast arca and sparse
population are faetors which shouild appeal
to Federal members. I protest against the
proposed form of the convention, and
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againat a preponderance of the voting
strength "being given to the larger States,
which now enjoy so much prosperity at the
expense, in a very large degree, of some of
the smaller States. Western Awstralia has
been bled and repeatedly bled while Victoria
and some of the other States, with their es-
tablished manufactures, have reaped the
benefits, and this State cannot possibly sub.
mit to a continvance of this state of affairs.
We nced our money in this State. It is es-

sentinl that the representation of this State '

should be adequate to safeguard our inter-
ests, If a fair hasis of represcntation at the
convention had beewy suggested, we might
have securcd something approaching justice,
I enter my proicst against the suggested
congtitution of the convention,

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS (Hon.
W. J. George—>Murray-Wellington) {4.56]:
I believe I am the only member in this As-
sembly to-day whe sat in the old House when
these matters were discussed some 20 years
or mote ago. [ should like to take the op-
portunity of saying that so far as the dis-
cugsion by the members in those days was
concerned—the Premier of the day was Sir
John Forrest—we distinetly uaderstood that
the basis of the convention was that there
should be equal represeatation of the States.
We were led to understand from the de-
bates at the Adelaide conference and at the
Melbourne conference and Sydney also, that
the rights of the smaller States wounld be
fully conserved. I have no hesitation in
saying that the interests of the smaller
States have not been eonserved and have not
been respected. Irrespective of whatever
political party have becn in ,power, the
smaller States have had to suffer. To my
mind there is not the slightest doubt that,
from the very commencement, the intention
wag unification. Uunfortunately cur represen-
tatives in the Federal Parliament—I am not
impeaching the honour or their motives—
have certainly not had the power to make
the requirements of Western Australia known
and respected. If the preseut proposal of
the Federal Government be carried into ef-
feet, those representatives who go from fhis
State will go to play & game against loaded
dice and marked eards, a game in which the
absolute determination on the part of those
holding the controlling power is to concen-
trate this power in the middle States of the
Commonwealth, T told Mr. Watt practically
the same thing two and a half years ago
when I was in Melbourne. Mr.. Watt lost
his temper with me; somichow he seemed to
lose his temper easily with me. It was not
for me to lose my temper with him_ when
fighting for Western Australia, but I told
him, the fact that he could not keep his tem-
per was proof that my statements were cor-
rect. I hope that the desires of this State
will go forth from this Assembly in no un-
certain  voice.  Western Australia  kuows
what its rights are, and all of us in this
Chamber, irrespective of party, are deter-
mined that those rights shall be respected
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by the Commonwealth, no matter how far
we have to go.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kavnowna) [459]: I
hesitate to add to the discussion, because
what has been said is so much to the point
that to continue the debate might obscure the
effects already produced. Like the Minis-
ter for Works T have some memory
of what took place in connection with
the inauguration of the movement towards
the federation of the Commonwealth. When
the first couvention was held in Sydsey,
I happencd to be a member of the New South
Wales Parliawent. I attended the disens-
sions and heard sonch distinguished men as
8ir Hewry Parkes and Sir George Grey, men
who have been in their sphere, builders of this
great Commonwealth, I am reminded also of
Kingston of Sonth Australia and Alfred
Deakin, The matters were discussed in the
initial stages, not only by the convention but
on the floor of the Parliament of New South
Wales, and if there is one thing more than
another that has engrafted itself on my mem-
ory, it is the fact that in the combination of
States, as outlined in that masterpiece of
drafting by the late Chief .Justice of the
Commouwealth, Sir Samuel Griffiths, it was.
the claim of partnership that there was
no danger to the individual States, becausge it
was merely & partnership of States. There was
to be a deed of partnership, and the Constitu-
tion expressed that deed of partnership. Each
State entering into the compaet was to pre-
serve its sovereignty, and it was to eajoy all
the rights and privileges of Constitutional®
Government and administration, except in
such matters as the separnte States might
hand over to the separate jurisdiction of the
Commonwoalth, And in order to preserve
that, Sir Edmund Barton, who gave the final
touches to the RBill, especially emphasised the
democratie character of the legislation for the
election of the Senate, making it more demo-
eratic than any so-called Scconl House, or
TUpper House, ever known in the world’s his-
tory, with a view to preserving intast the
rights and sovereignty of the individual
States, That was the keynote, and the Min-
ister for Works will remember that in this
very State there was considerable hesitancy
about entering into the partnership, The late
8ir Winthrop Hackett, and the late Sir John
Forrest, for a time oppoesed onr entry into
the compact, foreseeing with clear diseerning
Judgment that the time would came when the
partnership would be abused and that some
of the partners would seek to take advantage
of the others. There was a long struggle in
making the conditions, and one of the condi-
tions laid down, and almost put into the
Constitution itself, when the late Sir George
Reid had the management, of affairs, was that
we should have the Transeontinental line given
to us to assist ws, and knowing the disad-
vantages thiz State wonld suffer, knowing
that we were throwing from the grip of our
power all that taxation that came through
the Customs and Excise, knowing that there
were special inducements and special conces-
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sions granted to Western Australia such as
the payment per capita of the population—
all this was the sine qua non of our entry.
We eontered under hesitancy, and, let me say,
under compulsion. Jf it had not be¢n for
despatches from the Home Office on the ques-
tion, I doubt whether we should to this day
have been in the Federation,

Mr. Davies: What about the pressure from
the goldfieids?

Hon. T. WALKER: That had a lot to do
with it, I admit, but it was as much due to
Chamberlain’s messages.

Mr. Angelo: Those messages were the re-
sult of the goldfields agitation.

Hon. T. WALKER: Not altogether the re-
sult, but there was an Imperial motive at the
time, and now that the war is over we see
what that motive was. These things were fore-
seen then. However, we went in eautiously
and hesitatingly on the assurance that cer-
tain things would be done for us, amongst
others that our finances would be guaranteed
to us for a time. Evepy possible opportunity
has been taken to destroy our position, and
more and more are we getting into the finan-
eial grip of an octopus that is absolutely
sapping our life’s blood and cnergy from us.
That is the position, and I regret that some-
times Ministers themselves forget, and mem-
bera sometimes forget the State and the Com-
monwealth relationship, as was evioced by
handing over our State Taxation Department
to the Commonwealth. They will regret it
by-and-by. But the point is now that they
are seeking to put the chains tighter around
ug, unless, of course, this be a huge jest,
playing with the people of the Common-
wealth, If it be serious, it is no other attempt
than an attempt to strangle the smaller States
and giving absolute supremacy to the sove-
reignty of the Commonwealth. I eongratulate
the Premier on the motion he has moved,
and trust the people of the State will take it
up whole-heartedly. They are in danger of
suffering more than they ean realise.  The
weight of taxation that now is upon us is
light in comparison to what it will be if a
convention soch as has been suggested is
brought about. I congratulate the Leader of
the Opposition and the Leader of the Coun-
try Party on their view, and we ean rejoice
in the faet that this House, to the last man,
is unanimous in a resistance of this attempt
at coereion, aggression and political robbery.

Mr. McCALLUM (South Fremantle) [5.8]:
I can say with the Leader of the Opposition
that in the main I agree with the senti-
ments expressed by the Premier, but I am
rather pleased at the action the Prime Min-
ister has taken, beeause I believe it ia de-
vised with the idea of killing the conven-
tion. I can see mo good at all in tbe con-
vention other than that it will mean an
upwarranted waste of publie funds. The
Premier agid that he thinks any authority
for the alteration of the Constitution should
take the form of a bagis similar to that on
which it was framed. When the Constitu-
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tion was framed very few thought that it
would last for 20 years without amend-
ment. The Constitution itself provides for
the means of amendment. It is set out that
a Bill must pass through both Houses of
the Commonwealth Parliament and subse-
quently receive the endorsement of a
majority of the people of Australia and =
majority of the States of the Common-
wealth., And if this convention met and
agreed to proposals, just as this State
wanted, those proposals would have to be
embodied in a Bill which would have to be
passed through the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment. That would mean that it could be
altered in any way the Commonwealth
Parliament liked, and subsequently it would
be submitted to the people by way of =
referendum. The whole scheme of heolding
the convention wag merely devised by the
Federal members to shelve responsibility,
to throw it on to the shoulders of others.
It is the duty of members of the Federal
Parliament to frame amendments and put
them into the form of a Hill, and pass that
Bill through both Houses of Parliament,
and then that measure should be submitted
to the people for approval or rajection. The
holding of an expensive convention such as
that suggested is absolutely unwarranted,
especially when the Constitution itself pro-
vides the means for amending the Constitu-
tien. It is nothing but passing on to the
shoulders of others responsibility which
rightly belongs to the Federal Parliament.
That is what they are paid to do. A great
many of the conferences of Premierg and
Ministers of the Crown have done the work
which should have been performed by mem-
bers of the Senate who are paid to do it,
and who are elected to do it. The members
of the Senate were clected to look after
the interests of the States. The Constitu-
tion was framed for that purpose and the
members of the Senate are elected on a
State basis, I am glad the proposed con-
vention will be killed. The Commonwealth
Parliament itself should take the responsi-
bility of framing a Bill to submit to the
people. If a convention were necessary,
then I would agree with the sentiments ex-
pressed by the Premier, but I am glad to
gee steps taken which will prevent the ex-
penditure of public funds.

Mr., ANGELO (Gascoype) [5.12]: I aleso
desire to congratulate the Premier on the
prompt -action he has taken in bringing
this matter before the House. 1 am also
delighted to find that we are geing to have
a unanimous House in this protest. The
Leader of the Opposition and the Leader
of the Country Party have thoroughly en-
dorsed the actiorn of the Precmier, and [
think this unanimity of opinion will lead
to’ the sBuccess of any protes¢ we wake
against the holding of a convention on the
outrageous lines propased by the Prime
Minister. 1 consider that the sugpestion is
simply the outcome of the fact that the
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four small States have shown that they are
determined to have a better deal from the
Federal compact. It is the fact that those
four States have shown by their actions in
the several Parliaments that they intend
to hold a private investigation of the’posi-
tion so as to go to the convention fully pre-
pared to show how the Federal compact has
affected them, that has led the Prime Min-
igter to deal with the matter in the manner
he bas done. Evidently he is going to
make it such an urgent matter, that the
States will not have the opportunity to carry
out the fullest investigation which they desire
to do. The Prime Minister has thrown down
the gauntlet arnd it is for us now to fight for
our rights.

Mr, Marshall:
membera?

Mr, ANGELO: In the same position as
aur delegates will be, if the proposed Bill
is passed. It will be a voice calling in the
wilderness. We will be wholly out-voted
by the two larger States.

Mr. Chesson: That is s0 in the Senate.

Mr. Marshall: They are ILW.W.—ing it.

Mr. ANGELQ: To be a truly Federal Con-
vantion, it should be composed of equal re-
presentation from each State. That aspect
was, I think, pointed out when the Federal
Constitution was first framed. Im the Federal
House of Representatives the States were
given numbers according to their populations;
but in the Senate, which was supposed to
be the States House, the same representation
was given to the various States, no matier
whether large or small. That eourse should
be followed at the Federal Convention. With-
out that, the Convention c¢annot be truly
Federal in character, The Convention should
be representative of the States, and, sccond-
arily, representative of the peeple in each
State. Therefore, I am very glad that this
motion has been moved, and so ably endorsed
by the leaders of political opinion in this
House. I desire to =ay further, however, that
the matter is of such importance that we
should not depend even on our Cabinet to
move in it. Neither should we leave the mat-
ter to our Houses of Parliament. Ws should
point out to the public of Western Australia
the great importanze of the matter to their
livelihood, to their very existence, and also
t¢ the continued existence of the sovereign
rights of the State. The Press should on
avery suitable occasion draw attentien to the
importance of the question, and educate our
people in regard to it. Public meetings should
ulso be held, s0 as to bring home to our peo-
ple the necessity for a strong protest
against the outrazeous suggestion of Mr.
Hughes. I unreservedly support the motion.

Hon. T. Walker: Let us remember this
when the Federal elections come round!
Question put and passed.

On further motion by the Premier, resolu-
tion transmitted by Message to the Legista"
tive Council for its comeurrence.

Where are our Federal
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[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

BILL—GRAIN.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—DREDGING LICENSE.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 8th November.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington) {5.20]: Dur-
ing the previous debate on the Bill, I took
a note of various nbjections raised by hon.
members. I do net complain of that criticism,
becanse I congider hon. members are quite
right in seeking what information they think
necessaty, One objection raised was that the
passage of this Bill would lead to the erection
of unsightly buildings along the foreshore,
thus turning what hon. members evidently
thought should be an ormamental river front
into one disfigured by buildings of the type
necessary for manufactures. I am quite in
accord with the view expressed by the Pre-
mier. He knows, as we all know, that every
avenue of employment which ¢can be obtained
should be and must be fostered. Although
tagte might grumble at a building, the prae-
tical business of finding employment for our
workers in Western Australia should receive
full econsideration. Even as negards the
buildings, however, the Municipalities Act
has a good deal to say. Personally, I think
there need be no fear on that score. Next, as
to the Government having control of the
gite on which the buildings may be erected:
that all depends upon where the site is to be.
The Government have very little land indeed
that would be suitable for the erection of
buildings for this manufacture; and the great
bulk of the land on the other side ¢ f the river,
where the septic lanks and so on are located,
is in the hands of private owners. I do not
know whether hon, members think they
ahould introduee inte the Bill a eclause in-
gisting that wherever the buildings are put,
they must be put uvpon Government land.
Such a proposal seems to me hardly tenable.
If seriously insisted upon, a provision of that
kind might inferfere very much with the ar-
rangements which must be made. While it
is quite within the power of the House, and
even desirable, to keep control of manufae-
tures as much as possible, yet we must lend
the fullest weight to the consideration that
if we attempt too much controel, beecome too
finicky, we may perhaps stifle the proposal
to establish an industry which would result
in the provision of work here. Hon. members
were somewhat dubions as to whether the
ghell in the river iz in sufficient quantities
to meet the requirements of the Government
and various local governing bodies as well as
of the proposed manufacture. I regret I have
been unable to bring up with me to-day, and
place before hon. members, a plan showing
the localities and areas of shell in the river.
I think I am justified in saying that hon.



1910

members need have Do nervousness regarding
the quantity of shell available. There is mo
teason to doubt that other applications of
this nature, if put forward, would be con-
gidered by the Government for different areas
from the one now under consideration. Onpe
hon. member said that a person dredging
might make a tremcndously deep hole, which
would prove a danger. However, it is quite
possible for the regulations to insist upon
even dredging. Another thing: the people
who have to do the dredging will find it to
their advantage to dredge on an even bottom
I bave made inquiries concerning the al-
Jeged nuisance from the cement works at
Burswood. Certain complaints have, I think,
been made; but it is extremely doubtful
whether the damage caused is of such mag-
nitude as to eall for any serious cousidera-
tion. If we are to block the establishment of
seeondary industries slong the Swan River, we
shell find ourselves up against congiderable
trouble. The position as regards cement
works is that they roast the material after
it has been ground. They certainly use the
coal dust which has been mentioned, and, ot
eourse, there rises from them a eertain volume
of what sppeara to be emoke, The great
bulk of it, however, is moisture—moisture
coming out of the ground mud when it is
ingide the heated revolving cylinder. The
moisture has to be eliminated {ill the stuff
driea. Al manufacturing towns have diffi-
cully with the discharge of smoke, ete., from
their stacks. Tn the Old Country there was
for many years—I do not know whether
the psame thing obtaing now—a de-
partment for investigating and prosecu-
ting any manofacturing premises which
emitted large volumes of black smoke.
It is 2ot so mueh that the smoke and other
vapour encountered in manufacturing dis-
tricts are injurious, as that they are a nnmis-
ance. I do not think we ghall ever be able
to go in for manufacturing here nnless we
are prepared to put up with some incon-
venience and gome nuisapce. One hon, mem-
ber suggested that we ought neot to give any
apecific aren to any one particular person,
but that various persons should be permitted
to dredge over the same area. That sugges-
tion earries its own refutation. Tt would
lead to endless trouble, and would be alto-
gether unfair., Hor. members may not be
awgre that the man who first dredges for
shell will remove a great deal of mud on the
top of it, but hon. members need only ask
themselves whether, if they had dome some
pioneering work, they would like it if other
persons eame along and reaped the benefits
of that initial work. Tt was also argued
that the fairway of the river would be in-
terfered with, That is quite imaginary. We
have dredges there nmow obtaining shell, and
there is plenty of room on the river for any
vumber of boata. The area of this lease
wonld afford scope for thres or four dredges,
without interfering with the river fairway.
One point which has had my attention as
Minister for Water Bupply, Sewerage, and

[ASSEMBLY.}

Drainage is that the proposed dredging must
oot interfere with the pipes which go from
the septic tanks near East Perth across to
Burswood Island. Those pipes must not be
jeopardised in any way by the dredging
operdtions. Therefore it has been provided
that for a certain distance on either side of
the pipes no dredging shall take place. Hon.
members will see that if dredging took place
near thosze pipes, the regult would be to re-
move the supporting shell from the pipes.
The further result would be the breaking of
the pipes, and the discharge into the river
of the eontents of the septic tanks. Onme
hon. member said ke could not look upon this
23 a cement proposition. My view iz that it
must be a lime propogition, as the amount
of capital put down would not be sufficient
to provide cement making machinery. 1If the
capital put down by the applicant remains
at £5,000, it wonld be absurd to expect this
to become a cement proposition. As for the
term of the lease, hon. members can form
their own conclusions about it and deal with
this point in Committee.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [5.80]:
Most kon, members are mistaken in the be-
lief that this is' going to give to the owner
anything in the nature of a4 monopoly. As
& matter of faect, with the many deposits of
limestone and shale in Western Australia, it
would be impossible for any company to get
6 monopoly of lime or lime burning in this
Btate. There are many people who, s0 socon
as ever a new industry iz mooted, can think
only of haow best to block it. That is par-
ticularly pronounced with the Chamber of
Commerce, constituting as it does the great-
est eurse and bugbear to the development of
secondary industries. In many instances the
membera of that Chamber, in most vuscrupu-
lous manner, use the power of their capital
to stifle industry in Western Australia. Tt
is for us to try to encourage secondary indus-
tries. If we are ever to make an attempt to
build up a weil balanced State that can meet
its obligations, it i8 essential that' this
neglected gection of our activities should be
promoted to the fullest extent. It ia amaz-
ing that to-day in Western Australia we
should be burning lime as they burnt lime
for the building of the walls of China. Yet
it is so; in this important industry, upen
which 80 many other industries such as
building and agricnlture depend, we are burn-
ing lime in the same manner and by the same
methods as it was burnt 2,000 years ago. The
Minister said that possibly there would be
a little dust arising from the establishment
of secondary industries. Some members take
exception to the fact that a little dust eman-
ates from the existing eement works at
Burswood. Possibly they fear that the dust
will get all over the seating aceommodation
at the adjacent racecourse. If it is going
to be a choice between the closing of second-
ary industries and the closing of racecourses,

‘it will not take me long {o decide how to

vote. It is true there is a good deal of
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what appears to be smoke coming from the
cement works, As a matter of fact, it is not
smoke at all. Tf you put certain material in
a cement kiln with a view to making Pori-
land eement, practically 50 per ceat. of it
must go up the staek in the form of carbonic
oxide, which is a heavy looking smoke, but
i3 in no way detrimental to the community.
Indecd, all vegetation is dependent om car-
boni¢ oxide for its existence. Even if the
proposed new works were to be erected in
South Perth, I do not think the Sonth Perth
residents wonld have anything to find fault
with.  Another important zspect of this
proposal to give these people an opportunity
te burn lime in the most approved manner is
that all the limestones along our coast when
burnt contain only from 60 per cent. to 70
per cent. lime oxide, and for every 100 tons
of lime used the public are paying for 30 or
40 tons of sand or silica, Tf we give the
company the opportunity to burn lime from
shell, we shall get an absolutely pure lime
oxide, and so the bmilding contractors and
the agriculturists and others who depend bpon
lime will have a considerable advantage.
The only possible way in which to burn a
pure limestone is to burn it either from shell
or from sedimentary deposits such as that
at Lake Clifton. Tt is regrettable that the
cement company have not seen fit to erect
a kiln in which to burn their limestone. Tt
would yield a lime equal to anything in the
world. There are in England to-day com-
panies featuring the fact that they are using
for the burning of lime a plant similar to
that proposed in the Bill.

Hen. W. €. Angwin: A plant costing
£5,000! You would require one costing more
like £45,000,

Mr, LAMBERT: A combination of the
ghell in the Swan River and the sedimentary
deposit to be obtained in the Darling Ranges
will possibly make as good a Portland cement

as any in the world. The time will
eome when we shall have big Port-
land cement works here such as ex-

jst in dozens of other places where the
‘whole of the material is secured by
the dredging of rivers similar in nature
to the Swan River. No other country in
the world offers better facilities for the
establishment of big cement works than are
oftered here by the combination of the shell
in the river and the sedimentary deposits
in the Darling Ranges. In the river Thames
to-day they are dredging hundreds of thon-
sands of tons of sludge and converting it
into Portland cement which foolish people,
such as the people of Western Australia,
pay for when they ahould be establishing
their own industry here. Even this com-
pany—-

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is one man, not
a company.

Mr. LAMBERT: That does not matier.
So long as we are safeguarding the public
interests——

Hon. P. Collier: We are not doing it in~

the Bill,
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Mr. LAMBERT: I do not_see where the
public interest is at all jeopardised. If
there are any safeguarding provisions which
should be put in

Hon, P. Collier: The Bill looks as if it
had been drafted by the applicant for the
concession.

Mr. LAMBERT: Even so, it is not ask-
ing very much to ask to be allowed to
dredge over a few acres of the S8wan River.

Mr, MeCallum: No Bill is necessary for
that.

Mr. LAMBERT: So long as the publie
interests are safeguarded, it is advisable
that we should have industries like this in
our midst. The building trade to-day is at
a disadvantage because the whole of the
lime burnt is from very low grade lime-
stone. If the Leader of the Opposition has
something in mind which he feels necessary
to the safeguarding of the public interests,
I will be pleased to support it; but when
that object is achieved 1 want the people
of this State to get busy and start indus-
tries, There are dozens of other industries
which wounld provide profitable employment
for both labour and capital. When we learn
to think along those lines, then shall we see
the State progress. From a casual glance
at the Bill, I see in it nothing to fear, I
have read carefully the whole of the objec-
tions offered to the passage of the Bill, and
I can only class them as being somewhat
trivial. As for dredging deep in the river,
no great harm will be done. As for giving
a definite aren, I think 2 man lannching ont
in an industry of this sort, calling for the
expenditure of £5,000 or £6,000, should be
given a definite area and tommage to work
upon. So sure as somebody does the
ploueering work, scores of people are pre-
pared to rush in and steal the reward of
his cnterprise and ability. I hate to think
of the many men in this State who have no
faith whatever in Western Australia. Only
a little time ago another con¢ern semewhat
similar to this was referred to the State
Mining Enpgineer, who said that to utilise
any of our minerals in a commercial way
could only be regarded as speculative. Just
think of it! To say that it is impossible to
put capital into the limitless mineral wealth
we have in Western Australia except on a
gpeculative basis!

Mr, Bimons: They cven down oil.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, particularly Bremer
Bay oil. I only hope the necessity for
establishing industries in Western Australia
will" be refected in Parliament itself and
that it will be cried from the housetops.
We are draining this young State so long
as we do not give every possible encourage-
ment to the establishment of industry, It
appears to me that we in this State know
nothing except broad acres and agriculture.
It i3 most commendable in the Premier to
have a clear poliey in that direction; but
a greater obligation rests om bim and on us
to establish im every possible way indus-
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tries essential to our social and economic
life, We ha%e in tbe metropolitan area
thousands of young people walking abont
without employment. Employment can be
eregted in a helpful way if Parliament will
bend its will to the maiter,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.45]: It is amusing to hear the
memher tor Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert).

Mr. Lambert: I did not set out to amuse
people, but to instruct them.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I have not received
much instroetion from the speech the hon.
member has just made.

The Premier: He made a good speech.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: There iz no gunar-
antee in the Bill that any industry will be
started, nor is there any compulsion about
it for the establishment of an industry.

Mr. Lambert: What are the odds?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The hon. member
said that the Bill provided for the starting
of an indwstry.

The Premier: So it does.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: And tLat members
were opposing the starting of an industry.
T am going to plead guilty to having fixed
up an arrangement in 1915 for muoch the same
purpose as is set forth here, I thought at
the time that the safeguards were such that
there was a possibility of an industry being
established to provide cement and lime for
the other industries of Western Australia.

The Premier: You have got that now.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Another company
eame along later. The persons who obtained
the right to take shell out of the Swan River
—it was not an exclusive right for any par-
ticular area—were forced out of the business.
It was said at the time that some monetary
consideration was given to ensure that omly
one company would make cement within the
Btate. Mr. Scott, who secured this right,
had to spend a fairly large sum of money
in establishing work within a certain period,
but the whole thing fell through. Several
of the gentlemen interested with him are, I
understand, now interested in the Burswood
cement works, Some of them interviewed
me in Adelaide upon the gquestion of taking
shell from the river. Now DMr. Moss comes
along. I do not know who he is.

The Premier: Yes, youn do.

Hon., W. C. ANGWIN: I know the name,
but not the man. Mr. Mess says, in effect,
¢4If you will give me the solo right to dredge
for shell over a certain area I may_possibly
start cement works on a site to be provided
by me.’* The Bill does not say he is going
to do that. As a matter of faet it says he is
not poing to do it

The Premier: The Bill says he must do it.

Hon, W. €. ANXGWIN: Mr. Moss says ‘I
must only be compelled to spend £5,000.''
That sum would not buy a plant necessary to
take the shell out of the river, and wonld not
even buy a dredge.

The Premier: He must take so many thous-
and tons of shell annually.

[(ASSEMBLY.]

Hon., W. C. ANGWIN: I do not know
if Mr. Moss hus any connection with the other
company.

Mr. Lambert;
his own dredges.

Hon, W. €, ANGWIN: There may be
dredges at Greenbushes, but it would cost a
large sum of money to bring them up. Per-
haps they are all white snt eaten by now.
If it were stated that the other vompany was
to gret the shell fo assist them in carrying
on their works we might understand the posi-
tion. What does Mr, Moss want to do?

The Premier: To make lime.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: He wants an exelu-
sive right over an area close to the cement
works. He has possibly tested the depth of
shell there. He may then go to the othor
company and sell his rights to them for a
certain sum.

The Premier: He cannot do it.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: Is it his object to
get a certain amount of mouney out of the
eompany whieh has aircady staried cement
works?

The Premier: He would not be allowed to
do that.

lon. W. C. ANGWIN: The only way to
prevent it is to throw the Bill out.

The Premicr: It prevents anything like
that,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIX: If the Premier will
indicate that the Bill contains a guarantee
that the industry will be established I shall
be glad if he will point it out. Jt has been
estimated that to establish Government
cement works for the manufacture of ccment
at a price that the people can afford to pay
would cost between £30,000 and £10,000. The
amount mentioned in this Bill is in itself an
indication that there is no intention on the
part of the gentleman concerned to make
eement or lime. Lake Clifton can supply all
the Hme that is required. The member for
Bunbury (Mr. Money) complained that the
Government have not put into foree the pro-
visions regarding Lake Clifton, and thats
people in the South-West who want lime have
not yet got it. Nothing has been done in
that matter.

The Premier: They will supply any lime
that is wanted.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Government
have not eaforced the conditions regarding
the Lake Clifton lease.

The Premier: They are ready to supply
lime now.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The hon. member
says the Sonth-West people cannot get it

The Premier: I looked into the matter
after that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Bill should
guarantee that works will be started within
a eertain period, and that a big depoesit shall
be put down as a guarantee of good faith,
and we shall then know where we are. The
Government were bitten once; I do not want
them to be bitten again,

The Premier: It did no harm.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, it did.

He has, or used to have
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Mr. Davies: The House haa been assured
that there are many other similar areas of
shell in the river.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I know of some
places.

Hon. P. Collier: Such assurances count for
nothing on the following day.

Mr. Davies: It came from the Minjster for
‘Works.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: When the boring
was being done just below Blackwall Reach
shell was found at a depth of 100 feet, but
I do not know either the quantity or quality
of the shell.

The Premier;
oyster days.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: I am content to
live in these days. To any person who puts
up a proposition and can stuff the Govern-
ment with statements that he intends to do
something, the Government say

The Premier: They cannot do it until they
get the right to do it.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN:—‘'We will intro-
duee a Bill for you.”’ I do not blame the
Premier in this matter so much as I blame
the Minister for Lands. The Bill gives us
no guarantee as to what will be done. We
should know what the position is, and the
fullest possible information should be afforded
to us. We should know what time wovld
¢lapse before the works are started.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

I wish we had lived in the

The Premier: The shell is being used now
to make a racecourse.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The House should -

know what the intentions of the people con-
cerned are, and whether a company has been
or is being established. I will vote for the
Bill if the Premier will give us a straight out
gssurance as to how much money will be
apent, whether that money is available, and
when the works will be started. We should
oppose the Bill until we get that information,
We have had enough of granting concessions
to people who hawk them about in order to
make moncy out of them.

The Premier: You must be referring to
mining leases.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: An hon. member
complained last night about the manner in
which these large oil areas had been hawked
round the country. The intention probably
ig to hawk thig particular concession if it is
granted. The sum of £5,000 is not nearly
sufficient for the establishment of works.

Hon. P. Collier: It would not buy a rusty
old dredwe.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Until the informa-
tion we require is placed before us we should
hesitate to pass the Bill,

Question put and a division taken with the
following resolt:—

Ayes .. .. .. 21
Noes .. oa ..o 11
Majority for ..o 10
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AYEB.

Mr, Angelo Mr. Mann

Mr. Broun Sir James Mitchell

My, Carter Mr. Money

Mrs. Cowan Mr. Pickerlng

Mvr. Davles Mr. Plesse

Mr. Durack Mr. Sampsen

Mr. George Mr. Teesdale

Mr. Glbson Mr. J. Thomson

Mr. Harrison Mr. Underwood

Mr, Lambert Mr, Mutllany

Mr. H..K. Maley (Tclier.)
NoES.

Mr., Angwin Mr. Marshall

Mr, Chesson Mr, McCalium

Mr. Colller Mr. Munsle

Mr, Corboy Mr. Walker

Mr. Heron Mr. O'Loghlen

Mr. Lutey (Pealler.)

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1921-23,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr. Mun-
siec in the Chair.

Colonial Secretary’s
F. T. Broun, Minister).

Vote—Figheries, £6,574—agreed to.

Vote-—Registry and Friendly Societies,
£10,714; -

Department (Hon.

Mr. MeCALLUM (South  Fremantle)
|6.4]: I was hopeful that the Committee
would have heard a statement from the Min-
isler regarding the position of the Arbitra-
tion Court and the policy of the Government
an that question. At the present time the
luginess of the court is managed by the
liegistrar of Friendly Societies and by the
clerk of the Arbitration Court. With these
two geparate officers conducting their duties
in different parts of the city, an unsatisfac-
tory position is ereated in connection with
industrial matters. For some time past, re-
quests have been made for improvements in
connection with arbitration matters gener-
ally. The present arrangements are not cal-
culated: to cxpedite business ner to assist in
the maintenance of industrial peace. 1If the
ndministration of industrial matters were
nnder one head, the parties would know where
they stood under the uniform system which
would be brought about. As it is at present,
cne section of this work is controlled by the
clerk of the Arbitration Court and the other .
by the Registrar of Friendly Societies, with
the result that the division of duties sometimos
proves vexatious and causes delay. Parties
sometimes hardly know where they are in
connection with the business of the ecourt.
The Arbitration Court is not equipped with
the necessary facilities for carrying on the
work properly. I have on more than one
oecasion been summoned to the court to at-
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tend o compulsory vonferenve. The only
100m available for the procceding is a dingy
little one, possessed of four chairs only: 1
believe that another four chairs bhave been
installed in the room quite recently. There
have Leen 30 or 40 people in attendance at
the compulsory conferences and only four
vhairs in the room. There is one cupboard,
It beyond that, no provision to fdeal with
reeords and papers of the court is made.
Apyone desirous of having an old decision,
ot early records, searched, will find that the
elerk cannet put his hand on any of them
immediately, with the resnlt that more delay
is caused by the necessity for an extended
search for the documents. The clerk of the
court has no proper facilities for filing papers
dealing with the decisions of the tribunals
af the Eastern States, or for keeping them
up to date, so that those decisions can be in-
spected quickly. It is wnfair to place the
clerk of the Arbitration Court in such a
position. Surely the Government can afford
to equip the bnilding in an adequate fashion.
The clerk of the court is a most obliging
officer and tributes have been paid to him
and his work by not only unions but by
employers as  well, He i3 a good ad-

ministrator and a ecapable man, but it
i+ impozssible for anyone to carry out
the duties of such a position with

satisfaction to thogse concerned, with the fa-
cilities at his disposal. It is only within the
lust few weeks that a messenger has been
provided for the convenience of the clerk.
Until then, the work was dome by the clerk
himself and a fypist. The work is piling
vp and it is unreasonable to exzpect that the
existing staff can carry out the job. I have
heard it said that there should be a central
office, at the head of whieh there should be
an official paid a decent salary, tbat offieial
to have the administration of all matters af-
fecting the trades unicns. It would only need
8 slight amendment of the Aet to enable
that to be done, for the present measere pro-
vides that the Registrar of Trade Unions shall
be the Registrar of Friendly Societies for the
time being. It would merely require the
slteration, the effect of which would be to
enable the appointment of an officer other
than the Registrar of Friendly Societics. If
that were done, it would be of advantage to
all partics, and would tend to smooth work-
ing of industrial matters, In addition to
appointing an officer who would take charge
of that work, the court should be provided
with proper aecommeodation and a proper
gtaff to do the job satisfactorily. FEven the
tableeloth at the Arbitration Court developed
some sort of disease which made it impos-
gible to shift papers or books once they were
laid- upon it. Tt wounld have been impossible
to shift the cloth from the table with a crow-
tar, so tightly had it adhered to the wood.
It was only recently that representations
made by the court, resulted in a new cloth
being provided. These indications, however,
show the conditions under which the court
has been asked to carry out its funetions. Td
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ask a man to carry out duties for a salary
such as that provided for the elerk of the
Arbitration (‘ourt, is altogether unreason-
able. I want to see that job enlarged, with
a central official with more extemled powers,
such as a Commissioner provided for wnder
last session’s amending Ack, who will have
power to convene compulsory +onferences,
ucgotiate with the parties to a dispute, nar-
row down the isswes and simplity the work
of the court. It should net be nevessary for
such an offivial te act as clerk of the court,
which office could be held by a lesser offi-
¢ial, T hope the Minister will give the Com-
mittee some information as to the Govern-
ment’s intentions and inform us if there is
any iden of improving the position. This
step ia very necessary and surely fhe expen-
diture of a few hundreds, or even a few
thousands, should not stand in the way of
improving the position of a court, that
shoulll help to assure industrial peace. The
Premier has alrcady drawn attention to the
fact that he attributes the deficit to the dis-
turbed condition of industry and strikes, and
the expenditure of money in the direction I
bave suggested, would be money well spent,
so that facilities for adjusting grievances
may be correspondingly improved. The em-
ployers, as well as the unions, have urged
that thiz improvement should take place.

The COLONIAL S8ECRSTARY (Hon.
F. T. Broun—-Beverley) [6.11]: I cannot
give the member for South Fremantle (Mr.
MeCallom}) any definite information regard-
ing this question at the present :noment, be-
cause it is only quite reecently that the unions
and the employers’ federation brought it
under the notice of the Premier. It was
brought under his netice since he attended
the eonference in the Eastern States recently,
when the question of arbitration was dis-
cusged, The whole matter is, however, un-
der consideration apd it zall depends upon
the decision arrived at by the Government
regarding the amendment of the Arbitration
Act. The various amendments to the Act,
which have been requested by the unions and
the federatien, are under consideration, and
as soon as the Governmment agree upon the
alterations to be cmbodied in an amending
Bill, and the future methods to be adopted,
the other matters to which the hon. memher
has drawn attention, will be taken into con-
sideration as well.

Item—Clerk of Arbitration Court, £336:

Hon. P. COLLIER: 'This item bhcars on
the question rpised by the member for Scuth
Fremantle. Tt indieates the official view of
the status the chicf Arbitration Court offi-
¢ial should possess. The chief excentive offi-
eer of the court gets o miserable salury of
£136. The surroandings amd woek of the
Arbitration Court should be considerably
elevated and it requires to be put into a new
home and to be given a new status befitting
the work the court has to perform. Bearing
in mind the responsibility attached to the
court, and its bearing upon the harmonious
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working of our industrial avd social activi-
ties, it will be admitted that there is room
for considerable improvement. We have a
capable officer holding the - responsible posi-
tion at the head of the departiment and he
reecives £736 a year. The position of tho
chief exceutive officer of the Arbitration
Court is not one whit less responsible than
that of the officer I veferred to, and the
clerk of the court should draw a salary
equivalent to that paid te an ander secre-
tary or a permanent head of a Government
department. The power and influence of
the clerk of the Arbitration Court in help-
ing to seenre amieable settlements of dis-
putes, are great indeed. I know that the
salary of this officer is not fixed by Minis-
ters but is the result of the Public Serviee
Commissioner’s classification. It, however,
provides onc of those anomalies which be-
wilder one and make one wonder how such
salaries are fixed. We see one man draw-
ing £800 a year whose duties may be infln-
itely infertor in importance and responsi-
bility to that of another officer drawing £300
or £400 a year. In such ecircumstances, one
wonders if the names of responsible offtcers
and salaries are put into a hat and drawn
out willy nilly, the salaries being fixed ae-
cordingly.

Sitting suspended from 6,15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I repeat that the im-
portant and responsible nature of the duties
performed by the elerk of the Avbitration
Court do not seem to be recognised by the
Public Serviee Commissioner. An officer
holding this position must be a capable man,
and must be well informed as to cost of
living statisties not only of Western Aus-
tralia but of all the States of the Common-
wealth., He has to give adviee to numcerous
applicants coming to the court. If through
the .ageney of the clerk of the Arbitration
Court even one induvstrial dispute of strike
is prevented, the State might be saved a loss
of hundreds of thousands of pounds; and
thercfore this officer’s services are poten-
tially more valuable to the community than
those of many officers appearing on the Esti-
mates at double his salary. The Publie Ser-
vice Commissioner 's salary has recently been
increased from £850 to £1,000; and, in addi-
tion, there has been the appointment of an
Asgistant Publie Serviee Commissioner at the
Public Serviee (‘ommissioner’s former salary
of £350. Thus work which was formerly
done by one man for £850, is now being
done by two men at a total eost of £1,850 to
the State. I do not wish at all to disparage
the office of Assistant Public Service Com-
missioner; the officer holding the position is
one of the most capable and most efficient
men in our Punblic Service. Nevertheless, I
cannot consider that the duties of an Assist-
ant Public Service Commissioner compares in
importancc and value with those of the clerk
of the Arbitration Court. Vet this latter
position is valued by the Public Service Com-
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missioner’s office at £360 per annum, round
about which figure it has been ever gince it
was created, The present clerk of the Arbi-
tration Court haa held the position for nine
or 10 years; T do not think he is now re-
eeiving £30 per annum more than his salary
was on his taking over the duties of the
offive. Whilst recognising that it is not with-
in the province of the Minister to fix the
salary of this officer, I hope that those whose
duty it is to fix the salary will pay more
heed to the importance of the work done by
various officers.  Apparently the Public Ser-
vice Commisgioner deems this pesition to be
merely that of an ordinary clerk, a man with-
ont responsibility, simply attached to a
ladger.

The Colonial Sceretary: Before fixing the
galary the Public Service Commissioner must
heeome acquzinted with the duties of the
position.

Hon, P. COLLIER: No doubt he made
himself acquainted with the routine work of
this officer; but evidently he knows nothing
of the possibilities of industrial peace or
industrial war in the hands of the clerk of
the Arbitration Court. With refercnce also
to the assessors, it is a reflection upon Par-
liament that men of such respensibilities in
the Arlitration Court should receive salaries
not excceding £400 per anmum. The Arbitra-
tion Court should be given the importance
which its duties warrant, That eannot be so
nowadays, when the court is housed miser-
ably and judges come and go every sixz
months. 1t seems that when a judge takes
over the duties of President of the Arbitra-
tion Conrt, he does so only with the idea
of tulfilling a term which all judges seem to
be called upon in turn to fulfil.

Mr. Davies: When the elerk has acted as
arbitrator himself, hag he drawn apy fees?

lfon. P. COLLIER: No; nothing but his
salarv. I hope the Government will recon-
gider the -whole position of the Arbitration
Court, and then perhaps arbitration will he-
cone more popular here.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Gaols, £28,750—agreed to.

Vote—Harbonr and Light
£21 180 .
Mrs, COWAXN: I wish to secure a remedy
for the present condition of things on the
river. Teo me it seeins extraordinary thab

and Jetties,

.there shioull be such entire freedom from re-

strictions in respect of private boats. No one
is there to prevent young people from going
out in any weather or from overcrowding
their hoats. A board should be appointed to
look after the river. I know that the Fre-
mantle Roat Licensing Board, wnder Capt.
Winzar, docs this work te some extent now.
But private boats should be registered, pay-
ing a small fee towards the upkeep of the
river, jetties, and so forth. Then the posi-
tion would be much safer. There should also
he a preper and regular palice patrol of the
river. T know that on Saturdays the police
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launch goes out from about 2.30 to 6 p.m.,
and on Sundays from about 11 am. to 6
p-m.; but those patrols are hardly sufficient
to permit of the police looking esfter pri-
vate boats, which seem to do as they like.
It is a very serious matter that year after
year we have terrible river tragedies, but
without any control being established. I un-
derstand there iz no control even of hired
boats bheyond the Causeway and Canning
Bridge.

Mr, CORBOY: For some years I have
spent every week end during the summer in
sailing boats on the river. My party were
very fortunate, never being capsized; but I
always thought, and still think, that some
board should be established by FParliament
to control private boats, and especially teo
ensure that anyone in charge of a boeat shall
carry sufficient lifebelts for everybody om
board, As regards upkeep of jetties, the
Jjetties are not used by the yachting frater-
nity,

Mrs. Cowan: Yes, they are, by means of
dinghies.

Mr. CORBOY: Only about 4 or 5 per
cent. of the sailing boats on the river have
dinghies, The police do not allow yachts
to use the jetties.

The Colonial Seeretary:
to if they pay jetty dues.

Mr. CORBOY: I think they should pay a
registration fee, which would entitle them to
use the jetties. The matter ig not of suffi-
cient importance to delay the House over;
but I shonld like to see supervision by a
board as regards the supply of adequate
life-saving appliances.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I do not know that
the matter is not of sufficient importance to
delay the House. I do nol know that we
have had many more important things to
consider in connection with these Estimates.
We lose some of the very finest of our
youth on that river, and to devote a few
minutes to an endeavour to prevent that
loss is well worth while. Sailing is the
finest exercise in which young people could
be engaged, and every encouragement
should be given to ita indulgence. At the
same time we shonld endeavour to protect
life, What is required is some supervision
to prevent foolish young people taking un-
due rigsks. T hepe the Minister will go into
the matter and endeavour to bring in some
provision for the supervision of the boats.

Mr. PICRERING: TFew members have
had more yachting experience than have I.
I shonld he sorry to see any attempt to
mollycoddle the youth on the river. I know
of no country where measures are taken
such as those proposed by the member for
West Perth. If we teach our youth to swim,
and if in addition we see to it that every
hoat carries life-saving appliances, nothing
further should be necessary, When we con-
gider the amall percentage of accidents on
our river, it will be seen that there is very
little to weorry about, after all. Tbe acei-
dent generally happens through overerowd-

They are allowed

[ASSEMBLY.]

ing and having a lot of girls aboard the
boat; it seldom happens when the hoat is
manned exclusively by boys. I suppose [
have been capsized as many times as any-
body else; but it never mattered, because
I always preferred to go out with a buek’s
party, where there was only one's own hide
to consider.

Hon. P, COLLIER: The hon. member hay
entirely misjudged those who spoke before
him, The member for West Perth did not
guggest any mollycoddling; all she con-
tended was that we should recognise our
respongibilities in the matter and should
pags such legislation as would provide
ordinary precautions for the preservation
of life. The bon. member for Sussex re- .
marked that not many lives were lost on
the river. I know of seven within the last
12 months, A year ago four fine bright
boys were lost out of the ‘‘Cynthia,’’ and
within 12 months, or a couple of weeks ago,
three more young people were lost. Yot
the hon, member says it is not important.
Our Notice Paper is ¢rammed with Billa to
regulate this and that and safeguard some-
body's pocket. If we are justified in pro-
tecting people agains{ material logs, surcly
we are justified in framing legislation to
protect Jives. I hope the Government will
frame a short Bill and pass it throogh, say,
next week. Every time these aceilents
occur speeches are made and promises given
that the matter will be considered. Yet
nothing is ever done. If, with the assist-
ance of his departmental officers gequainted
with this subjeet, the Minister can draft a
short Bill within the next day or two, a
Bill to regulate the size of boats, provide
that they shall not be overcrowded, and
that life-saving appliances shall be earried,
we could put it throngh next week, Wo
provide police constables to attend other
dangerous sports, and we should do the
same on the river,

Mr. Harrison: Is there not a police launch
on the river?

1[on. P. COLLIER: One is mot sufficient,
and in any case she is mnot properly
equipped for the work. If we ecan afford
te pay the wages of half 4 dozen constables
at a football mateh, we can afford to pay
the wages of a similar number in a launch
patrolling the river, particularly on Batur-
days and Sundays, when the hulk of the
vachting is done. I hope the Minister will
bring down {hat Bill this session. Then
there is the question of teaching our young
people to swim.

Mr. Corboy: They shonld be tmught at
gehool.

Hon. P. COLLIER : Yes, it should be
eompulgory, In the metropolitan area,
where every facility is afforded, the young
people are not taught to swim in the same
numerical proportion as obtaina in Boulder
and Kalgoorlie, where therc are only small
enclosed baths, Some of thé best swim'ners
in the State come from that distriet. T
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hopa the Minister will do something this
sesgion,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I quite
ngree with what has been said, and [
promige that if it be found necessary teo
pass legislation a short Bill will be brought
down. But I do not know whether legisla-
tion will be necessary. We have now a
<committee conferring with representatives
of the aquatic elubs, and it may be found
that whatever is necessary can be dode by
regulation. An endeavour will be made to
secure coontrel over the sailing beats on
the river. In view of the number of lives
lost, the Government should bhave power to
force ownera of yachts te carry life-saving
appliances and to refrain from using chain
ballast. Undoubtedly the use of such
ballast had a lot to do with the ‘*Fleurette'’
not righting herself on that fatal oecasion.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Immigration, £5,000:

Mr. PICKEERING: Members who went on
the South-West trip had an opportunity to
see the Fairbridge Jlarm School, and were
greatly interested in the good work being
done. 1 wish to quote a few facts for the
information of members. The school was es-
tablished in 1913, since which year 143 im-
migrants, mostly children, have heen brought
to the State. Two have returned to England,
two are in the Eastern States, and 110 are
permanent settlers amongst us, some of them
already owning their own land,

The CHATRMAN: In there anything in
the vote for the Fairbridge Farm School?

Mr. PICKERING: It is a phage of im-
migration:

The CHAIRMAN: That has nothing to de
with the vote.

Mr, PICKERING: I think it has; it is a
matter of child immigration, and the State
is interested in the scheme. It has been de-
monstrated conclusively that the school is
being run on very good lines in the interests
of the State. It is the first school of its
kind established, and it is now being initi-
ated in other parts of the world. As a re-
sult of the school, £25,000 has been intro-
duced into and expended in the State. My
contention is that this form of immigration
is the best for Western Australia, seeing that
the children arrive here at such an age that
they become good Australians from the start,
being brought up in an environment which
fits them for the work for which they are re-
quired. Tt has been proved hy statisties that
this scheme has resulted in a very large maj-
ority of them taking up land as a livelihood.
I hope the Minister will do all in his power
to encourage this school. If we can assiat
immigration in this way, we shall be serving
the best interests of the State.

Mr. STMONS: I think every member will
regret that there 13 not more money avatlable
for immirration. Only a very slight analysis
of the vote is required

The ("HATRMAN: That phage of the ques-
tion ean be dealt with on the Loan Estimates.

o
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This vote relates only to officers’ salaries,
and on it the hon. member cannot discuss the
broad principle of immigration.

Mr. SIMONS: So long as that is under-
stood——

The CHATRMAN: Yes; the hon. member
will get an opportunity when the Loan Es-
timates are considered.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Inspection of
agreed to.

Vote—State Labour Bureau, £3,344:

Mr. MANN: 1T have come closely into
touch with this institution, and I can speak
favourably of the officers and the manner in
which they have assisted to find work for a
large number of unemployed during the last
few weeks. The method of conducting the
business, however, impressed me ag being
somewhat behind the times, inagmuch as they
wait for situations to be notified, instead of
looking for them. The officers of the de-
partment should lay themselves out to get
into toweh with tha agrieultural and other
centres.

The Colonial Seeretary: They do.

Mr. MANN: I have not found it so.

The Colonial Secretary: They have their
agents in the country towns.

Mr. MANN: T think they wait until they
are notified of situations, and then allocate
them.

The Colonial Secretary: Oh, ne.

Mr. MANN: It should be their function
te look for situations throughout the length
and breadth of the State, so that when there
are unemployed in the city, they will be in a
position to allocate the men to work for
which they are suited. If the Minister as-
sures me that this is being done—I am afraid
it is not being done as he thinks it j=——

The Colonial Seeretary: I said we have
agents in our country towns.

Mr. MANN: Perhaps they are as lopse in
their methods as the burean. In the seasons
when employment is plentiful they would be
able to ascertain where work was offering,
and thus make the institution of mueh greater
service to the State than it is at the present
time.

Mr. TEESDALE: It is so unusual now-a-
days to come across a department, with the
existenee of which one fecls really pleased,
that T would like to mention my experience
of the Btate Labour Bureau. I think it is
one of the best ordered departments of the
State. T have a deal to do with it from time
to time, and T am very pleased with the ad-
ministration. The officials are very pains-
taking and considerate in their treatment of
those in search of employment.

Mr. Mann: But their methods are obselete.

Mr. TEESBDALE: T have not noticad any-
thing obrolete ahout their metheds. They
have rather a good system with regard to
the reception of men until they have been
dealt with and are pasred out for employ-
ment, or told to return later on. I have taken
the trouble to interview a few of the men,

Liquor, £1,378—
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and they have informeil me that they were
well satisfied with the treatment they re-
ceived. It is so refreshing to find a depart-
ment one can appreciate, that T wish to place
my appreciation on record., Tn the secretary
we have a very capable man. Indeed he goes
out of his way to do evervthing puossible for
the smooth working of the department, aml
no marn is more dclighted than le is at lLeing
able to finl openings for the nufortnnates
who have to o there in search of ewmploy-
ment.

Hon. W. (. ANGWIN: The Minister re-
marked by way nof interjeection that the

hureau had started the system of poing out-
side in order to provide work. But he has
not told na what the system is.

The Colonial Seceretary: T saidl we had
agents in the country towns.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The various Gov-
croment officers in the country have always
heen used to notify when work was offering.

The Colonial Secretary: The Government
land agents.

Bon, W. C. ANGWIN: That has always
been the practice, A few years ago there was
a system in vogue on the lines of that sug-
gested by the member for Perth {Mr. Mann).
The Government hadl a man going ahout the
eountry ascertaining where work was offering
and, if T am not mistaken, he reccived a
small salary and commission. I understand
that the Ugly Men'’s Association is adopting
n somewhat similar system. When T was in
office I found that men werc often sent to
jobs and, after the agent had received his Js.,
thev found that no job was offering.

Mr. Mann: It could be done by the agri-
cnltural inspectors.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTIN: This happetied in
scvera]l cases. When the men reached the
places to which they had been sent they were
teld that some mistake had been made. Con-
sequently, I cut out that system and in-
structed the secretary to again communicate
with the Government officers in the country
distriets, who would he held responsible for
notifving the bureaun of sitnations. After
that there were no complaints, At the present
time persoma are often sent to employment
and, when they get there, they are told they
are not wanted. An ex-soldier and his wife
arrived in Western Australia a few weeks ago
and were sent to the country, but when they
inquire? at the place, they were told that
some misteke must have been made. They
looked around the distriet and sceured e¢m-
ployment at 30s. a week hetsveen them. One
cap rely more upon a Government officer
than wren an agent working on a commig-
ston basis,

Mr. Mann: The Aprieultural Bank inspec-
tors rould do this work,

The Colonial Sceretary: "That is se.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: T think it could
be done in that way but it should not be
done through an agent.

Mr. MeCALLUM: I quite agree with the
members for Perth and TRoebourne. The
officer in charge of this department is a very
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capable man but the funetions of the burean
are not wide enough,

Mr. Mann: That is the point.

Mr, MeCALLUM: | urge the Government
to extend its funetions and not to be afraid
of any agitation on the part of the owners
of private registry Jlices.

Mr. Maun: Cut them out altogether.

Mr, Me('ALLAIM: The Tnternational (on-
ference, which met under the terms of the
League of Nations, decided tn recommend all
the Governments nssociated with the League
to completely wipe out all private registry
offices,

Mrs. Cowan: Hear hear!

My, MeCALLUM: Ther have proved a
corse in every country where they exist.

Mr. Teesdale: Nothing elae but ramps,

Mr. MeCALLUM: The fees they charge
and the impositions they levy on wnfortunate
people looking for means to ecarn a liveli-
hood are duylight robbery.

Mr, Mann: A man took a contraet to clear
300 acres of land and he paid Gl an acre to
the keeper of the registry office for baving
got him the job.

Mr. McCALLUM: These places are anp-
posed to be regulated by law, but our law
is guite obsolete, In view of the recommen-
dation of the Iuternational (‘enferenee, I
hope the Government will net hestitate to
push the functions of the State Burean,
bringing it into direct competition with the
private places and thug closing them up. The
officers of the hureau o not look in the ¢oun-
try distriets for work for the men on their
hooks as they should dn. T was in the Nun-
parin distriet recently with the member for
TPerth and at the show we ascertained that 26
men were required, We had only just before
left an unemployed ceting in Perth. Vet
there was no inguiry throngh the Labour
Bureau for men for this district, If the farmers
at that show hait been asked to gut into touch
with the Burean they would not have known
liow to go abont it. [f the Agricultura) Bank
and land inspeetors inquired on their rounds
what labour wus vequired in the rountry and
communicated with the Lahour Bureaw, the
efficiency of the horean would be greatly in-
ereased and the institution would be hrought
into closer toneh with those whe required
labour. The fecling is abroad that the
Buareau only exists for those who are Jdown
and out, and that the gennine worker docs nat
go near it.

The Colonial Becretary: T know of hun-
dreds of men who have obtnined employment
through the bmrean.

Mr. MeCARLLUM: That is so. There 19 no
greater instance of the eXploitation of pirle
than is afforded by their employment in hotels
in country districts through the medium of
private registry offices. The fees and eondi-
tions impoescd in connection with the engage-
ment of these girls are atrocions. Very fow
applieations nf that natnre go through the
burean. Many people in the conntry districis
think that the burean only exists as a means
of velieving wnemployment, and T have tried
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to dispel that idea as far as I could, When
unemployment is acute, it would he a good
thing if some of our Government officials were
to eanvass seme of the country towns to find
weans of employment for these people, and
to make it known that the bureau exists in
order to supply labour where it is wanted.
I hope the Government will take steps to in-
crease the activities of the bureau. All the
nations that are joined in the League of
Nations have practically decided to do their
best to wipe out private registry offices.

Mr. HARRISON: The vote in conneec-
tion with this particular branch of the
State’s activities conld well be increased,
to the satisfaction of both the unemployed
and those men in the country districts who
want labour. The member for Perth sug-
gested that the Apgricultural Bank inspectors
ecould assist in enlarging the scope of this
bureau. These inspeetors are generally LAB.
mspectors, and speud two or three weeks
in every month out in the country distriets.
[ do mot think the suggestion would work
ont in a satisfactory manner. Some people
would say that the local storekeeper would be
the best man to approach on this subject,
but in the wheat belt I think the farmers’
co-operative movement, which has a eentre for
wheat acquiring at every siding, would pro-
vide the best machinery for enabling the em-
ployer to get into touch with the employee.
Some members may disagree with that pro-
position on the ground that this is a private
co-operative movement, but, against that, we
have the organisation which employers are
using for their own benefit. Tt is also for
the benefit of the employers that they should
nbtain snitable service when they want it
If they conld communicete with the State
bureau, it would go a long way towards dis-
pelling the disabilities which have been re-
ferred to this evening. There have been in-
stances of men being engaged to go to a
rertain district and who, when they arrive
at their destination, find there is no employ-
ment awaiting thom, The method I suggest
would, T think, be the best one for dealing
with the difficulty.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Lunacy and Incbriates, £94,918.

" Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [8.20]: I
have no intention of covering the wide range
of subjects associated with the administra-
tion of the Lunacy Department, for the rea-
son that a Royal Commission is at present en-
gaged in inquiring into the matter. T should,
however, like to deal with what is known
aa the Mable ease, with which are associated
the names of Thoemas Mable and his wife,
Mrs. Mable, All the circumstances surround-
ing that regrettable case will be well within
the knowledge of members, Mr, and Mrs,
Mable were arrested in 1915 and charged
with being of unsound mind, After many
strugples to seeure wstwe, Mable was ulti-
mately released early in the present year,
after spending more than five years in the
asylum, Qlrs. Mable was released two or
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threc years before her husband. When Mable
was arrested he was engaged in farming in
the Ongerup district. His farm comprised
1,203 acres. It was well improved and was
a good going concern. Had the property been
solil at that time it would have realised £2
an acre in its then condition. When Mable
and hig family were taken from the farm
the officials connected with the office of the
Master in Lunacy, whose duty it was to pro-
tect the estate of anyone committed to the
asylum, neglected to take any steps to pro-
tect the property. The farm was equipped
with maehinery and plant which cost £279.
Ten horses were upon it and cost £176, There
were also farm vehieles, tools, sheds, ete., and
a good deal of other equipment. After spend-
ing five years in the asylum Mable is to-day
unable to get any satisfaction in response
to his inguiries as to what has become of his
assets.

The Colonial Secretary: Have you seen the
file dealing with the matter?

Hon. P. COLLIER: No.

The Colonial Seeretary: 1f you had you
would not bhlame the Master in Lunacy.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Someone is responsible
for what has happened.

The Colonial Secretary: Mable’s brother
was reaponsible.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Master in Lunacy
should not have allowed Mable’s brother to
handle the estate. He was responsible for
protecting it while Mable was in the asylum,
I am informed there is practically nothing
left and that the farm has gone back very
largely to its natural state. 1t is overgrownm
and will require to be re-cleared. Mable is
out of work and unable to maintain himself.
That is the position which has arisen since
the illegal arrest and dctention of Mable
and his wife, The Royal Commission which
inquired inte the case found that there had
been an illegal arrest. The laws of the land
governing the arrest and detention of per-
gsons in the asylum had not been observed.
Had the House not taken the matter in hand,-
I have no doubt Mable would still have been
in the asylom, and would have remained there
until the end of his days. Seeing that he
was illegally arrested and detained, the Gov-
crnment should give him some compensation.
Surcly they will not stand on their legal
rights. I know that Governments can do
illegal things without being held responsible
and without being colled upon to pay com-
pensation.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Official
Trustee Aet will provide for those cases in
future.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If that legislation
gives the result we expect of it, I do not
think there will be a recurrence of the Mable
case. The very fact that we have passed it
indicates that the law was defective, and that
its administration was also defective when
Mable was sent to the asylum. I hope the
Government will give some consideration to
Mable’s claim for compensation.
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The Colonial Seeretary: When did he ask
for any?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know.

The Colonial Secretary: I have had no ap-
plication for relief from him since he was
released.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Or the Premier?

The Colonial Seeretary; I think not.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I was under the im-
pression that an application for compensation
had been made to the Premier.

The Colonial Secretary: I do not know
about it,

Mr. Simona: I am assured an application
has been made.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It would eventually
rcach the Colonial Secretary. If no applica-
tion has been sent in, I must have been misin-
fermed.  Mable was in the prime of life
when arrested. He went on his property in
1911, To-day he is more advanced in years
and finds it difficult to obtain employment. He
has lost everything he possessed, and spent
hundreds of pounds in an endeavour to prove
his sanity and obtiain his release. His farm
has fallen to pieces, and someone whose duty
it was to protect it has failed to carry out
his duty. Mable should not be compelled to
suffer at this juncture, and I hope the Gov-
ernment will favourably consider granting
him some monetary consideration. I know it
is an unusual thing for Governments to pay
ecompensation for their mistakes, but in this
case, if a request for assistance is made, I
hape it will receive most favourable consid-
eration.

Mr., SIMONS (East Perth) [8.27]: I en-
dorse the remarks of the Leader of the Op-
poesition. It may be arguable that according
to the law there can be nothing done te re-
jteve the position which an error made under
the law has brought about; and yet I be-
lieve in this case there is a Taw higher than

anything that haa ever been written, and that .

iy the moral obligation of the Government.
I do not know of anything more fearful than
that a man should be illegally taken away
from his home, thrust into a hospital for the
insane and kept there for six years, while the
Coverpmént officers who have become the cua-
tedians of his property multiply the greatness
of the error by neglecting the nssets of which
they should have been the faithful keepers.

The Colonial Secretary: It +was not
neglected; T have a distinet recollection of
the ense,

Mr. SIMONS: I could produce photo-

Zraphs of the farm buildings and the home
both before and after the arrest of Mable.
‘Befere the arrest the farm had every ap-
pearance of being prosperous, After six
years have gone, during which period it
should have heen cared for by the Govearn-
ment, it wears the anpearance of having been
invaded by a foe and devastated.

Mr. Money: Which officer was in charge
of it?
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My, SIMONS: The Master in Lunacy; he
was responsible, It has always been the cus-
tom, when a person is taken away as insane,
for his assets to be placed in charge of the
Government officials concerned. It is the
duty of the Government to see that the es-
totes of these persons are not impaired in
value during the detention in the asylum of
their oweers. In this case, enterprising
neighbours have taken away all the stock,
practiczlly all the moveable machinery, and
the galvanised iron from the buildings. I
contend that the duty develves upon the
State to care for the estate of any indivi-
dual who is placed in confinement in an
asylum. After this man has spent years in
wresting his farm from the wilderness, he
ia made a prisoner by the State for a period
of six years, the stain of Iunaey is cast
upor him with all the consequences that
tollow upon such a position. At the end
of that period, he is thrown upon the world
a derelict and is called upon to battle
against fearful odds, because of the wrong-
tul actions of State officials at the outset.
A man who has served six yeara in a Hos-
pital for the Insane does not commend him-
telf to employers in any part of the State.
He is practically debarred from earning his
living. The Government may say there is
no law upon our Statute book empowering
them to give such an unfortunate man some
compensation to make up for the errors of
the State’s officers. I do not helieve they
would raise that contention, for there is &
bigher bar of justice and that is the moral
obligations towards a man who has suffered
as this particular individual. I believe that
neitber the Premier nor the Minister
responsible for the department will deny
there is moral obligation upon the State to
see that some nassistance is given to this
unfortunate man to help lift him back to
the road to prosperity., It is wrong; it is
unjust; it is inhuman to allow & man to be
rnined lecause some officers of State may
have blundered. That iz the position in
this case, and I leave it to the sensc of
justice and humanity on the part of the
Government to aasist thia man who has
been so deeply and gravely wronged.

Mrs, COWAN (West Perth) [834]: I
support the Leader of the Oppositien 1n his
references to the Mable case. Tt has always
seemed extraordinary to me that while we
have a Master in Lunacy, the estate of
this unfortunate individual was not looked
after more adequately, Whether a mistake
was made or not at the outset, the estate
was under the charge of the Master in

‘Lunacy during the periad of Mabple’s deten-

tion, Tt would have been in the interests
of the State to see that the farm was kept
preperly during that time and that the
profits made out of the property were set
taide for the suppert of the clildren as
well as of Mable and Mrs, Mable. 1 con-
sider Mrs, Mable was kept in the asylum
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for longer than she should have heen de-
tained and I have felt very sympathetic
towards her in her troubles. I deprecate
strongly the fact that no woman has been
appointed to a position on the Royal Com-
mission to investigate lunacy matters here.
I asked the Minister a question on this
point some time ago.

Hon, W. . Angwin: I will look after the
women, :

The CHAIRMAN: I am afraid I cannot
allow the hon. member to discnss the Royal
Commisgsion on Lunacy at this stage.

Mrs. COWAN: If we eould get those
tatimate questions which can only be put
by a woman to women, it would probably
help to secure savings in various directions.
The fact that there are 333 women and so
many children at an institution suech asg the
Claremont Hospita! for the Insane, should
emphagise the necessity for a woman on
guch a Commission.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can-
not proceed to discuss that matter.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. F.
T. Broun—Beverley) |8.37): The Govern-
mecat have no desire to be unjust.

Hon, P. Collier: I do not think so.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
TLeader of the Opposition would not infer
that we would desire to do an injustice to
these unfortunate individuals. It is some
considerable time sinee this matter was
hronght under my notice. I have a faint
recollection of going through the file at ihe
time. T think it was on account of Mrs,
Mable and her brother that the estate was
not taken over by the Master in Lunacy.
I agree that it is the duty of that official
to look after the estates of these unfortu-
nate individuals. That officer was appointed
to look after the interests of these patients,
and it would be desirable if the property of
persons who have to be detained in the in-
stitution were kept im such a condition
that, upon release, the owners would find
their properties in a better condition than
when they left them, I will eall for the
file again, and go into this matter very care-
fully to see whether an injustice has been
done to Mable, and if I think such is the
position T will put up a recommendation
to Cabinet for certain action to be taken.
Regarding the committal of these cases, 1
do nof like diseussing these matters because
they come so frequently before the Cham-
ber, the pames of the unfortunate people
are published and their troubles again go
before the public. In the case of Mable,
he was detained on the recommendation of
two medical officers who declared, in
aceordance with the Lunacy Aect, that he
was insane,

Hon. P. Collier: He was commitied to
the institution but not in accordamce with
the law. The Royal Commission found that
such was the ease.
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
Commissioner, Mr. Kidson, when recom-
mending Mable’s release, must have been
somewhat doubtful,

Hon. P, Collier: I wonld not say that.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: At any
rate, he released him under certain con-
ditions.

Hon. P. Collier: He had to let the doctors
down a bit lightly.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Royal Commissioner advizsed Mable not to
go back to biz farm and made certain con-
ditions relative to his release. I mention
that aspect to show that the medical officers
at the institution also had fears on that
ground, It is because of this aspect that
the board created last scssion ia of benefit,
in releasing persons they think fit to regain
their liberty, .without the medical officer hav-
ing to determine the question. When there
is some fear as to a patient doing himself
some harm if he is released, naturally the
medical officer would refrain from letting
such a person out of the institntion. As a
result of the existing provision, patients such
as paranoies are cnabled to regain their
liberty and in time may recover iheir health
completely. I will go into the matter again
and if an injustice has bheen done I will at-
tempt to do something to rectify it.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Observatory, £1,984—agreed to.

Vote—State Children and OQutdoor Relief,
£00,498:

Mrs. COWAN (West Pexth) [8.42]: Re-
ference i3 made to State children and out-
door relief, I asked the Minister recently
to take into consideration the diffieulty
mothera experience at the present time
in getting along on the allowance provided.
I have come into contact with a number of
these women and T know their difficulties
are great. I have approached the depart-
ment on more than one occasion and have
been unable in some cases to get extra money
allowed. The cost of living has not soffi.
ciently declined to enable these women to
cere for their children and have anything
over for themselves, Extra assistance has
been declined in cases where women happen

to have a little money on hand. In the event

of a mother having £40 or £50 of her own,
it has to be remembered that that is ali she
has to fall back on for her own requirements;
she has nothing whatever for her children
except what she can earn. A greater al-
lowanee shouid be provided to assist these
women. In New Zealand the Government
provide up to 15s. for each child over one
year of age and where special circumstances
arise, that amount can be increased. They
also provide 17s. 6d. for children under one
year of age and medical attention, medicine,
and school facilities. It is hardly right that
when the necesgsity for reduced expenditure
arises, such allowances should be the first
to be cut down, T do not know how the Qiffi-
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culty is to be overcome. XNo one believes in
education more than I de, but hetore we
come to the question of edeeation, we must
consider whether a child is in 2 fit state of
health to reccive edwecation. XNo child can
profit from edueation when it is in a semi-
starved state during the earlier years of its
life. I ask the (overnment to give as much
consideration as is possible to these people.
I had a very hard case brought wnder my
notice recently where a woman who was in
bad health herself had te support twe chil-
dren and a husband who was suffering from
tubereulosis.

Hon. W, €, Apgwin: Did the hasband
not have an invalid pension!

Mra, (COWAN: The extraordinary thing
about it is that, althongh the invalid pension
is 158, this man only reecived 10s. That
matter i3 being inquired inte nbw,

Hon. W. (. Angwin: If the wife is work-
ing, half of her earnings go to him, That is
the way it is worked.

Mrs. COWAN: We know what it means
to keep a person who is suffering from tnber-
¢ulosis in food alone, and despite that faet,
because the woman was earning 30s. a week,
the allowande for one child was withdrawn.
Fortunately T have been able to get that
allowance re-established temporarily, but it
should be made permanent. Each ecase should
be dealt with on its merits.

The Colonial Sceretary: So it is,

Mys. COWAN: In the case of the woman
I bhave referred to, the doctor informed her
that she might have to go into a hospital at
any time owing to the wretched state of her
health., I can give many other cases and ]
think this question should receive most sym-
pathetic consideration, .

Mr, STMONS (East Perth) [8.47]: The vote
shonld not be allowed to pass without refer-
ence being made to a factor which is multi-
plying the number of children regarded as
State ehildren; and that is the infloence of
the Children’s Court. From close observation
it is my opinion that the Children’s Court
sends to the reformatory a large number of
children who never ovght to be committed
there. There has been too great a readiness
to commit children, on a first offence, for 12
months to a reformatory. I remember see-

ing a child-of scven years jmprisoned in a .

eell at the Children’s Cowrt. T asked him
what the erime was; and he said he did not
know exactly, but it was something com-
meneing with ““In.’” T asked him was it
‘“Incorrigible,’’ and he said “Yes’’ He
came from Fremantle, and T asked him who
was sitting on the beneh. He gaid, “‘Two
ladies,”?

The Colonial Recretary: They were not
two ladies,

Mr. STMONS: Here was a case of a hoy
of seven being declared unmanageable and
sentenced to nine veara in a reformatory—
which would mean a ecost to the revenue of
£500, That is only one of many eases. 1
remember another ease, of a child nine years
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old who broke into a school and defaced the
blackbourd. It was his first offence, and he
was given 12 months in a reformatory.

The Minister for Works: How long is it
since that case ovecurred?

My, SIMONS: Last February. A ehild
nine years old should never be sentenced to
detention in a reformatory for a first offence.
Hasty aetion, lack of mature consideration,
and an eagerness for vengeanve on young
life leads to the State being unneeessarily
burdened.

Mrs., ("owan: Rubbish!

Mr, BIMONS: A regular magistrate should
bhe appointed to preside over all the child-
ren's eonrty, se that we may get something
like reasonable administration. In four eases
I attewmpted to get commitments revoked.
The Premier was bumane, the Colonial See-
retary was humane, and the Attorney General
was humane; but the Children’s Court abso-
lutely shrieked for vemngeance. The children
had to be dragged from the court.

Mzrs. Cowan: That is not true.

Me. SIMONS: The four names could be
given, The member for West Perth was
present, although not a member of the bench.
The argument put up to me hy the members
of the court wag that the children had to be
punished. There was a desire for vengeance,
and the children had to go for a year into
a reformatory. The Minister had the eour-
age and strength to reverse the decision of
the bench, and the children are now respect-
able members of scciety, and earning revenue
for the State instead of drawing sustenance
from thé Treasury. When one is able to
examine such individual cases, and make such
discoveries, it is evidence how the machinery
of the Children’s Conrt is Dbeing used to
multiply the number of children placed to the
charge of the State. The court seemed to
feel that they were losing victims whom {hey
had a right to sacrifice. T do not say that
iy the spirit of all members of ehildren’s
conrts. Some of them are people of fine
character. But other members of the Child-
ren's Court look for vengeance.

Hon. P. Collier: And publicity.

Mr, SIMONS: Yes. TUnnecessary commit-
ments for unnecessarily long periods show
that it is necessary to have a regular magis-
trate presiding in the Children’s Court. Such
an appointment, although cxpensive in the
first imstance. would prove economiecal in the
Jong Ton. For a first offence, no ehild be-
tween nine and 18 years of age should he
committed to a reformatory; or perbhars even
for a sccond offence. The bringing of a
child hefore the ecowrt would prebably prove
a sufficient corrective. The associations of
a reformatory are not condueive te a hirher
type of character or of thought, Boys and
girls between nine and 18 years of age must
commit themselves some time or other. W
have had lamentations about prowing de-
nravity of juveniles in Western Australia,
but I believe that view is held chiefly by
idle people who busy themselves going about
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looking for depravity. Many hoys are sent
to reformatories for doing things which in
our case, when we were bovs, would have led
to our being corrected by a couple of feet
of strap an inch wide. The magistrates of
the Children’s Court do not seem to under-
stand that between nine years and 18 boys
and girls go through a stressful period, pass-
ing from chillhood to manhood or woman-
hnod. No such boy or girl should be com-
mitted for a first offence.

Hon. W. C. Apgwin: It is a stigma for
life.

Mr., BTMONS: Yes. I speak in the in-
terests of economy as mmeh as in those of
humanity.

Mra, Cowan:
Chairman? s

The CHAIRMAN: No; not now, But the
hon, member can speak on the items,

Can T speak again, Mr.

Mr, MUNSIE (Hannans) [8.55]: I greatly
regret the regulation recently issued having
for its objcet economy in this department.
The member for West Perth quoted one case,
and said she could quote many athers.

Hon. P. Collier: 5o could we.

Mr., MUNSIE: During the last three
months I have had at least 50 applications
eoming from all paris of the State as to the
entting down of allowances. Into most of
them I made inquiries. Tn some instances the
State was justified in reducing the amount,
but in many instances the reduction was not
justified. T hope the Government will take a
somewhat more lenient view than they have
done during the past two or three months. I
agree with the member for East Perth that
where commitments can possibly be avoided,
they should be avoided, but frequently a child
is better off in an institution than under the
eare of those who have charge of him or her.
That fact has a good deal to do with some of
the commitments that are made. But in many
instances the State is pnt to the expense of
maintaining a child, when the parents should
do it. Still, in the ¢hild’s interests, the child
must be taken away from the parents. With
regard to reduction of allowances made by
the Charities Department, an unfortunate
case in Kalgoorlie was brought under my
notice reeently. The bread-winner died about
15 months ago, from miners’ complaint. A
family of four jn number were getting 18s. a
week in respeet of two children nnder the age
of 11 There were two children over 14; but
one of them, a girl, was not in a fit state to
work at all. T fear she never will be able to
work, The reason for her depiorable condition
is, in my opinion, that for the last eight or
ten vears she has not had sufficient food. One
of the hoys arrived at the age of -14 recently,
and the 18s. allowance was imnnediately
withdrawn, on account of his being able to
work. I have been to the home of some peo-
ple who have complained of reductions, and
they have told me their story, but on going
to the department I have found that they
have not told me the truth. In other cases,
however, I was surprised to find that the de-
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partment had made reductipne where a Te-
duction should not have been made. I hope
the Minister will ease up ou the guestion of
economy where children are concerned.

[Mr. Munsic took the Chair.)

Mr, UNDERWOOD (Tilbara) [9.01: 1
take exception to some of the remarks made.
I do not altogether agree with the last
speaker. I think the Minister should uge all
his power in preventing waste. Having ad-
minigtered this department, I know that there
are unworthy people who impose upon their
fellow citizens. T ask the Minister to keep
his eye on those. I take exception to the ve-
marks of the member for Eagt Perth (Mr.
Simons), who spoke of the conrt seeking ven-
geance. I know all the members of the
Children’s Court personally. Most of them
are parents, and one who is a pareni i3 not
capable of secking vengeance against a child.
Anybody who wonld falk of secking ven-
geance againgt a child is not himsclf a parent.
I refer to the member for East Perth.

Mr, Lambert: Have you any proof of
that?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: 1 should say we
have ample proof by the very appearance of
the hon. member. He doez not appear to be
competent.

Mr. Simons:
spawn like you.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: You go to helll We
have heard a great deal ahout the responsi-
bility of parents, and I have always tried to
get people to realise their responsibilities. I
suppose at least 80 per cent. of our eitizens
are responsible parents. Possibly there are
20 per cent. prepared to cast their children
on to the rest of the community. That sheuld
not be allbwed. Notwithstanding all that has
heen said about those on the Children’s Court,
I should think such a position better than
carning a living by taking kids to Ameriea.
I know there iz waste in this department,
and I ask the Minister to endeavour to cut it
out and compel parents to look after their
children. But T do not ask him to go too far
in that direction, becanse it frequently hap-
pens that an unworthy parent produces a
worthy child and, after all it is the interests
of the ¢hild which the department should leok
after. Knowing the members of the Children’s
Court personally, T say again, that for the
member for East Perth to talk of their seek-
ing vengeance on a child is absolute rubbish,

I should not like to have

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boul®er) [9.5]: I wish
to cxpress appreciation of the sympathetic
and humanitarian apirit which influences the
administration of this department. T have
found the secretary at all times actuated by
a kindly desire to do the best he can with
the available money. T ean say the same for
the Minister. Of course one placed in hia
position, with certain money allotted to him
by the Treasurcr, is often forced to refuse
assistance when his feelings prompt him to
grant it. I hope it will not be understood
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that Western Australia is in any way be-
hind hand in what it does for women and
children requiring State assistance. I do not
believe any other State or country in the
world is doing more for women and children
requiring assistance. Certainly not in any
of. the Eastern States is more money spent
on assistance to women with children depend-
ing on them than in Western Australia. Last
year we expended £34,000 on mothers of
children, £16,000 in aid of orphanages and
industrial schools, and £15,000 -on the main-
tenanee of children boarded owt—a record to
be proud of, in view of our comparatively
smail population, But, having said that, I
join with the member for West Perth (Mrs.
Cowan) in urging that the Minister should
go to the limit of the available funds in
granting assistance under this head. . I have
had experience similar to that related Ly the
hon. member. I know numberz of instances
where the allowance has been reduced at
the earliest possible moment, immediately
one child reached the age of 14, while, where
there have been four or five in family, the
tendeney has been mot to make the allowance
for each child, but to reduce the aggregate
by one. I hope the Minister will endeavour to
make available every possible pound for the
assistance of those women who are doing a
noble work in maintaining children. Also,
I do not think the department iz sufficiently
vigilant in bringing delinquent fathers to
book for the maintenance of their children.
I know of a woman who, with four children,
was deserted by her husband. When the eld-
est child reached 14 and began to earn a few
shillings per week, the department reduced
the allowance, I made inquiries about the
husband and found that he had & permanent
job in the Railway Department., At that
time there were hundreds of good fathers en-
deavouring to maintain homes what time they
were walking the streets looking for employ-
ment, whilst the waster had a good Govern-
ment job, and the State was maintaining his
four children. The explanation given was
that if action were taken against him hs
would ounly go to gaol, and so nothing would
be accomplished.

Mr, MacCallum Smith: He went to gaol,
and got his billet back when be came out
sgain.

Hon. P. COLLTER: Wonderful are the
ways of officials! They regarded it as long
service leave, and kept his billet for him
until he came back. The department shoulil
make every effort to troee these men and
eompel them to pay, or, alternatively, send
them to gaol.

Mr, Teesdale: Or give them a bait.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Certainly it is wrong
for the Stafe to maintain a man’s children
while providing employment for the man. I
hope the Minister will do all he possibly can
for the assistance of women and children so
much in need of it. Those women are doing
pood work for the SBtate in rearing ovr future
cltizens, and we ought not to be nicgardly in
our treatment of them. Of ecurse, when the
Estimates are under discussion and additional
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expenditure in all directions is being urged,
the Treasurer wants to know where he is to
effect the economies so frequently referred
to; but wherever else we attempt the prae-
tice of evonomy, it should not be at the ex-
pense of women struggling to maintain their
children.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [9.11}: I
agree with the hon. member that the greatest
care and sympathy are exercised by the officer
in charge of this department., But it is not
always judicious to refer matters of inquiry
to the police in certain distriets, I have in
mind a goldfields case of a woman whe may
have misconducted herself—I mean in point
of getting tight—onece or twice. That woman
has since married and again become a good
citizen, As the result of personal inquiries
made, I am convineed that she is a perfectly
fit and proper person to resume possession of
her child. Still, the department are hesitating
to let her have the youngster, and are ealling
for reports, I do not blame the officer in
charge, but, as I say, it is not always wise
to refer matters of this kind to the local
policeman. Because that woman was charged
with drunkenness six or 12 months ago the
policeman, in making a recommendation, can-
not bring himself to understand that such
a person is ever likely to reform. T hope
that the Minister in dealing with these mat-
ters will see that only men in whom the
greatest reliance can be placed will be de-
tailed for such inquiries. There are police
officers in my distriet in whom the preatest
possible trust could be placed, but there are
others who are irresponsible and unreliable,
and to whom I would not refer the question
of the health of an aborigine.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Would they be of the flat-
footed variety?

Mr. LAMBERT: I cannot specify them,
though I believe there is surh a variety. Tf
judicious inquiries are made, the Minister will
find that the information I have given will
be fortified. Whatever the need for economy
might be, I hope that the administration of
the department ministering to the distress of
the women and children of Western Australia
will be characterised by the utmost sympathy.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. F,
T. Broun—Beverley) |9.16]: Nothing would
give me greater pleasure than to have more
money at my disposal for this department,
The amount of 9s. per child fixed last year
is still being paid, but there has been a certain
tightening up of the conditions, not altogether
on account of imposition. There have been a
few cases in which the Government have been
imposed upon. It is very difficult, however,
for the M\inister to treat everyone seeking
State aid on the same hasis, The member for
West Perth (Mrs. Cowan) referred to u
widow having £23 of her own and said we had
refused her assistanve. That is not true. My
instruetions to the department are definite
and, if the department sticks to them, there
is a basis on which to work. I have directed
that wherever a mother or widow has under



[24 Novemses, 1921.]

£50, sbe shall be treated the same as & woman
who has no money at all. We do not deny
full assistance in such a ease. In the cage of
a woman possessing £50 or over—some own-
ing £400 or £300 worth of property have ap-
plied for assistance—we take the facts into
consideration and treat the applieant accord-
ingly. If a woman had £70, the allowance
might be reduced to 6s. There is a basis
on which I am working so that all shall be
treated as nearly as possible alike. I am
not responsible for the ecutting down of
amounts, but I can say that the officers of
the department are absolutely sympathetie,
It would be impossible for me to deal with
all the cases, but [ do attend to special eases.
T 1 consider that the department has not
heen quite fair to an applicant, the matter
i3 rectified. There are some people receiving
asaistance who should never have done so,
due to the fact that they have not disclosed
their true position to the department. 1In
one ease we found that a family were in
receipt of two invalid pensions, and were
drawing the subsidy as well. We investigate
all cases and put them on a fair basis. As
pointed out by the Leader of the Opposition,
it is impossible for me to increase the amount
unless the vote is largely excessed. Although
this vote shows an increase of over £2,000,
the recent inereased demands will necessitate
the vote being excessed. If an exeess is not
granted, the amounts will have to be cut
down. I have mentioned the matter to the
Treasurer and I think the excess will be avail-’
able,

Mr. Clydesdale: If a woman goes ont to
work, what is the object in deducting the
amount frem her subsidy?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: When I
married, T realised the responsibilities T had
vndertaken, and I expect other pecple to do
the same. They must realise their responsi-
bility to their children.

Mr. Clydesdale: A woman has six children
and you deduct the amount or portion of the
amount she earns!

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If a
mother had six children, she would not be
going out to work, unless the children were
over a certain age. If the children were so
young as to need her attention, she would not
be expected to go out to work: If she did go
out to work I do not see how she could avoid
employing someone to look after the children.
In such a case no reduction would he made.

Mr. Clydesdale: What about a woman with
three or four children?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There is
an allowance for mothers. If a motber ia
delicate and unable to work, and is paying
a certain amount of remt, we allow an addi-
tional amount.

Mrs, Cowan: I am glad to hear that.

Mr. MeCallom: You have been doing that
for quite & time,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,

Mr. O’Loghlen: There are not foo many
cases in which you are deing it.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: A good
many,
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Mr. O’Loghlen: I got it for three, but
after a_month it was cut off.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That may
have been temporary assistance for a special
raason.

Mr, Clydesdale: We are assisting over 5§50
families at present.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If a
mother goes out to work while her children
are attending school, it is only to be expected
that she should devote a ¢ertain amount of
her earnings towards the upkeep of the chil-
dren.

Mr, Clydesdale: She would be getting 9a.
a day to keep them on.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes,
which amount is more liberal than that paid
in any of the other States. If we increase

.the scale much higher than it is at present,

it would be better to adopt a scheme of com-
pulsory insurance and make everyone respon-
sible for a certain amount for charities. Fail-
ing this, we might approach the Federal Gov-
ernment with a view to their waiving the
Federal amusements tax in this State. If we
could tax amusements for charity purposes
only, we wonld raise every penny necessary
for the upkeep of our charities, without
having to call on the Treasury at all.
Even if the Federal Government refused to
withdraw their tax on amusements, I would
go so far as to impose on amusements an
additional tax to be used entirely for chari-
table purposes. It is probable that pressure
would then be brought to bear on the Federal
Government to waive their amusements tax.
Complaints have been made regarding the ad-
ministration of the Children’s Court. The
member for East Perth (Mr. Simons) men-
tioned that the court seemed inclined to send
incorrigible children to institutions. . In mest
eases children are not sent to an institution
for a first offcnce if we conmsider that the
parents are capable of looking after the
children. Where there are no parents, or
where those in control neglect the children,
they arc committed to an institution. When
the court commit a child to an institution,
they do so simply because they think it is
in the interests of the child to do so. When-
ever there is an opportunity to release a child,
I avail myself of it, and I intend to do a0
in future. If anyone will undertake the re-
spongibilily of caring for a child, I make the
welfare of the child the first consideration
suil release it, A child was committed to an
institution two years ago, and, in ordinary
eircumstances, would have remained there
several years longer, Since the committal,
the parents’' circumstances have altered, and
F intend to let that echild go back to its
parents on their promising to be responsible
and to care for it properly. In every case
I intend to follow this course where it is in
the interests of the child to do so, and the
niembers of the Children’s Court are working
on the same¢ lines. They are workicg well
with the department,  The department is
doing good work in the placing out of child-
ren, and there have been quite a number of
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adoptions. A little ¢hild was recently
adopted by -foster-parents whe have an in-
come of £900 a year, That child has quite
a nice home to ge to. We should feel proud
that there are people of this description
willing to take a little child off the State
and make it their own. FPecople who waste
their money do not realise what it weuld be
to give children a home. If they did realise
it, many more people would adopt children.
- Numbers of children are now being adopted
in the eountry, and efforts are heing maie to
vstend that principle as far as possible. The
member for (loolgardie made some observa-
tions with regard to traeing various eases of
maintenance, It is diffienlt to trace the
people concerned in every instance. Perhaps
there is no staff better snited for this purpose
than the police. These officers keep in touch
with various centres and are generally ahle
to obtain the infeormation required.

Item, Payment to women on whom children
arg dependent, £39,000:;

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: The policy of dis-
carding the faithful services of ald employces
of the State in order to gef pesitions for the
wiothers of children who are dependent upon
{he State is a wrong one. I put a case before
the Minister recently in regard te two old
servants,

The Colonial Secretary: They were given
six months' notice and then another thres
months.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN:; T admit they werse
given nine months in which to prepare for
the termination of their services. They are
now on the serap heap. I am speaking of
two ol ladies who have neted as cleaners,
One had a sen who wag killed at the war,
and the other had four sons, onc of whom was
killed. One has been 19 years with the de-
partment, and another 17 years. One gets
an invalid pension, and possibly an old age
pension, and the other gets no pension at all.
Tley were put ont in order that the Charities
Department might recoup itself hy getting
in two mothers of children who are dependent
on the State.

The Colonial Secretary: The Charitics De-
prarintent haid nothing to do with it.

Mr. F’LOGHLEXN: Tt all comes wnder the
Minister. I objeet to the pelicy of ‘‘serap-
ping’' these faithful old servants in this way.
No member has ever begrudged the expemdi-
ture for this department to the extent of
prompting the Minister to take the action
that has been takem in this case, The
Minister may be sympathetic, but sympathy
dees not provide food and raiment for these
old women. It would be much better to allow
thase mothers who Thave chillren dependent
on the State te look after them and obtain
the ordinary relief.  The department should
have a kindly regard for those who have
worked for a couple of decardes in the service
of the State. They are conscientionw, homest,
and reliable women, and the only reason for
putting them out was that they were growing
old.
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Ttem, Aid to orphanages and industrial
schools subsidies, £16,733:

Mrs. COWAXN: I regret that the Chil-
dren’s Court was attacked just now in re-
gard to the number of children who were
sent to these institutions, and the cost thaut
it meant to the State. There is a good deal
of truth in the saying *‘Bachelors' wives
and old maids’ children.’’ I do not think
the hon. member in  gquestion understood
what he was talking about.

Mr. O 'Loghlen: Do yon tmean me?

Mry, COWAXN: The attack was guite an
nnnecessary one, Apparently the hon,
member does nat understand that members
of the conrt take a great interest in these
children, and that the children are never
taken from their parents unless it is in
their interests to do so. The case men-
tioned by the hon. member is one in whieh
he interested Iimself considerably—at cloe-
tion time.

Me. O’Loghlen :
observation to make.

Mrs, COWAN: Personally I know nothing
abont the case as I was not in the court
ar the time. T understand the view taken
by the magistrates was that if the parents
knew nothing about the doings of their
children for months together, and did not
know that they were out night after night
without any supervision, the parents had
no right to have the children in their
charge. T am glad to hear that the boys
have done so well since. If people would
offer to help the court as honorary proba-
tion officers, it would be a splendid thing,
and much good might come of it. The
Government cannot be expected in these
times to find all the probation officers re-
quired for this work. T do not koow that
the eourt was not right in refusing to allow
people, who encourage chilidren to take paré
in entertainments in which they are iatro-
duced to gambling of the worst type, to
take over the charge of any children. Cer-
tainly no member of the Children's Court
would think it right to do that. I would
point out that associated with the Chil-
dren's Court are people whe are giving
their time in an hovorary capacity and who
do their best to aet in a true spirit of re-
form in regard to these children. T am
glad to see that aid is being given to in-
dustrial schools and orphanages. We can-
not do without them; and the Government
must continue to subgidise them., I eon-
gratulate the Government npon the aplendid
reports that were sent in by Dr. Jull last
¥ear, particularly the report in regard te
the (lendalongh school,

Mr. Mann: That is cloged now.

Mr. Simons: The hon. member does not
Itnow that.

Mrs. COWAXN: T deprecate strongly the
attitude of some people who do not know
what they are talking ahout, but who for
personal advertisement attack the Children's
Court in order to gain publicity.

That is a geucrous
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Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I am sorry that the
member for West Perth in her closing
words was ungenerous enough to suggest
that certain action had been taken for
electioneering purposes,

Mrs. Cowan: It was suggested by out-
siders.

Mr, O°LOGHLEN: I hope the hon. mem-
ber will bring ber judgment to bear upon
the question, and admit that people can be
prompted to a good action at other times
than at eleetion time.

Mrs. Cowan: I will, but the action has
not been repeated since.

Mr. O°LOGHLEN : The hon. member
would take the same action mnext week or
next month. I would suggest to the mem-
ber of the Children’s Court, who is present
to-night, that some reform might be
brought about in the matter of the publicity
that is given to the cases heard in that
court. There is a danger of impairing the
future of a child when publicity is given
to his case.

The Colonial Seerstary: The names are
not published. -

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The ‘'Daily News'’
devoies a great deal of space to sueh mat-
ters, and the proprietor of that journal is
a member of the court.

Mrs. Cowan: That is not the only
journzl: You must take ‘‘Truth’? into con-
sideration. The case which was published
in ‘*Truth’’ a week ago was a seandal
The ¢‘Daily News’’ has not published such
cages 80 far as I know. We deprecate this
being done.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The ‘‘Daily News®’
published what they considered to be some
spicy matter about a ease. It was of no
special interest to the public, but must have
a damning effect upon the future of the
children.

Mrs. Cowan: Hear, hear!

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: I hope the hon. mem-
ber will bring her influence to bear upon
this point, and that the proprictor of this
Journal will not use the privileged position
he occupies to injure pecple who are per-
haps unfortunate for the time being. That
paper the other day made a somewhat sen-
sational statement to the effect that about
800 books bad been stolen from the Parlia-
mentary library. It inferred that members
of Parlinment were dighonest. I hope that
information was not given to this journal
becanse the proprietor is a member of the
library eommittee. I also trust that while
he is sitting on tho Children’s Court he
will remember that a boy or a girl may
easily bave his or her future marred in this
country by having a serious bandicap
placed vpon him or her as the result of the
manner in which a c¢ase has been hapdled.
I trust he will give these wayward children
a fighting chance.

Mr. SIMONS : Some remarks have been
made regarding the administration of certain
persons connected with the Children’s Court.
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I very much regretted to hear such slighting
references as thoge to ‘‘bachelor’s wives and
old maids’ children.'” I should have thought
that the advoeate of the speeial canse of women
would have refrained from slighting refer-
ences to that section of the community known
as ‘“‘old maids.’’ I de unot think that the
vaudeville method of introducing matters of
that kind should be adopted in Parliament.
It is especially regrettable when ome stand-
ing as the supposed champion of women
should hold this particular section of her own
sex up to ridicule. I am reminded that it is
possible for women to become wives and atill
retain that soured disposition whieh is sup-
posed to be a monopoly of old maids.

Mrs, Cowan: It is not, you know.

Mr, S8IMOXS: I am also reminded of the
old adage: ‘A woman’s tongue for scandal
and a man’s tongue for wisdomn.’’ I do not
like to hear male.or female members repeat-
ing gossip and secandal emanating from some-
one else, the source of which information can-
not be determined. I made reference to the
faet that there was inhomanity in the Child-
ren’s Court. I stick to that statement. I
gave concrete instances. Those conerete in-
stanees have not been refuted. It is said
that action was taken by me on behalf of
four boys at election time. Similar actions to
that taken on that oceasion by me have been
%oiug on for fifteen years or fourteem years

efore the last eleetions,

Mr, Marshall: Quite right, J.J.

Mr. SIMONS: I was doing these things
long before the member for West Perth knew
that there was any speh cause as that of
humanity. I still say there are women and
also men gitting on the bench of the Child-
ren’s Court who are without the milk of
human kindness in their composition. They
do not know of some of those finest in-
fluences which make for humanity and jus-
tice. There are women wmembers of that
eourt who delight to discuss freely and openly
that most horrible operation of emasculation.
I cannot conceive of kindly disposed indi-
vidoals, either male or female, discussing
freely such a horrible thing as that. Kind-
ness and a love of emasculation cannot live
in the one being. I stand to everything I
have said. I regret having to talk thus, and
perhaps give rise to the suggestion that I
am departing from the traditions of chivalry
extended by men to women, but I will not
git in this House and be constantly tauvnted
and met with interjeetions without making
some reply. In doing this I am not forget-
ting that chivalry which 'is due to the other
sex, If a member of the other sex chooses to
come here and taunt and torment and tan-
talise other hon. members, she must expect
retaliation. I repret that under these ecir-
cumstances I am foreed to say these things,
although I have to express myself in what
may seem very strong language. I adhere
to what I said with regard to the wrong de-
cisions, the expensive decisions, the unecono-
mic decisions and the unwise deciaions de-
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livered at the Children’s Court by old women
of both sexes. '

The Minister for Works: By old women in
breeches. .

Mr. SIMOXNS: I regret the bitterness and
sourness which has been shown to-night by
the member for West Perth. I thought
higher of her.

Mr, Lambert: It makes you wonder that
there are not more bachelors.

Vote put and passed.

North-West Department
bateh, Minister).
the vote.

Vote—North-West, £2,629:

Mr. ANGELO: I asked the Premier the
other night if he would make a sitatement to
the House regarding the policy of the Gov-
ernment in counnection with the North-West
and I understood he promised to make such
a statement. .

(Hon. P. Cole-
The Premier in charge of

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Aitchell
—Northam) [9.50]: The member for Gas-
coyne is anxipus to learn what is the Govern-
ment policy regarding the North-West. He
" recently delivered a speech on this subject
and I have that speech here to let the House
know what he suggests.

Mr. Angelo: I want to know what the Gov-
ernment policy is. -'

The PREMIER: I am paying the hon.
member a compliment. What is he annoyed
about? Natnrally the policy of the Govern-
ment regarding the north-western portion of
the State is to secure its development., We
want every part of the State to be fully de-
veloped, The memher for Gascoyne is
interested in bananas. That fruit can be
grown satisfactorily in many parts of the
North-West. Recently Mr, Easgton travelled
over a large portion of the Kimberley dis-
trict, and his report was made available a few
lays ago. That indicates that there is a very
extensive area of country available for pas-
toral and also agricultural purposes. We
want the North-West to be developed as soon
as possible, for the tropical products which
can be grown there ean be used to supply
the markets in the south during the summer
months, The high duties which have been
imposed by the Federal authoritiea have
drawn attention to the necessity of develop-
ing our resources. Apparently there are
people who are willing te go into the North-
West in order to engage in tropical agri-
culture. Mr. Easton’s report is a most in-
teresting document. The rainfall in that
particular part of the State is very good and
is the heaviest in the State. The country

is ,well watered by many rivers of
very considerable size. A great por-
tion of the aoil is always damp and
suitable for intense  production.  If

the develepment indicated in Mr. Easton's
report takes place, it will be a very fine
thing for Western Australia. Rice can be
grown there and yields of 40 bushels to the
acre have been produced. XNaturally there
are very few farms where rice is grownm, but
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it is already proved that it ecan be cultivated
in the State. In addition to rice, there is
an unlimited scope for the growth of ban-
anas, pineapples, and other tropical fruits.
Mr. Pickering: And peanuts as well
The PREMIER: Yes, a coansiderable
quantity of peanuts is imported eaech year.
The climate in the North-West is good, It
is said that white people cannet live there,
We have some very fine specimens of the
manhood of the North-West, not only in this
Chamber but in the Legislative Council as
well. Those men, who have spent most of
their lives in the North-West, do not seem
any the worse for their experience, I do mot
kneow when it will be possible to bave the
freezing works at Wyndham in full swing,
but I hope we ghall be able to export meat
from Western Australia very soon. Everyone
knows that unless the cattle men can market,
their meat, they can get no income at alL
There is also very little market for sheep.
I believe the market for our meat will
improve and when that comes about, I
trust the Wyndham Works will once more be
in operation. Vesteys and other meat works
in Australia have been closed down for a
year on account of the state of the market
and the exorbitant shipping freights and
high cost of handling. The present position
in the North-West, so far as the meat works
are concerned, is a scrious matter for the
people engaged in this industry, and it is
due to them to get the works started as soon
as it is possible. The works could not be
operated at present except with considerable
loss., It is to be hoped that the stocks of
meat in cold stores throughout the world
will soon De disposed of and that we shall
be able to onee more embark upon that trade.

Mr. Lambert: Russia eould do with more
than a pound of steak.

The PREMTER: The war left the dif-
ferent countries of the world in such a con-
dition that they cannot pay for our meat.
Central Eurcpe could take all we have., We
can only hope for the best in that directiom.
The North-West is rich in many directions,
Owing to the state of the market, the pearl-
ing industry has not been flourishing. Tt is
going ahcad a little now and I hope many
more Dboats will be operating in the near
future, I believe there are great possibili-
ties ahead of the whaling industry in the
northern waters. This should be a very
valnable industry as soon as some enterpris-
ing person or company will start operations.

Mr. Lambert: A ecompany ia getting
ready to operate now. Two ships are already
on the stocks.

The PREMIER: I lope they will soon
get to work. If the industry is established
it should be highly profitable to th~ Btate.
When in the North-West recently, the mem-
ber for Roebourne (Mr. Teeadale) was anx-
ious that T should appreeiate the importance
and possibilities of this industry. In a voy-
age in a small boat, extending over a couple
of days, we had an opportunity of looking
into this matter. The fishing industry gen-
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erally presents great possbilities in the
North-West. People in Perth are paying
high prices for fish which we are importing.
From the waters of the North we could ex-
port very large quantities of fish after supply-
ing our own requirements. Whether enterpris-
ing people will embark upon the industry, re-
mains to be seen. We should make the posi-
tion known through the Agent General’s
office and I am sure if we did aso people
would be encouraged to embark upon this

industry. There 1is nothing speculative
about it. Itris not like gold mining or bor-
ing for oil or other speculative ven-
tures. If properly established, there would

be great profita from the industry. It
is not necessary to say very much
about the pastoral industry, since that ig so
very well known. Wool, fortunately for the
north, is now at much better prices than for
some time it has heen. We ought to carry
in that country twice as many sheep as we
have there; a great deal of suitable country
is still unceceupied there. It is to be hoped
that in the future people will go out furthar
from the coast, and stock the country inland.
One cannot speak toc highly of the people
who pioneered that country and are pioneny-
ing it. The life of the pioneer in the North
is not an easy or simple life. It involves
great sacrifices, especially in the case of
young men.

Mr. Uunderwood: Most people who have
been there want to go back there.

The PREMIER: Were I a young man of
25 who had managed to get away from there,
I would not want to ge back. The other day
it was pointed out that of all the taxpayers
of the country the pastoralist is the mosf for-
tunate, becnuse he pays the most. He de-
serves it. Recently some changes have been
made in the eontrol of matters in the North,
A Commissioner for the North-West and an
engineer for the North-West have been ap-
peinted, and matters which hitherto have been
referred to Perth will be decided on the spot.
There are some big works—not very many,
it is true—to be dome in the North. Such
works as the designing of a jetty will be re-
tained by the Public Works Department; but
minor werks will be designed by the engineer
for the North on the spot. It will be the
duty of the Commissioner to help as far as
he ean in marketing what is grown in the
North, and to keep the Government advised as
to what can be done in any way to pro-
mote the comfort and convenience of the
residents of that part of Western Australia,
Settlement there is, no doubt, extremely seat-
tered. Tt is not quite so gimple a matter to
control that territory atretching from Carpar-
von to Wyndbamn, as it is to control the closely
gettled regions of the South. We have the
pastoral industry established. We now want
men who will engage in tropical industries.
Cotton exports should eventuaily help the

North-West to bring considerable aums of
money into the State annnally. We have got

to balance the ledger with outside people,
and that can only be dene by exports. With
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regard to mining, the North produces diam-
onds as well as gold. I hbelieve some shows
are being worked up there, and one thing
leads to another, and I hope to see that part
of Western Australia an active mining field.
There 13, too, the chance of discovering oil
in the Kimberleys; at any-rate, the geologists
say so. It would be a very fine thing and
a very lucky day for Western Australia if
oil was discovered in the North-West. Pros-
pecting is now going on rapidly, and the re-
sult ought soon to be a discovery of an oil
well. Probably that discovery would mean
a profit of hundreds of thousands of pounds.
But capital must be got in to help in the
work of discovery. 1 am glad to find that
some of the people of this State are putting
their money into North-West enterprises.
During my recent visit to the North-West [
became convinced that the place ought to be
peopled far more than it is. The pastoral
areas are, of course, well patrolled, and I
know that they are doing their duty by the
State. Other industries still await develop-
ment,

[Hon. G, Taylor took the Chair.]

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie} [10.5]: We
cannot pass the vote in a easual manner, with-
out any observations being offered. No one
doubts that it is great pioneering work that
hag been and is still being done by the peo-
ple of the North, by people who are primarily
engaged in endeavouring to establish second-
ary industries. But that fact, surely, is not
sufficient for the requirements 'of Western
Australia, or to meet the national obligations
of Australia, If there was not an express
obligation upon the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to people, by means of financial assist-
ance and otherwise, the North of Australia,
there certainly was an implied obligation oan
the Federal Government to do those things.
Tf there is one charge that can be sueccessfully
levelled against the PFedera! Government of
to-day, it is their neglect of their obligation
in that direction. At any rate, we are not
prepared to surrender our North-West to the
Federal Government in a gimilar manner to
South Australia’s surrender of her Northern
Territory; we have witnessed the disgraceful
administration of the Northern ‘Territory.
‘With regard to the development of our North-
West——

The CHAIRMAN: I fail to see any item
in this vote for the development of the
North-Weat. The vote deals with salaries.
I think the hon. member had better make
his present speech on the Loan Estimates, I
am not stopping the hon. member. If he
wants to draw the Committee’s attention to
any matter, he has the right to do so.

Mr., LAMBERT: If this vote is not for
the development of the North-West, it can
only be a vote of the Charities Department,
The members from the North-West all de-
sire to see that part of the country pro-
gress. The greatest wrong being done by
the Federal Government is the keeping of
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the north of Australia unpeopled while still
further peopling the big cities of the East-
ern States. The indebtedness of this State
ig largely asc¢ribable to the unbalanced con.
dition of trade and commerce. This young
State is being drained to the extent of
approximately seven wmillion pounds per
annum by the Federal Government; aund
while they are imposing that heavy drain
upon ua they are neglecting their obliga-
tions to the north of Australia. The most
vital question before the Commonwealth to-
day is the peopling of the North. Of eourse
* the difficulties are great, but no greater
than those overcome by California. The
mere appointment by the State Government
of a Commissioner and his assistant will
not meet the paosition. Certain industries
eonld be immediately established in the
North. B0 much has been demonstrated by
experiment in Northern Queensland, Every
member of the House should be impatient
until the Government evidence seme fpro-
gressive policy in this direction. It is not
a party question, for it affects the very
safety of Australia. It can be justly
claimed by nations desiring expansion that
they have a right to the unpeopled lands
wherever they are to be found. If I were
the Premier of this State, I would plant
myself or the doorstep of the Prime Min-
ister and stay there until he recognised in
a practical way that he had to assist this
State to people the North. Only the other
day I had a letter from a Mr. Jones, late
of Western Australia but now a technical
expert in the cultivation of cotton under
the Queensland Government. From the
time when Lord Forrest was at the head of
affairs in this State, has Mr. Jones pointed
out the possibilities of growing cotton and
tropical and sub-tropical plants and fruit
in the North., But always his plea has been
ignored. The proposed centre of activity
was too far away; there was no kudos to
be pained, "and therefore this great terri-
tory still remaina unocecupied. But surely
now, when we have had the lessons of the
Great War, when we realise the necessitv
for peopling the country with Anplo-Saxons,
we can make an appeal to the Federal Gov-
ernment, feeling confident that if they fail
us the Imperial Government, at all events,
will recognise the necessity for peopling
our unoecupied ferritory. If I appear to
speak warmly on this subject it i3 only
because I have deeply considered it ever
since boyhood. Generally when the develop-
ment of the North-West is voiced in this
Chamber, it is voiced in the terms of a
jetty to enable semebody to get a few bales
of woo), or a few head of cattle, away The
Scaddan Government did provide facilities
up there in the shape of freezing works.
whieh unfortunately have not been success-
ful.
Hon.
market.
Mr. LAMBERT: That is so. But that is
by ne means the only activity in which the

W. C. Angwin: Owing to the
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State Government ¢ould show their interest
in the development of that big rich terri-
toery. [ hope the mew ommissivmer, with
his techpical assistant, will he agble to
advise the Government on the question of
commercially growing tropical apd sub-
tropical frait ard plauts. [ am afraid the
Commissioner will not do very much good.
His appointment was not justified. If, in-
stead of appointing a Commissioner, the
Government had called together the mem-
bers from the North, a policy could have
been formulated which would have given
some tangible practieal results, I hope the
Goveronment will realigse the necessity for a
more vigoroua developmental policy for the
North. The Federal Government ovght to
be notified that they are not to be allowed
to go on draining this small State in order
to bolster up the big cities of the East.

The CHATRMAN: We cannot have the
whole of the ramifications of Federation
discussed under this vote,

Mr. LAMBERT: Very well. Recent
geological disclosures point to the possibility
of the occurrenee of oil in the Kimberleys.
That is the first portion of Australia to be
tackled under a schemec of practical boring.
As was pointed out by the Premier, in the
flotation of oil companies, unless we can
get market interests, we cannot get men
who will provide suffivient working capital
to properly try out the country. I hope
the Government will ask the Imperial Gov-
ernment to send to Western Australia the
best possible man for the purpose of testing
that country. The preliminary geological
examination, and the conclusions arrived ar,
are "so important that it behoves the Gov-
crnment to get the best possible geologieal
man to make a thorough survey of the North.
Only a casual geological survey has been
made. I hope the people of Australia will
focuss their attention upon the matter of the
encouragement the Government are prepared
to give for the leeation of ¢il in commereial
quantities, I am not financially interested in
any of the oil concerns, lmt the peologieal
reports are of such great importance that the
Government would be justified in immedi-
ately procuring the wervices of the Dest oil
expert available.

Mr. Underwood: But all the country is
Leld by two or three people.

My, LAMBERT: True, but I would not
put any obstacle in the way of the develop-
ment of this country.

Alr, Underwood: Why do not they bring a
geologist here?

Mr, LAMBERT: The matter is of too
great importance. These people hold their
concessions rightly under license granted by
the Crown, and should be given the fullest
possible opportunity to enjoy the privileges
they have rightly aequired.

Mr. Underwood: And the rest of the eiti-
zens should pay for the geclogist’s report?

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon, member should
not permit his judgment to be warped by the
fact that some individunls stand to make a
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little money out of these concessions. This
matter is of such importance to the State and
Commeonwealth that it behoves the Govern-
ment to proeure the best man without delay,
s0 that these companies may he guided in
the initial stages of their activities.

The Minister for Works: We are impressed
with that, aud will see to it. You need not
argue it,

Mr. Underwood: But if two or three people
have all the country, why not let them pros-
peet for it themselves?

Mr, LAMBERT: The eempanies have
rightly acguired their licenses.

Mr. Underwood: Rightly acquired the right
to search for oil, but we should not seareh
for it ior them.

Mr. LAMBERT: All the people of Aus-
tralin are interested in their aetivities, and
it is omly right that the Government should
guide them in the initia} stages when suceess
or failure will mean so much probably to the
State of Western Australin. The great ques-
tion of the development of the North should
be dealt with, hot in an abstract way, but in
a practieal way. Members shculd foeus
their attention wupon the obligations of the
Federal Government to us. We should tell
them that we as a State will not permit them
to go on building up the big Eastern cities
at our expense while the development of the
North remains neglected.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [10.35]: I very
much regret to have to conclude from the Pre-
mier’s introduetion of these Estimates that
he has entirely failed to realise his and the
Government's respousibility for the develop-
ment of the North. As the member for Caol-
gardie (Mr. Lambert) has pointed out, it
is not a matter of respongibility to the North-
West alone. It is not 2 matter of responsibility
to thia State only. It is a matter of responsi-
bility to the Commonwealth and to the
Empire. We are told that this depart-
ment has Dbeen ercated for the develop-
ment of the North. Therefore, I con-
gider we aure justly entitled to speak on the
development of the North. The ordinary
fonctions of government in the North are
carried out by cxisting departments, and this
department has been ercated for one purpose,
that purpose being the development of the
North. Therefore, I do not think it is out
of place to speak of the neeessity for de-
veloping the North.

The CHATRMAX : T eannot permit a wide
range of discussion on this vote. There must
be a limit to it.

Mr. ANGELO: But this department has
been created for one specific purpose.

The CHAIRMAN: The Estimates do not
say so.

Mr. ANGELO: We were told that the de-
partment was created

The CHAIRMAN: T do not know what
you were told; the position is as T have ex-
plained it.

Mr. ANGELQ: The Prewier in introdue-
ing the Estimates spoke of the development
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of the North, and other members who have
addressed themselves to these Estimates have
tollowed suit. The Government fail to re-
alise that we have 2,000 miles of coast line
with only 6,000 people inhabitating it. That
alone shows the necessity for the peopling of
the North being taken in hand immediately
and in somethieg like an earnest fashion. In
the other States there is on toot a project of
a million farms tor a million people. The
reason given for this is the necessity for
populating the empty spaces. How much
more necessary is it to adopt something of
the kind for Western Australia? The Gov-
ernment tell us that they intend to spend
large sums of money in the South-West for
the purpose of defence and protection. We
have heard that large sums of money are to
be expended on the development of our wheat
areas for the: same purposes—defence and
protection. Yet here we have 2,000 miles of
coast ling, the most vulnerable part of the
country adjacent to lands containing millions
of foreigners, and not a penny of expenditure
is proposed for Jdevelopment. The Govermment
have emunciated a poliey to bring under oc-
cupation the unused land of the South-West.
We are told that the vacant land adjacent to
our railways must be utilised. What if
other nations adopted the same attitude with
regard to the North and said, ‘*If you do
not people and oceupy it, you should give
it up to those who will oeceupy it''%
The Premier tells us we should produce ban-
anas, peanuts and pireapples, and that we
shonld catch fish, Experts in the Agricultural
Department have told him that from the
North we can produce a very large proportion
of the commodities that are at present im-
ported into the State—£3,700,000 worth last
Fear.

The Minister for Works:
them all classified?

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, and I am .prepared
to hand the list to the Ministes. I have
frequently heard the Minister for the North-
West advocating those very things which the
member for Coolgardie and others in thig
Chamber have advocated should be done in
the North, but nothing has been done. In order
to get population there facilities muat be given
to the settlers. The ships on the coast are so
erowded that it is impossible to get a berth.

Mr. Mann: Get the traffic and you will
get more ships.

Mr. ANGELO: The companies will not
put on mare ships while the Governnent are
carrying on the State Steamship Service.

Mr. Marshall: Do you advise withdrawing
that service?

Mr. ANGELO: The Government should
have a State Steamship Service for the de-
velopment of the North, but it should be pro-
perly ruu, not in the present haphazard
manner., They say that their steamers are
not paying. Tt iz impossible to make the
f“Bambra'’ pay. She ig larger than the
‘‘Minderan'’ and yet she can only carry
3,000 sheep fully loaded, whereas the ‘‘Min-
deroo,’’ a smaller boat, can carry 6,000 sheep.

Have you got
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The ‘" Bambra’’ was not built for that coast,

and has mot been properly fitted. She is
bound to be a losing proposition.
The Minister for Works: She is only &

makeshift.

Mr. Mann: 8he cost us nothing.

Mr, ANGELO: Even a gift may prove to
be a costly thing. I urge uwpon the Govern.
ment to give travelling facilities along the
coast and enable us to get our produce to
market. If they cannot run the State Steam-
ghip Serviece properly they should let someone
else do it. There are three steamers trading
to Singapore which also trade along the ¢oast,
but we may lose those boats at any time.

Mr, Mann: They have been running for
Tears.

Mr. ANGELO: The Navigation Act may
yet compel these boats to carry white erews.

Mr. Mann: They have exemption,

Mr, ANGELO: The Prime Minister of the
Commonwealth cannot guarantee that exemp-
tion, The seamer may threaten to strike un-
less white crews are put on these boats, and
the Federal Government, who will not care
what bappens to the North-West coast, will
give way in order to obviate a strike in the
rest of Australia.

Mr. Marshall: We are giving you an aerial
service.

Mr. ANGELO: We did not ask for it.
We are glad to have mail facilities, but what
will an aerial service do towards populating
the North-West? The Federal Government
will doubtless tell us that this is another ad-
vantage we derive from Federation, whereas
it is merely an experiment in connection with
defence.

Mr, Mopey: Is it not their responsibility
to do many of the things you are speaking
about?

Mr. ANGELO: Yes. The Premier said
that the country should be carrying maore
sheep. I agree, but more sheep cannot be
earried without railway facilities to take the
wool to port, It is mot a payable proposition
to grow sheep if wool has to be carted more
than 200 miles,

Mr. Mann: You do not suggest a 300-mile
railway in the Gascoyne.

[Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

Mr. ANGELO: I have suggested a rail-
way of 105 miles in length from Carnarvon to
the junction. I proved to the House that it
would make a profit of £15,000 a year from
the time it was opened.

The Minister for Works: On a capital of
£700,0007

Mr. ANGELO: T feel sure that T could get
a tender for less than £400,000. We do not
want an elaborate railway such as is usually
built by the Public Works Department. The
railway could be utilised for the carrying
of sheep. We should be sble to double our
carrying capacity if we had spur lines rum-
ning inland from the coast, Thousands of
acres were made available by the Marble Bar
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railway; that country could not carry sheep
profitably before.

Mr. Mann: The railway does not pay.

Mr. ANGELO: No. In my district pas-
toralists pay from ls. 6d. to Zs. per ton per
mile for the cartage of their wool, whereas
the people farther north get their wool to
port for 6d. per ton per mile by the railway.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Angd the pastoralists
in your district would soon want freight at
the same rate, and it would be a repetition
of the rabbit-proof ferce affair.

Mr. ANGELO: The pastoralists are wil-
ling te pay ls. per ton per mile if they can
get the railway.

The Minister for Works: Would the traffie
pay on the capital which would have to be
expended, and on the wages which would bave
to be paid?

Mr. ANGELO: We are still awaiting the
report which the Premier promised.

The Minister for Worka: You do not want
a report when you know the railways would
cost £700,000. !

Mr, ANGELO: How can that be? There
is not a single culvert to be built or a cutting
to he made.

The Minister for Works: That does not
matter. Rails and fastenings would cost
£300,000, the sleepers £107,000, and then you
would have to do the work.

Mr, ANGELOQ: There are uo engineering
difficulties. I must have been erroneously
advised by the engineerz of the Minister’s
department. My figures were based on in-
formation supplied from that source.

The Minister for Works: Probably you
did not understand it.

Mr. ANGELO: We will await that report
with much interest. An hon. member by way
of interjection asked what we wanted the
Government to do in the North-West. We
want the Govermment to provide steamer
transport. I have already indicated why we
want those facilities. The Government must
provide a reliable service or else get out
and inpduce someone else to engage in that
trade. We want the hinterland opened up
by spur lines from the coast. We want a
certain amount of agricultural land cut up
into smaller heldings. There have been people
who endeavoured to secure land but have been
turned down, in one instance, after waiting
for a year.

Hon., W. C. Angwin: Have you heard of
Kitson Hunter?

Mr. ANGELO: No, but I know of Hol-
ling, who was prepared to spend a lot of
money in developing the land in the North-
West., After waiting for over a year with-
out getting land, he went back to Vietoria.
Five months ago, T took a syndicate of thrce
or four men, all old inhabitants of Western
Australia, to the Miniater for the North-West.
They were prepared to start a banana and
pineapple plantation but, after five months,
those men are still waiting for land.

The Premier: And we have no bananas
yet!
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Mr. ANGELO: Another gentleman came
from Queensland. He represents a ayndi-
cate in that State and the Premier has given
an assurance that if this man is satisfied
with the land, he will facilitate his work in
getting that land. T am convinced that the
Premicr will, in this instance, do all he can
to assist in that direction.

The Premier: He is the best man vou
have brought in so far.

Mr., ANGELO: That is hardly fair to the
others.

The Premier: Yes, it is.

Mr., ANGELO: The men I have mentioned

would have gona on with their proposition if
they had: secured the land. Over a year ago
I asked, on behzlf of a number of workers at
Carnarvon, that the workers’ homes scheme
should be extended to that centre. Nething
has been done yet. The extension of the
acheme to places such as Carnarvon would
encourage people to remain there and the
present  sparse populations would be in-
cereased, while it would tend also to absorb
some of the surplua population in the
larger centres throughout the State.

. The Premier: You can get the money to
build the homes, but you want us to build
them for you.

Mr. ANGELO: I only want an officer to
go up there to explain the operations of the
scheme and approve of the building sites.

Mr. Mann: Is there no builder at Car-
narvon? .

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, there is one.

Mr. Marn: Then you only want the money.

Mr. ANGELQO: The trouble is that the
operation of the scheme has never been ex-
plained to the people there. A tremendous
obligation rests on the Government of West-
ern Australia in carrying out the govern-
mental functions in so large an area as we
possess, T do not think any set of men,
though they be the cleverest men in the
world, can possibly do that satisfuctorily.
After visiting the South-Western portion of
the State and seeing the huge extent of won-
derful country awaiting development there, I
have come to the coneclusion that it is not a
fair thing to ask any Government to tackle
the task of developing the whole of the State.
The Government should spend all their time
in developing the South-West and give us an
apportunity of setting up our own State in
the North-West and looking after our own
affairs. The only way to develop the North-
West is to set aside a large sum of money
for that specific purpose. We should ask
the Imperial Government or the I'ederal Gov-
ernment to share in the responsibility.

The Minister for Agriculture: What has
the Federal Government dome for the North-
ern Territory?

Mr. ANGELO: I do not want the Fed-
eral Government te do it; I want the Pre-
mier to secure a locan of two millions or so
from them, for the development of the North.
While that will not go very far it will give
w3 a start. A million pounds would give us
four new steamers. If we had adequate ship-
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ping facilities half our trouble would be over.
Before the war private shipping ecompanies
were able to make the business pay.

Mr. Money: Were you satisfied with their
service?

Mr. ANGELQ: We were, to a certain ex-
tent; but, unfortunately, the Adelaide Steam-
ship Company and the Singapore boats prae-
tically erezted a monopoly. The resuit of
this was that Forrest, Emanuel, and Co.
secured the whole of the space.  That, of
course, was not satisfactory to the people of
the North-West. I consider, however, that
the provision of State steamera to develop
the North-West is just as essential as rail-
ways are necessary in the South-West, al-
though I do not believe in State enterprise,
where the work can be done equally well by
private enterprise.

The Minister for Works: Would these
ships he able to get full cargoes each time
they called at®the various ports?

Mr. ANGELO: I am certain they wounld.
At the present time, there are 200,000 sheep
in the Gascoyne district alone which cannot
be tmken away becanse we have not the
steamers to lift them.

Mr. Money: If you could get them away,
you could not sell them.

Mr. ANGELO: We ecould send them to
Singapore and Java.

Hon. W. G, Angwin: That would only be
a femporary arrangement.

Mr. ANGELO: That is so, but as we de-
velop the North-West, so the increased car-
goes will be available.

The Premier: As noon as the freezing
works are in operation, that position will he
rectified.

Mr. ANGELO: When the works are in
operation, we will be able to despatch case
stuff and frozen cargo gemerally. I want the
Government, however, to realise the possi-
bilities of development in the North-West
and their respounsibility regarding that de-
velopment, They have the responsibility in
two ways: the responmsibility of immediately
developing the North, or the responsibility
of saying that they are not able to do it.
Therc are pcople prepared to go into indus-
tries in the North, providing facilities for
transport are given them. There are people
prepared to take wup pastoral proposi-
tions in the North, providing the Gov-
ernment give them faeilities for bringing
their wool into port: at present it does mot
pay to cart wool more tham, say, 250 miles.
There are people prepared to wundertake
minor agrieultural pursnits there when the
Government have cut up the lsnd. After
being here for three years T was at last able
to get a surveyor sent up to the Gascoyne.
But the (Gascoyne is only one district where
closer settlement could take place in the
North. Is the surveyor now at Carmarvon
to come back to Perth after finishing his work
on the Gascoyne, or is he to go on cutting up
land, equally rich, on the rivers further
north? We of the North want closer settle-
ment, and some proper Government policy of
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development for the North, Some of the
lands of the North :nust be cut up for ¢loser
settlemeat, ready for the people.

The Minister for Works: No policy will
develop the North if you have mot got the
people,

Mr. ANGELO: We will get the people,
if only the North is opened up for them, I
spoke of Mr. Hollins, who was prepared to
briug £30,000 for the purpose of closer settle-
ment on the (Gascoyme.

The Premier: He was not prepared to
bring £30,000.

Mr. ANGELU: The Premier is entirely
wrong there,

The Prewier: I say no.
wrong.

Mr. ANGELQ: The Fremier sent this gen-
tleman with me to Mr. Morris to make the
nl‘('l‘SSfll'.\' m'rangcments.

The Premier: T know all about it. There
way uo £30,000. '

Mr. ANGELO: One of the conditions was
thai the land should be available immediately
a sum of £250 had been paid for survey
fees. Mr. Hollinga offered bhis cheque
straight away. But nothing was done. So
the thing went ou. The unfortunate part of
it was that the Premier would have had to
introduee a Bill intoe Parliament. I think
that was really what blocked the matter.
However, there is the case of other people,
who waited for five mwonths, who have not
yet got n reply as to whether they can get
land.

The Premier: It is no use talking like
that. The land is being eut up now. .

Mr. ANGELO: Only the other day I went
to the office of the Minister for the North-
West and said to the secretary of the de-
pariment, ** What about the applications from
these people’’? T could mention the names;
they are people here. The reply I got was,
‘“That matter is not finalised yet.’” It is

I say you are

five months since I introduced the deputa-

tion. It is 21l nonsensc to say

The Premier: You are quite right; it is
all nonsense.

Mr. ANGELO: I can prove it to the
Premier to-morrow morning.

The Premier: T will bet yon you ean’t.

Mr. ANGELO: Let the lands be surveyed
and ent up. 1 believe a report came dovwn
vesterday by the ‘‘Gorgon’’ that 2 certain
area of land had been cut up on the Gas-
coyne, Three weeks age T handed to ihe
Minister for the North-West a petition signed
Ly 26 people who wish to take up garden
blocks on the {inscoyne—30-acre hlocks. That
size of blork is quite large enough for eloser
settlement,  On the Gascoyne a man can
make a good living on 30 acres under irrviga-
tion. The I'remier tells us we should grow
bananas and pinc-apples there. We ought to
have bigger lines in view. How is it that in
Queensland, in the same latitude, the dairying
industry hay gone ahead so well. We ought to
be dairying on the Gascoyne.

The Premier: Well, why aren’t you?
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Hon. W, . Angwin: Because they prefer
to keep their land under sheep.

Mr. ANGELO: The trouble is that the
Government do not realise the possibilities
of the North, do not know the vonditions ex-
istingethere. [ shall not detain the Commit-
tee further except to ask the Government
again, whether they are going to talke the
question of the North seriously in hand, or
whether they are going to Le honest aod say,
*We cannot do it, but we will assist you
northern peopie to form a State of your own,
and then you can work out your own salva-
tion’'t

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fremantle}
[11.8]: Having listened attentively to the last
speaker, 1 am of opinion that the best thing for
the hon. member to do is to send in his resig-
nation as a Parliamentary represenative.

Mr. Angelo: Why ?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : I shall tell the hon.
member why in & few minutes. To-night he
has been appealing to the Government to horrow
and spend several millions of money for the
opening up of the North-West, the necessity for
which proceeding the hon. member has pointed
out in detail. He savs, ** Start off by borrowing
s million.” That million is to buy ships. The
hon. membet says, * We can get four steamers
for a wmillion. Let the Government start off
with that.” Then the hon. member wants a
railway, which the Minister for Works says will
cost £700,000.

Mr. Angelo: The Minister is wrong.

The Minister for Works : No! The Minister is
right.

gIE[-m. W. C. ANGWIN : The railway is guaran.
teed a return of so and so much from the car-
ringe of wool. It was the same thing with the
rabbit-proof fence in the North, The Xtate
spent £60,000 on that and, when the fence was
finished, the pastoraliste did not pay. -

Mr. Angelo: That is wrong. T explained that
matter the other night, and moreover to the
satisfaction of your lcader. :

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN : That is all right. My
leader knows all about it too.

Mr. Angele: He does now.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Froni the “ West
Australian ** of the 2nd July last, which s not
very long ago, I learned that the Primary Pro-
ducers' Assaciation had held a meeting and had
passed a resolution declaring that in the opinion
of the executive the continued Gnancial drift of
the State, and the fmilure of past Governments
to cope with the yearly increasing deficit, ren-
dered it obligatory on the Country Party to
make every effort to comply with plank 11 of
the party's platform, whieh plank provided for
economical administretion of (lovernmeot de-
partments and economical expenditure of public
funds. The resolution further asserted that the
absence of efforts by past Governments to bring
their expenditure within their income had al.
ready prejudiced the credit of the State, and
that as tho Country Party were now ecarrving
equel responsibilities in the administration of
the State, it was incumbent wpon the party to
ingist that the deplorably extravagant adminis-
tration of the past should cease, and that every
constitutional move muast he made to place the
finances of the State on a satisfactory basia.
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Mr. Angelo: That resolution does not tefer
to loan moneys, you know!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : The resolution speaks
of public funds, and loan moneys are public
funds. That is one of the planks of the platform
of the bon. member who just now has been asking
the Govarnment to raise money by the million.
That hon. member stood at the last general
election as an adherent of the Country Party.

Mr. Angelo: My friends want a million hor
rowed for the development of the South-West,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Only one member of
the Country Party hes demanded expenditure
in the South-West, and that is the member for
Sussex. The other members of the Country
Party have been all for the wheat belt. As I
have said here before, when it was a matter of
providing potato storage for the South-West,
the proposal was supported only by the member
for Sussex and the member for Buabury.

Hon. P. Collier: The Leader of the Country
Party has no time for the South-West at all.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN : There is no doubt that
the North-West will have to be developed.

Mr. Angelo: Now we are on common ground.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : But the present time
is not opportune for developing the North-West,
by reason of the dearmess of money. |

Mr, Angelo: You will lose the North-Wast if
3ou do not develop it very quickly.

Hon W. C. ANGWIN: We are in a very
awkward position in respect of the develop:nént
of the North-West, because by recent legislation
we have blocked that very development for 40
Jears,

Mr. Angelo: It does not prevent closer gettle-
ment.

Hon. W. U. ANGWIN : To a large extent, it
does. Of course if the agriculturiat goes in
there, closer eettlement can be brought about,
but there can be no closer pastoral settlement
for the next 4G years. However, that does not
absolve my friend from the pledge he has given
to ‘his party to support economy at all costs,
To-night he has been voicing, not the views of
the Country Party, to which he belongs, but the
views of the electors of Gascoyne. When he
joined the Country Party I told him he was
making a mistake, but T scarcely thought he
would ever demonstrate it so clearly as he has
done to-night. If we were to spend every penny
of our money on the development of the North-
Weat it would be but a drop in the ocean. Re.
cently a friend of mine got toiether a party of
17 or 18 soldiers prepared to take up land in the
North. Many of them were trained in tropical
sgriculture. They went to the Minister for the
North-West and also to the Lands Department,
but they did not get any encouragement at all,
and there is abroad a suspicion that the land
they wanted is being held for some favoured
applicant.

Mr. Angelo: Where is the lend ?

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The hon. member
ought to know, for T am under the impression
that the representative of the party eaw him in
regard to the proposal.

Mr. Angelo: Isitland on the Gagcoyne ?

Hon., W. C. ANGWIN : Yes, land in the Gas
coyne district.

Mr. Angelo : The member for Kimberley (Mr.
Durack) tells me it is in the Kimberley distriot.
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Hon, W. €. ANGWIN : I believe it is in the
Gageoyne district. I advised my friends to see
the member for Gascoyne, who, I hoped, would
enthusisgtically take up the matter. However,
at the present time it ia quite useless to think of
indulging in any big scheme entailing the ex-
penditure of enormous sums of money such as
the hon. member has outlined to-night, especially
when it i3 remembered that some of us have
signed plank 11 of the platform of the Country
Party. :

Mr, DURACK (Kimberley) (11-16}: The im-
portance of this subject justifies me in aski
the Premier to report progress so e&s to give
opportunity for further consideration,

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Aborigines, £8,395—agreed to.
This concluded the general Estimates.
Public Utilities :

Vote—Aborigines Cattle Station (Moola Bulla),
£11,563 ; Albany Cold Stores, £264 ; Avondale
and Hervey Estate, £1,500—agreed to.

Vote—Butter factories, £34,259:

Mr. MONEY : [ should like an explanation of
the increase of £7,756.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE : That
is in relation to the Busselton factory.

Hou. P. COLLIER : I should like to know how
many factoriea are covered by this vote. I
understand it has nothing to do with snbsidised
factories.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE : Pro-
vision for subsidised factories comes under Loan
Fund. They are run entirely by the respective
companics,

Mr. MeCallum : Whereis the State factory ?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: At
Busselton. That ia the only State factory.

Mr. MeCallum : What about Denmark ?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE : That
is non.existent.

Hon. W. C. Angwin : What about Albany ?

The MINISTER FQOR AGRICULTURE : That
is another snbsidised company. This vote is
entirely for the Busgelton factory,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: What was the losy laat

ear ¥

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE : There
was a profit of £1,200 or £1,500.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We have not seen the
balance sheet.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: It
is in the report of the Department of Agriculture.
This is the first oceagion on which T have known
the member for North.East Fremantle to miss
anything,

Mr, Money : Is it expected that the £7,756
excess will come back to the Government ?

- The Premier: Yes - -

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE : We
have to spend this money but will get it back,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T am surprised that
the member for Sussex (Mr, Pickering) is mot
rajging his veice in opposition to this butter
factory. If I were opposed to the principle of
Government trading, I would object to it wher-
ever it existed, I would not object to it when
an enterpriee was located in some other electorate
and remain ailent when the undgrtaking was
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in my own district. We should have had some
information regarding the output of this factory
and the interest, sinking fund, and depreciation
charges.

The Premier: You established this factory.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : But the member for
Bussex said all trading concerns should be closed
down,

The Premier: I asree with him,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not. Members,
after having been briefed by some outside body,
come here and muke untrue statements regarding
the Ftate trading concerns for the purposs of
condemning them.

Mr. Pickering : That ia not fair.

Hon. P. Collier: Well, influenced.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : But when it affects a
trading concern in their own district, they say
nothing about it.

Mr. Pickering : I spoke aboub it.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Here is & vote of
£34,259, and the hon. member sits back quietly
as if he thoroughly believed in State trading
conoerns. Presumably, he does, go long as they
are in the Sussex electorate.

Mr. Pickering : T am not taking any exception
to it,

Hon. P. Collier: Why not be consistent ?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN : Jf the Premier brings
down a bill for the sale of the State trading con-
cerns, will he include in it the Busselton butter
factory ?

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN : Members on the Gov-
ernment side say that the principle of State
trading is bad. I say it is good. If T had my
way, I would start a few more concerns.

Mr, Money : It would be better to asaist pri-
vate enterprise. It has turned out all right at
Bunbury. . -

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN ;: Unfortunately for the
pecple, & war occurred and the price of butter
became very high. For many vears the Bun-
bury comypany had great difficulty in meeting
their engagements to the Government.

Mr. Money : They met them.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : Yet members expect
all other trading concerns to meet their engage.
menta at once.

Mr. Money: The Bunbury factory is not s
State trading concern..

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It was started with
State money. What a row there is about the
Wyndham Meat Works! The position there is
due to the fact that the bottom has fallen out of
the meat market.

Mr, Money: Would not it be better if that
were a private enterprise assisted by the State ?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN : The works would never
have been constructed. The people of Wyndham
were as anxious as anyone for the Government
to start those meat works, and yet they objected
to the proposal of the present Premier, when he
waa Minister for Lands some years ago, that
there should be a stock tax. T hope the member
for Sussex will be able to justify the (Government
in continuing this treding concern at Busselton.
If the principle as applied to my electorate is
bad, it is equally bad when applied to the Snssex
electorate. The hon. member has continually
condemned the principle of State trading con-
cerns. If he intends to be politically honest, he
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should tell the Government they have no right
to continue these works, but should sell them.

Mr, Pickering : It would not do to be politically
honest in that way.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN : If the kon. member
did teke such action, I would oppose him. This
trading concern appears under a new heading—
** Public Utilities.” The Busselton Butter Fac-
tory, the Wyndham Meat Works and the State
Ferries are not public utilities but trading con.
cerns.

Mr. Pickering : Thia factory is mot in com-
petition,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It is in competition
with the Bunbury factory and with Macfarlane's
tactory. So far as other State enterprises are
congerned, everything is wrong in the eyes of the
hon, member and he has stressed the detrimental
effect he claims they have had upon the State,

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Goldfields Water Supply Under-
taking £130,902; Goverument Refrigerating
works, £7,450; Kalgoorlic Abattoirs, £3,813;
Metropolitan Abatteirs and Baleyards, £15,-
103—agreed to.

Vote—Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewer-
age and Drainage, £120,481:

Mr. McCALLUM: The Minister for Works
made certain promises in reference to the
RMetropolitan water supply. I have always
{hought that a promise made by him would
hie kept. He stated in answer to a guestion of
mine at the heginning of the session .that
ithere would be ample water to meet the
summer requirements of Fremantle, and that
there would be no farther need to worry. The
summer has scarcely slarted and yet, on three
mornings this week, I have beem unable to
get a shower ir my house. The supply is
worse now than it was al this time last year?

The Minister for Works: I am making a
note of the matter, and will go into it,

Mr. McCALLUM: 1 believe a reservoir
has been built at East Fremantle but that
does not affeet the South Fremantle distriet.

The Minister for Works: What is the
nse of talking tommy rot?

Mr, M¢CALLUM: Does the Minister know
more about the water supply in my home than
1 do myself? He should listen to reason. 1
am not going to be bullied or bounced by him.
Let him keep his temper and not talk in that
way.

'.{:he Minister for Works:
temper. I am quite ¢alm.

Mr. McCALLUM: I ask that the words
“tommy rot’'’ be withdrawn.

The Minister for Works: I withdraw
‘“tommy robt’’ and wil] call it ‘“Thomas
xot ’’ and I withdraw that, too.

Mr, McCALLUM: Faney gefting this kind
of tomfoolery from a Minister of the Crown!

The Minister for Works: I object to the
expression ‘¢ tomfoolery.”’ My name is not
“Tam,’’ and T am not a fool,

Mr. Lutey: The word ‘‘Thomas’’ should
ke withdrawn.

The Minister for Works: T do withdraw it,
but T do mnot like ‘‘tomfoolery.’’ All this

You keep your
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has happened beeause o man cannot get a
ghower. If he reguires information he ean
get all he wants.

Mr. McCALLUM: I asked the question
early in the session, because I knew how
acute the position was last summer, and 1
aceepted the Minister’s word that there would
be an improvement,

The Minister for Works:
not break his word.

Mr, MeCALLUM:
not deing so.

The Minister for Works: I am not respon-
sible, becanse you eannot get a shower.

Mr. MecCALLUM: I am told I am talking
tommy rot when I tell the Minister what 1
know about my own hovse.

The CHATRMAN: The Minister has with-
drawn that; get ea with your speech,

The Minister for Works: Why do you not
come to the department instead of wasting
our time like this?

. MeCALLUM:
time as I like.

The Minister for Werks:
1o you.

Mr MeCALLUM: 1t docs not trouble me

what the Minister does.

' The Minister for Works:
trouble me what you do.

Mr, McCALLUM: The Press have pub-
lished certain information indieating that the
Government were making certain improve-
ments in the water supply, and that there
wonld be no water famine again in the metro-
politan area. We have to pay heavy rates
for our water and people arc paying for water
they never get. There is a new house going
up now in my electorate and a request has
been made that water shovld be laid on by
rueans of a pipe line running a few, hundred
yards down the street. The Minister refused
to do this unless there was a guarantee that
the c¢ost would be met for the cur-
rent year, notwithstanding that water rates
have been paid for many years past for noth-
ing. The administration of our water supply
is undemocratic. It shows ineompetency,
and lack of imagination as to the require-
ments of the people. Public utterances
have been made about an improvement in
the position, ard now, before the summer
has fairly started, people are unable to get
suafficient- water for domestic requirements.
When one asks for information from the
Minister one is treated in an uncouth
manner, and he leaves the Chamber and de-
slines to angwer questions. AN we get is
this spoilt child attitude on the part of the
Minister who runs out hecause he feels
hurt, just like the little boy who refused
to play with another on account of an argn-
ment he has had with him. The whole
thing is childish. He will not play in our
back yard because he has had a row with
the boy next door. Perhapa it is no wonder
the people of the metropolitan area will
have to go without an adequate water sup-
ply. They will not' tolerate if, and will
keep him busy with their complaints be.
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The Minister does

I gave him eredit for

I shall take as much

T will not listen

Nor does it

1937

fore the summer is out, I will see that all
the complaints that come to me regarding
water supply troubles in my district, are
despatched to the Minister. I will soe he is
bombarded with them.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: I am sorry the
Premier did not agree to postpone con-
sideration of this wvote. There are many
complaints voiced in my electorate regard-
ing the water supply. Probably no district
in f{he metropolitan area is progressing
more than East Fremantle. People there
have offcred to pay a guarantee but the
Geverpment have not provided the necessary
water supply, because they cannot find the
money to put dowa the pipes. There is
a very fine reservoir within a stone’s throw
of where these people require a service.
That water is mostly needed for shipping
purposes. For many years, the Fremantle
water supply coatributed handaomely to the
revenue of the State. When the Fremanile
scheme wag linked up with the metropolitan
scheme, the rates were doubled but the
people have been suffering from- greater dis-
advantages than they experienced previ-
onsly. The people in the Fremantle district
have now to pay their share in the big
capitalisation of the whole metropolitan
scheme. With rates dowbled, the people
naturally expect better supplies. 1 had
anticipated that the Minister would have
made a statement to the Committee dealing
with the metropolitan water supply, regard-
ing which the people are becoming rather
uneasy. Certain provisions should be made
to cope with the developments which wiil
take place in the future,

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 1145 pm.
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