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passed another plae it has been subjected to
close scrutiny by auctionering firms and
others, and it has been found that there are
one or two provisions that need to be in-
serted. For instance, it is intended to re-
enact the old provisions for holding auction
sales at night. The sale by auction of wool
in Western Australia. is likely to become an
important matter, and it is customary to
hold these sales at night. There is also need
for som e provision for auctioneers to act on
behalf of firms. When the second reading
is carried I shall place on the Notice Paper
the several amendments T have indicated
and which have arisen chiefly out of the
close scrutiny of the Bill by auctioneering
firms and others since the Bill was first
brought in. I move-

That the Bill be now read a teeond time.

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [6.0]: 1 have given the Bill a
good deal of attention and from the num-
ber of amendments which the Leader of the
House proposes to move, I am surprised that
the Treasurer, when he introduced the mea-
sure in. another place, did not secure the
opinions of those interested. in the business,
to a greater extent than he did. Several
amendments are to be submitted so that' the
Bill may be made more workable. The
amendments I will not go into now, especi-
ally as they have been to some extent ad-
verted to by the Leader of the House. But,
generally, I think the Bill will be a good one
by the time it is finished. without going
into further details, I have pleasure in snp-
porting the second reading.

On motion by Hon. JI. J. Holmes, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6-2 p-rm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-RATES, PAYMENT AT
IMILLS.

Mr. O'LOOHLEN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is he aware that the Murray
Road Board has levied rates on the occupiers
of the cottages at the railway mill at Dwel-
lingup, 2, Is it a fact that similar rates levied
at Holyonke have been paid by the State Saw-

i]ls Department9 q, -%s he aware that the
whole of the rates levied at Pemberton and
Manjimup Sawmills are paid by the State
Sawmills Department? 4, As the provision
of cottages and huts is9 a condition of employ-
,nent aind such rates are paid by all private
sawrnillcrs, will the 'Minister make the neces-
sary provision?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Railways) replied: 1, 'Yes. 2,
No, but an agreement has been recently made
to pay on. cottages from which revenue is
derived. 3, Yes, on cottages from which re-
venue is derived. 4, The provision of cottages
and huts is not a condition of employment in-
asmuch as occupation is optional to employees.
Arrangements have been made to pay the
rates on cottages from which revenue is de-
rived.

QUESTION-ABORIGINAL PRISONERS,
EMPLOYMENT.

Mr. WILLOOCK asked th-e olonial Sec-
retary: 1, Is he aware that the road board at
Broome is employing aboriginal prison labour
for the construction of a water pipe line. at
Brounme where there is ample white labour
available? 2, Is this in accord with the Gov-
ernment's policy? 3, In any case, will he give
instructions for discontinuance of the em-
ployment of prisoners while men are seeking
eniployment?
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, The latest return, which is for the month
of October, shows that, among other jobs,
some work was being done on trenching a
pipe track. 2, The work of aboriginal pris-
oners in North-West goals is, under certain
conditions, made available to local authorities.
The nature and locality of the work is ar-
ranged between the gaolers and the local au-
thorities. This has been the policy of all suc-
cessive Governments. 3, No; it is necessary
that the prisoners be employed.

QUESTION--WATER SLUPPlLY,
MONGER.

MT.

Mr. C 'LOGULEN (for Mr. Munsie) asked
the Miniser for '%ines: 1, What has been the
total cost to the Government for providing
water at Mft. Monger-(a) sinking of the
dam; (b) boring for water; (c) deepening the
water shaft; (d) laying and relaying the pipe
lines; (e) any other costs incurred? 2, 'What
would be the approximate cost of laying
the Gin, main from Roorara to Mit. Monger, a
distance of 21 miles7

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Mines) replied: 1, (a) Approxi-
mately £2,500, fresh water tank. (b) £181,
salt water for battery. (c) By contract, £260.
(d) Pipe lines and pump equipment, £2,015,
including gas engine and producer. (e) Pas-
toralists' tanks was leased from Mr. Creedion,
£1,000 cash and £3 per day rent-765. Total,
£1I,765; Caretaker's wages, £128 13s. 4d,;
Total, £1,893 1s. 4d.; Rfevenue collected,
£38 1s. 6d.; Total, £1,854 17s. 10d. (2) The
distance is 24 miles. Estimate, £41,000.

QUESTION-RETRENCHMENT AND
ECONOMY.

Mr, PICKERING (for Mr. A. Thomson)
asked the Premier: It Has his attention been
called to a paragraph which appeared in the
"West Australian" of the 22nd instant, de-
tailing a considerable amount saved in the
Dominion of New Zealand by means of re-
trenchment and economies, and also the pro-
posal made therein by the Prime Minister for
an all-round 10 per cent, reduction of salar-
ies? 2, In view of the condition of the
State 'a finances, will he consider a like pro-
posal?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, String-
ent economies have already been adopted in
departments. Further economies can only be
effected by cutting out services. Expendi-
ture by this State for the year is estimated
to be-(a) on administrative: salaries
£260,009, wages £124,159, total £384,168;
(b) on domestic: salaries £506,211, wages
£218,146, total £724,357; (e) public utilities:
salaries £387,834, wages £1,503,386, total
£1,981,220. Total: salaries £1,154,054, wages
£1,935,691, grand total £3,089,745. In prac-
tically all cases the wages are fixed by Arbi-
tration Court awards, and the salaries are
governed by the decision of Appeal Boards.

QUESTIONS (2)-RAILWAYS.
Shunter's Death at Merredin.

Mr. MANN asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Is he aware that the replies of the
Commissioner for Railways to my questions
on 22nd inst., re the death of shunter Joseph
Jackson at M erredin are incomplete? 2, In
view of the reply of the Commissioner that
the evidence available was not conclusive
that Jackson's injuries were caused through
deceased's foot being caught in the joints at
Merreffin station, will he instruct the Com-
miisioer to have the necessary inquiries
made by a competent officer with a view of
establishing conclusively the cause of the
death of shunter Jackson, as there are num-
erous witnesses available and in a position
to prove conclusively how the accident oc-
curred? 3, Will he cause the Commissioner
to give a more direct reply to my question,
which nas as follows:-"Will he cause to
be issued to shunters in the Perth yard and
other busy centres safety boots with elastic
sides in order to prevent a recurrence of a
similar accident"? 4, Will he instruct the
Commissioner to reply to my question, which
was as follows:-''Will he cause instruc-
tions to be published compelling shunters to
wear safety boots when on duty"?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for Rail-
ways) replied: 11, The replies of the Commis-
sioner of Railways were not incomplete. 2,
A departmental inquiry has already been held
by three competent officers, viz., the District
Traffic Superintendent, the Resident En-
gineer, and the District Locomotive Superin-
tendent, who have been unable to establish
conclusively the cause of the accident. There
are not numerous witnesses in a position to
prove conclusively how the accident occurred,
as it was not witnessed by any person. 3, It
it not intended to issue boots to shonters, as
it is not the function of the department to
do so, nor is such done on any railway sys-
tem in the Commonwealth, neither is the
practice knowvn to exist elsewhere. 4, It is
not proposed to compel shooters to wear any
particular type of boot. The Commissioner
has, however, issued a notification to the
staff pointing out the desirability of those
who engage in shunting operations wearing
elastic side boots, in the interests of their
own safety; also that he is prepared to en-
deavour to arrange for such boots to be sup-
plied at a special rate, as was done formerly
-if there is sufficient demand for them.

Coal Boxes Shortage.

Mr. O'LOGULEN (for Mr. Wilson) asked
the Premier: I1I Is he aware that the ss.
''Onryct' cancelled on 14th November an
order for 400 tons of coal, owing to the in-
ability of the Railway Department to supply
coal boxes? 2, Is he aware that a sum equal
to £750 was thereby lost to the State fof all
time? 3, Ta he aware that there are over
200 miners unemployed at Collie for want
of trade? 4, Will he take steps to have the
complaint above referred to remedied and so
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provide some work for unemployed miners
and Jumperst

The PREMIER replied: 1, It is reported
that the s.s. ''Garvet" declined to take coal
in ordinary trucks as special shipping boxes
were not available at the time, having been
utilised to supply prior orders. 2, No. 3, No.
4, Every endeavour is made at all times to
supply shipping boxes for bunkering coal.
The Government are prepared to do what they
can to assist all in need of work to secure
employment.

Q-UEPTTON-TURTLES, EXCLUSIVE
RIGHT TO CAPTURE.

Mr. UNDERWOOD asked the Colonial
Secretary: In view of the fact that the hold-
ers of anl exclusive right to take and treat
turtles (for sale) on the coast and islands
between North-West Cape and Cossack have
mot fulfilled their undertakings, will he for-
feit their right under the provisions of the
agreement?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
Not at present. Mr. Rodway has paid rent to
the end of the year for his exclusive license
to take and farm edible turtles, to which date
an extension of time has been approved for
the commenemeent of operations.

HOSPITALS BILL, SELECT
COMMITTEE.

Publication of Proceedings.

On motion hy Mr. Gibson resolved-That
the Standing Orders having reference to the

publicationi of the proceedings of a Select
Committee be suspended so far as to permit

the Select Committee appointed to report on
the provisions contained in the Hospitals Bill
to exercise its discretion in admitting the
Press to its meetings.

BILLS9 (4)-RETUXNED.
1, Inspection of 'Machinery.

2, Factories and Shops Act Amendment.

3, Gold Buy~rs.
With amendments.

4, Mining Act Amendment.
Without amendment.

MOTION-FEDERATION AND THE
STATER.

Proposed National Convention.

Standing Orders Suspension.

The PREMIER (Ron. Sir James Mitchell
-Northamn) [4.43]: 1 move-

That the Standing Orders be suspended
so far as to permit of the moving, without
notice, of the following motio.:-"That
this Parliament is of opinion that the Bill

[66)

to make provision for the National Con-
vention for the purpose of a revision of the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia, introduced in the Commonwealth
Parliament, is unreasonable in its pro-
visions, and that this Parliament is further
of the opinion that any Convention to revise
the Commonwealth Constitution should con
sist of an equal number of representatives
of each State.''
Question put and passed.
-Mr. SPEAKER: This motion will need to

he carried by an absolute majority. I have
counted the House and there is an absolute
majority present. I will put the question and,
if there is no negative voice, I will take the
question as being carried unanimously with-
out dividing the House.

Question put and passed.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-orthamn) [4.45]: It is a very unpleasant
thing to have to suggest insincerity on the
part of any public mnan-particularly one so
highly placed as the Prime Mlinister of thle
Commonwealth-but, after giving the matter
careful consideration, I canl conme to no other
conclusion than that the Bill has been a&
constructed as to ensure its rejection by the
Senate. From time to time the Prime Min-
ister has made evident his support of a policy
of unification. Unhappily the present Fed-
eral Constitution has a unifying tendency-
because it permits the successful attack by
the Commonwealth authority on the financial
independence of the States. The practice of
the Commonwealth Government to accumu-
late huge surpluses in defiance of both the
Constitution and the Surplus Revenue Act
and its invasion of unexpected avenues o
taxation are illustrations in point, and one
can readily understand an advocate of unifi-
cation being content to let things stand as
they arc, in the sure knowledge that the tide
was in his favour. The proposed convention
held out a hope to the States of re-establish-
ing that measure of financial and economic
independence which the original framers of
the Constitution fondly hoped that they had
preserved to the States. It will be remem-
bered that the Prime Minister promised this
convention as the outcome of a conference of
Premiers hel& in Melbourne in September,
1919. He was then seeking additional
powers for the Federal Parliament. Prior
to that convention the Federal Government
had announced their intention of cutting
down the per capita contribution to the
States. This matter was raised in the con-
ference by Mr. fColebatchl, who was represent-
ing me, and the Prime Minister agreed that it
should be discussed subsequently between the
Federal Treasurer (Mr. Watt) on the one
hand and the Premier of Victoria (Mr. Law-
son) and Mr. Colebatch, representing the
States, on the other band.. As the result.- of
that conference Mr. Watt, with the approval
of the Prime Minister, announced that the
Government would postpone any alteration
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until the whole financial question was con-
sidered by the Convention. The undertaking
of the Prime M-Ninister, at that time, %%ns to
erdleavoirr to arrange for the holdling of the
Convention during, the, year 19211. 1 quite
recognise the importance of the Imperial
questions that hare ot-cupiedl so much of the
Prime Minister's time since then, but it is
distinctly dinploointing to fil that his tardy
fullfilmenit of a promise mde inure than twvo
years ago is nac-ompanied byv conditions that
rendler inch fulfilmepnt valuMless. It is not as
though the Bill might he made acceptable
by the alteration of details here and there.
It is entirely wrong in principle, and destroys
all the hopes the smaller States hare indulged
of relief through thne mnedium of a Conven-
tion. Froum the outset it has been insisted by
the snmaller States that any convention estab-
lished to suggest amendments to the Consti-
tution must be on the seane basis as the con-
vcntious that framed the Constitution: that
is to say, equal representation for each of
the States. This is an essential principle.
We entered the Federation as a partnership
of self-governing States, and the Constitution
itself made provision that in one House of
the Commnonwvealth Parliament all the States
should enjoy equal representation, and that
no amendimeat of the Constitution should be
adopted excepting with the consent of a ma-
jority of the States, in addition to the con-
sent of a majority of the people. The Prime
Minister's Bill cannot be accepted by the
Se nate.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: They are not State repre-
seittatives.

The PREMIER: I cannot imagine that
any representative of either of the four
smaller States would support it. Even tinder
a unified forum of tiovernuzeat it would he in-
equitable. It destroys the Federal conception
of a partnership by giving preponderating
power to the two larger States over the four
smaller States. Not content writh this, it
provides that twelve members shall be elected
by the House of Representatives, by which the
two lare.er States again have a predominating
vole. 'What would our position be under such
a systemn? We should have five members
elected by the people, three elected by our
State Parliament and perhaps one elected by
the Senate-nine in a Convention of Ill.
Tasmania would have the same, South Aus-
tralia 11, Queensland 14-a total delegation
of 43. New South Wales would have 27
elected members, three State Parliamentary
members, one from the Senate and probably
sixt from the House of Representatives-37
in all, and Victoria 31 in all- The two bigger
States would have 68 representatives against
43 from the four smaller States. However,
the extent of the disproportion is im-
material. We cannot agree to any de-
parture front the principle of a Fed-
eral partnership, a principle that can be
maintained only by equality of represent-a-
tion. I move-

That this Parliament is of opinion that
the Bill to make provision for the Na-

tioa Couvention for th~e purpos e of
revision of rte Constitution of the Common
wealth of Australia introilute 1 into tho
Common wealth Pariae nt is unrensonabl,
in its provisions and that this i'arliatnen
is further of the opinion that any conven
tion to revise the Commonwealth ('oustitu
tion should consist of an equal nurnber o:
representatives of eavh Statte.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.52):
have no hesitation in supporting the znotioi
inured by the Premier. In the main I agrei
with the points hie ha'; urgedl in the coinrs4
of his remarks. One finds it difficult to he
hiere that the Conmmonwealth Governmentafr,
serious in putting forward such a proposal:
in fact I consider thnt the JBill, on the in
formation telegraphed to us, is an outrage
We were promised a convention for the pur
pose of a revision of the Constitution. Thii
was a pre-eleetion promise made in 1919 a*~
two years have been allowed to pass by ivith
out any action being taken to fulfil thal
promise. Now, in the dlying hours of the
Coin 1weaitit session, we have a proposa
such as this put before us. I agree that wvi
should maintain the Federai basis and thai
in any convent-ion called to revise the Fed.
eral Constitution we must have equal repre-
sent ation of the States. Apart from that thi
basis of election is entirely undemocratic. I
also think that the size of the convention
would render it unwieidy, and unable to de
the bust work. To have J11 men sitting in
a convention to review the Con stitution
would ho utterly absurd. The original eon.
vent ion consisted of, I believe, 60 members,
10 from each State, and r should say that
any, body called together for a similar pur-
posec should not exceed that number. I am
of opinion that nothing will come of this
proposal; that the F-edhrah Government do
not desire the Bill to be passed and never
intended it to become law. If the measure
survives the passage through the House of
Representatives, it certainly will be or shouild
hie defeated in the Senate. This Bill is merely
keeping a promise made with tbe lips two
Years ago without any intent ion of effect
being given to it. I support the motion
and I hope the Bill will be defeated during
it-i passage through the Federal Parliament.

Air. HARRISONS (Avon) 1 4.54]): It be-
comes a duty to enter our emphatic protest
against the manner in which the request for
a Pederal Convention to revise the Consti-
tution has been flouted. The States should
have equal rights in any such convention.
Western Australia suffers more than any of
the other States in the matter of disabilities
which require to be redressed. This State
suffers from a lack of secondary indnstries,
while in the Eastern States secondary indus-
tries are firmly established. This State needs
special assistance. Our vast area and sparse
population are factors which should appeal
to Federal members. I protest against the
proposed form of tile convention, and
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against a preponderanlte of thle voting
strength being given to the larger States,
which flow enjoy so ith prosperity at the
expense, in a very large diegree, of some of
the smaller States. Western Australia has
been bled and repeatedly bled while Victoria
and some of the other States, with their es-
tablished manufactures, hare reaped the
benefits, and this State cannot possibly sub,
mit to a continuance of this state of affairs.
We aced our money in this State. It is es-
sential that the representation of this State
should be adequate to safeguard our inter-
ests. If a fair basis of representation at the
convention had beesii suggested, we might
have secured] something opproachiag justice.
I enter umy protest against the suggested
constitution of thle convention.

The INIISTER FOR WORKS (Ron.
W. J. George-"MurrayWelliagton) [4.56):
I believe I am the only member in this As-
sembly to-day who sat in the old House when
these matters were discussed some 20 years
or more ago. .I should like to take the op-
portunity of saying that so far as the dis-
cussion by the members in those days was
concerned-the Premier of the day was Sir
John Forrest-we distinctly understood that
the basis of the convention was that there
should be equal representation of the States.
We were led to understand from the de-
bates at the Adelnide conference and at the
Melbourne conference and Sydney also, that
the rights of the smalier States would be
fully conserved. I have no hesitation in
saying that the interests of the smaller
States have not been conservedi and have not
been respected. Irrespective of whatever
political party have been in *power, the
smaller States have bad to suffer. To my
mind there is not the slightest doubt that,
from the very conmnencement, the intention
was unification. Unfortunately taur reliresen-
tatives in the Federal Parliament-I am not
impeaching the honour or their motives-
have certainly not had the power to make
the -requirements of Western Australia known
and respected. If the present pioposal of
the Federal Government be carried into ef-
fect, those representatives who go fronm this
State will go to play a game against loaded
dice and marked cards, a. gamec in which the
albsolute determination onl thle part of those
houlding the controlling power is to concert-
trate this pow-er in the middle States of thle
Cornmnonwealth. I told Mr. Watt practically
the same thing two and a half years ago
when I was in Melbourne. Mfr. - Watt lost
his temper with mie; sonmehow he seemed to
lose- his temper easily with me. It was not
for me to lose my temnper with him when
fighting for Western Australia, but I told
him, the fact that hie could not keep his tem-
per was proof that my statements were cor-
rect. I hope that the desires of this State
Will go forth, from this Assembly ii. no un-
certain voice. Western Australia knows
what its rights are, and all of us in this
Chamber, irrespective of party, are deter-
mnined that those rights shall be resp ected

by the Commuonwealth, no matter how far
We have to go.

ifon. T. WVALKER (Kanuovna) (4.59), 1
hesitate to add to thle discussion, because
what has beern said is so inns-h to the point
that to continue the debate might obscure the
effects already produced. Like the Minis-
ter for Works I hare some memory
of What took place in connection with
the inaugu ration of the movement towards
the -federation of the Commonwealth. When
the fiat convention was held in Sydiney,
I happened to be a member of the New South
Wales Parliamvent. I attended the discus-
sions and heard smch distinguished mail as
Sir Henry Parkes and Sir George Grey, men
who have been in their sphere, builders of this
great Comnioiwealth. I am reminded also of
Kingston of South Australia and Alfred
Deakin. The matters were discussed ini the
initial stages, not only by the convention but
on the floor of the Parlamnent of New South
Wales, and if there is one thing wnore than
another that has eag-;af ted itself on my mem-*
ory, it is the fadt that in the combination of
States, as outlined in that masterpiece of
drafting by the late Chief Justice of the
CormouwIealth, Sir Samuel Griffiths, it was.
thle claim of partnership that there was
no danger to the individual States, because it
was -merely a partnership of States. There was
to be a deed of partnership, and the Constitu-
tion expressed that deed of partnership. Each
State entering into the compact was to pre-
serve its sovereignty, and it was to enjoy all
the rights and privileges of Constitutional'
Government and administration, except in
such mnatters as the separate States might
hland over to the separate jurisdiction of the
Curriioiniualth. And in order to preserve
that, Sir Edmund Barton, who gbave thu final
tonehes to the Bill, especially emphasised the
democratic character of the legislation for the
election of the Senate, mnaking it more demo-
cratic than any so-called Second! House , or
Upper House, ever known in the world-'s his-
tory, with a view to lpreserving inta-t the
rights and sovereignty of the individual
States. That was the keynote, and the Min-
istcr for Works will remember that in this
very State there was considerable hesitancy
ahout ebtering into the partnership. The late
Sir Winthrop Hackett, and the late Sir John
Forres4t, for a time opposed onr entry into
the compact, foreseeing with clear dliscerning
judgmient that the time would colle when the
partnership would he abused and that Borne
of the partners would seek to take advantage
of the others. There was a long struggle in
making the conditions, and one of the condi-
tions laidI down, and almost put into the
Constitution itself, when the late Sir George
Reid had the mnanagenment of affairs, was that
we should have the Transcontinental line given
to us to assist us, and knowing the disad-
vantages this State would suffer, knowing-
that we were throwing fromi the grip of our
power all that taxation that camne through
the Customs aind Excise, knowing that there
were special induemects and special coaces-
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sions granted to Western Australia such as
the payment per capita of the population-
all this was the sine qua non of our entry.
We entered under hesitancy, and, let me say,
under compulsion. If it had not been for
despatches from the Home Office on the ques-
tion, I doubt whether we should to this day
have been in the Federation.

Mr. Davies: What about the pressure from
the goldfields?

Hon. T. WALKER:, That had a lot to do
with it, I admit, but it was as much due to
Chamberlain's messages.

Mr. Angelo: Those messages were the re-
sult of the goldfields agitation.

Hon. T. WALKER: Not altogether the re-
suit, but there wag an Imperial motive at the
time, and now that the war is over we see
what that motive was. These things were fore-
seen thea. However, we went in cautiously
and hesitatingly on the assurance that cer-
tain things would be done for us, amongst
others that our finances would be guaranteed
to us for a time. Every possible opportunity
has been taken to destroy our position, and
more and more are we getting into the finan-
cial grip of an octopus that is absolutely
sapping our life's blood and energy from us.
That is the position, and I regret that some-
times Mfinisters themselves forget, and mem-
hers sometimes forget the State and the Com-
monwealth relationship, as was evinced by
handing over our State Taxation Department
to the Commonwealth. They will reget it
by-and-by. But the point is now that they
are seeking to put the chains tighter around
us, unless, of course, this be a huge jest,
playing with the people of the Common-
wealth. If it be serious, it is no other attempt
than an attempt to strangle the smaller States
and giving absolute supremacy to the sove-
reignty of the Commonwealth. I congratulate
the Premier on the motion lie has moved,
and trust the people of the State will take it
up whole-heartedly. They are in danger of
suffering more than they can realise. The
weight of taxation that now is upon us is
light in comparison to what it will be if a
convention such as has been suggested is
brought about. I congratulate the Leader of
the Opposition and the Leader of the Coun-
try Party on their view, and we ean rejoice
in the fact that this House, to the last man,
is unanimous in a resistance of this attempt
at coercion, aggression and political robbery.

Mr. MeCALLUM (South Fremantle) [5.8]:
I can say with the Leader of the Opposition
that in the main I agree with the senti-
moats, expressed by the Premier, but I am
-rather pleased at the action the Prime Min-
ister has taken, because I believe it is de-
vised with the idea of killing the conven-
tion. I can see no good at all in the con-
vention other than that it will mean an
unwarranted waste of public funds. The
Premnier said that he thinks any authority
for the alteration of the Constitution should
take the form of aL basis similar to that on
which it was framed. When the Constitu-

tion was framed very few thought that it
would last for 20 years without amend-
meat. The Constitution itself provides for
the means of amendment. It is set out that
a Bill must pass through both Houses of
the Commonwealth Parliament end subse-
quently receive the endorsement of a
majority of the people of Australia and a
majority of the States of the Common-
wealth. And if this convention met and
agreed to proposals, just as this State
wanted, those proposals would have to be
embodied in a Bill which would have to be
passed through the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment. That would mean that it could be
altered in any way the Commonwealth
Parliament liked, and subsequently it would
be submitted to the people by way of a
referendum. The whole scheme of holding-
the convention was merely devised by the
Federal members to shelve responsibility,
to throw it on to the shoulders of others.
It is the duty of members of the Federal
Parliament to frame amendments and put
them into the form of a Bill, and pass that
Bill through both Houses of Parliament,
and thea that measure should be submitted
to the people for approval Or rejection. The
holding of an expensive convention such as
that suggested is absolutely unwarranted,
especially when the Constitution itself pro-
vides the means for amending the Constitu-
tion. It is nothing but passing on to the
shoulders of others responsibility which
rightly belongs to the Federal Parliament.
That is what they are paid to do. A great
many of the conferences of Premiers and
Ministers of the Crown have done the work
which should have been performed by mem-
bers of the Senate who are paid to do it,
and who are elected to do it. The members
of the Senate were elected to look after
the interests of the States. The Constitu-
tion was framed for that purpose and the
members of the Senate are elected on a
State basis. I am glad the proposed con-
vention will be killed. The Commonwealth
Parliament itself should take the responsi-
bility of framing a Bill to submit to the
people. If a convention were necessary,
then I would agree with the sentiments ex-
pressed by the Premier, but I am glad to
see steps taken which will prevent the ex-
penditure of public funds.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [5.121: 1 also
desire to congratulate the -Premnier on the
prompt -action he has taken in bringing
this matter before the House. I am also
delighted to find that we are going to have
a unanimous House in this protest. Thle
Leadcr of the Opposition and the Leader
of the Country Party have thoroughly en-
dorsed the action of the Prcmier, and I
think this unanimity of opinion will lead
to' the success of any protEsc we make
against the holding of a convention on the
outrageous lines proposed by the Prime
Minister. I consider that the suggestion is
simply the outcome of the fact that the
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four small States have shown that they are
determined to have a better deal from the
.Federal compact. It is the fact that those
four States have shown by their actions in
the several Parliaments that they intend
to bold a private investigation of the'posi-
tion so as to go to the convention fully pre-
pared to show how the Federal compact has
affected them, that has led the Prime Mini-
ister to deal with the matter in the manner
he has done. Evidently he is going to
make it such an urgent matter, that the
States will not have the opportunity to carry
out the fullest investigation which they desire
to do. The Prime Minister has thrown down
the gauntlet and it is for us now to fight for
-our rights.

Mr. Marshall: Where are our Federal
members?

Mr. ANGELO: In the same position as
our delegates will be, if the proposed Bill
is passed. It will be a voice calling in the
wilderness. We will be wholly out-voted
by the two larger States.

Mr. (lesson: That is so in the Senate.
Mr. Marshall: They are I.W.W-ing it."
Mr. ANGELO: To be a truly Federal Con-

vention, it should be composed of equal re-
presentation from each State. That aspect
was, I think, pointed out when the Federal
Constitution was first framed. In the Federal
House of Representatives the States were
given numbers according to their populations;
but in the Senate, which was supposed to
be the States House, the same representation

-was given to the various States, no matter
Whether large or small. Th-at course should
be followed at the Federal Convention. With-
out that, the Convention cannot be truly
Federal in character. The Convention should
be representative of the States, and, second-
arily, representative of the people in each
State. Therefore, I am very glad that this
motion has been moved, and so ably endorsed
by the leaders of political opinion in this
House. I desire to say further, however, that
the matter is of such importance, that we
should not depend even flu our Cabinet to
move in it. Neither should we leave the mat-
ter to our Houses of Parliament. We should
point out to the public of Western Australia
the great importanze of the matter to their
livelihood, to their very existence, and also
to the continued existence of the sovereign
rights of the State. The Press should on
every suitable occasion draw attention to the
importance of the question, and educate our
people in regard to it. Public meetings should
also be held, so as +o bring home to our peo-
ple the necessity for a strong. protest
against the outrageous suggestion of Mr.
Hughes. I unreservedly support the motiou.

Hon. T. Walker: Let us remember this
when the Federal elections come round!

Question put and passed.
On further motion by the Preier, resolu-

tion transmitted by Message to the Legisla'
tive Council for its concurrence.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

BILL-GRAIN.
Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-DREDGING LICENSE.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 8th November.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hion. W.

J. George-Murray-Wellington) (5.20]: Dur-
ing the previous debate on the Bill, I took
a note of various objections raised by hon.
members. I do not complain of that criticism,
because I consider hon. members are quite
right in seeking what information they think
necessary. One objection raised was that the
passage of this Bill would lead to the erection
of unsightly buildings along the foreshore,
thus turning what hon. members evidently
thought should be an ornamental river front
into one disfigured by buildings of the typo
necessary for manufactures. I am quite in
accord with the view expressed by the Pre-
ier. He knows, as we all know, that every

avenue of employment which can be obtained
should be and must be fostered. Although
taste might grumble at a building, the prac-
tical business of finding employment for oar
workers in Western Australia should receive
full eonsidpration. Even as regards the
buildings, however, the Municipalities Act
has a good deal to say. Personally, I think
there need be no fear on that score. Next, as
to the Government having control of the
site on which the buildings may be erected:
that all depends upon Where the site is to be.
The Government have very little land indeed
that would be suitable for the erection of
buildings for this manufacture; and the great
bulk of the land on the other side c1 the river,
Where the septic tanks and so on are located,
is in the hands of private owners. I do not
know whether bon. members think they
should introduce into the Bill a clause in-
sisting that wherever the buildings are put,
they must be put upon Government land.
Such a proposal seenms to ma hardly tenable.
Tf seriously insisted upon, a provision of that
kind might interfere very much with the ar-
rangements which must be made. While it
is quite within the power of the House, and
even desirable, to iteep control of manufac-
tures as much as possible, yet we must lend
the fullest weight to the consideration that
if we attempt too much control, become too
finicky, we may perhaps stifle the proposal
to establish an industry which would result
in the provision of work here. Hon. members
were somewhat dubious as to whether the
shell in the river is in sufficient quantities
to meet the requirements of the Government
and various local governing bodies as well as
of the proposed 11mnufature. I regret I ave
been unable to bring up with me to-day, and
place before hon. members, a plan showing
the localities and areas of shell in the river.
I think I am justified in saying that bon.
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members need navre no nervousness -regarding
the quantity of shell available. There is no
reason to doubt that other applications of
this nature, if put forward, would be coon-
sidered by the Government for different areas
from the one now under consideration. One
bon. member said that a person dredging
might make a tremendously deep hole, which
would prove a danger. However, it is quite
possible for the regulations to insist upon
even dredging. Another thing: the people
who have to do the dredging will find it to
their advantage to dredge on an even bottom.
I have made inquiries concerning the al-
leged nuisance from the cement works at
Burswood. Certain complaints have, I think,
been made; but it is extremely doubtful
whether the damage caused is of such mag-
nitude as to call for ny serious considera-
tion. If we are to block the establishment of
secondary industries along the Swan River, we
shall find ourielves up against considerable
trouble. The position as regards cement
works is that they roast the material after
it has been ground. They certainly -s the
coal dust which has been mentioned, and, ot
course, there rises from them a certain volume
of what appears to be smoke, The preat
bulk of it, how ever, is moisture-moietm'e
Coming Out Of the ground mud when it is
inside the heated revolving cylinder. The
moisture has to be eliminated till the stuft
dries. All manufacturing towns have diffi-
culty with the d1ischarge of smooke, etc-, from
their stacks. In the Old Country there was
for many years-I do not know whether
the same thing obtains now-a-, de-
partinant for investigating and prosecu-
ting any manufacturing premises which
emitted large volumes of black smoke.
It is not so much that the smoke and other
vapour encountered in manufacturing dis-
tricts are injurious, as that they are a nuis-
ance. I do not think 'we shall ever be able
to go in for manufacturing here unless we
are prepared to put up with some incon-
venience and some nuisance. One hon. mem-
ber Suggested that we ought not to give any
specific area to any one particular person,
but that various persons should he permitted
to dredge over the same area. That sugges-
tion carries its own refutation. It would
lead to endless trouble, and would be alto-
getlier unfair. Hon. members may not be
aware that the man who first dredges for
shell will remove a great deal of mud on the
top of it , but boa. members need only ask
themselves whether, if they had done some
pioneering work, they would like it if other
persons came along and reaped the benefits
of that initial work. It was also argued
that the fairway of the river would be in-
terfered with. That is quits imaginary. We
have dredges there now obtaining shell, and
there is plenty of room on the river for any
number of boats- The area of this lease
would afford scope for three or four dredges,
without interfering with the -river fairway.
One point which has had my attention as
Minister for Water Supply, Sewerage, and

Drainage is that the proposed dredging must
not interfere with the pipes which go from
the septic tanks near East Perth across to'
Bursweod Island. Those pipes must not be
jeopardised in any way by the dredging
openflions. Therefore it has been provided
that for a certain distance on either side of
the pipes no dredging shall take place. Hon.
members will see that if dredging took place
near those pipes, the result would be to re-
move the supporting shell from the pipes.
The further result would be the breaking of
the pipes, end the discharge into the river
of the contents of the septic tanks. One
bon. member said he could not look upon this
as a cement proposition. My view is that it
must be a lime proposition, as the amount
of capital put down would not be sufficient
to provide cement making machinery. If the
capital put down by the applicant remains
at £E5,000, it would be absurd to expect this
to become a cement proposition. As for the
term of the lease, boo, members can form
their own conclusions about it and deal with
this point in Committee.

Mr. LiAMBERT (Coolgardie) [5.30]
Most bon. members are mistaken in the he-
lief that this is* going to give to the ownex
anything in the nature of a monopoly. As.
a matter of fact, with the many deposits of
limestone and shale in Western Australia, it
would be impossible for any company to get
a monopoly of lime or lime burning in this
State. There are many people who, so soon
as ever a new industry is mooted, can think
only of how best to block it. That is par-
ticularly pronounced with the Chanter of
Commerce, constituting as it does the great-
est curse and bugbear to the development of
secondary industries. In many instances the
members of that Chamber, in most unscrupu-
Ions manner, use the vower of their capital
to stifle industry in Western Australia. It
is for us to try to encourage secondary indus-
tries. If we are ever to make an attempt to,
build up a well balanced State that can meet
its obligations, it is essential that' this
neglected section of our activities should be-
promoted to the fullest extent. It is amaz-
ing that to-day in Western Australia -we
should be burning lime as they burnt lime
for the building of tbe walls of Chins. Yet
it is so; in this important industryr, upon
which so many other industries such as
building and agriculture depend, we are burn-
ing lime in the same manner and by the same
methods as it was burnt 2,000 ycars ago. The
Mtinister said that possibly there would be
a little dust arising from the establishment
of secondary industries. Some members take
exception to the fact that a little dust eman-
ates from the existding cement works at
Bursivood. Possibly they fear that the dust
will get all over the seating accommodation
at the adjacent racecourse. If it is going
to be a choice between the Closing of Second-
ary industries and the closing of racecourses,
it will not take me long9 to decide how to
vote. It is true there is a good deal of
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what appears to be smoke coining from the
cement works. As a matter of fact, it is not
Smoke at all. If you put certain material in
a cement kiln with a view to making Port-
land cemient, practically -50 per cent, of it
must go tip the stack in the form of carbonic
oxide, which is a heavy looking smoke, but
is in no way detrimental to the community.
Indeed, all vegetation is dependent on car-
bonic oxide for its existence. Even if the
proposed new works were to be erected in
South Perth, I do not think the South Perth
residents would have anything to find fault
with. Another important aspect of tbis
proposal to give these people an opportunity
to burn lime in the most approved maner is
that all the limestones along our coast when
burnt contain only from 60 per cent. to 70
per cent, lime oxide, and for every 100 tons
of lime used the public are paying for 30 or
40 tons of sand or silica. If we give tbe
company the opportunity to burn lime from
shell, we shall get an absolutely pure lime
oxide, and so the building contractors and
the agriculturists and others who depend upon
lime will have a considerable advantage.
The only possible way in which to burn a
pure limestone is to burn it either from shell
or from sedimentary deposits such as that
at Lake Clifton. It is regrettable that the
cement company have not seen fit to erect
a kiln in which to burn their limestone. It
would yield a lime equal to anything in the
world. There arc in England to-dlay comn-
panics featuring the fact that they are using
for the burning of lime a plant similar to
that proposed in the Hill.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: A plant costing
£5,000! You would require one costing more
like £45,000.

Mr, LAMBERT: A combination of the
Shell in the Swan River and the sedimentary
deposit to be obtained in the Darling Ranges
will possibly make as good a Portland cement
as any in the world. The time will
come when we shall have big Port-
land cement works here such as ex-
ist in dozens of other places where the
whole of the material is secured by
the dredging of rivers similar in nature
to the Swan Hirer. No other country in
the world offers better facilities for the
establishment of big cement works than are
offered here by the combination of the shell
in the river and the sedimentary deposits
in the Darling Ranges. In the river Thames
to-day they are dredging hundreds of thou-
sands of tons of sludge and converting it
into Portland cement which foolish people,
such as the people of Western Australia,
pay for when they should be establishing
their own industry here. Even this coin-
pany-

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is one m&an, not
a company.

Mr. LAMBERT: That does not matter.
So long as we are safeguarding the public
interests-

Hon. P. Collier: We arc not doing it in
the Bill.

Mr. LAMBMT: I do not.see where the
public interest is at all jeopardised. If
there are any saf egnarding provisions which
should be put in-

Hon. P. Collier: The Bill looks as if it
had been drafted by the applicant for the
concession.

Mr. LAMBERT: Even so, it is not ask-
ing very much to ask to be allowed to
dredge over a few acres of the Swan River.

Mir. McCallum. No Bill is necessary for
that.

Mr. LAMBERT: So long as the public
interests are safeguarded, it is advisable
that we should have industries like this in
our midst. The building trade to-day is at
a disadvantage because the whole of the
lime burnt is from very low grade lime-
stone. If the Leader of the Opposition has
something in mind which he feels necessary
to the safeguarding of the public interests,
I 'will be p leased to support it; but when
that object is achieved I want the people
of this State to get busy and start indus-
tries. There are dozens of other industries
which would provide profitable employment
for both labour and capital. When we learn
to think along those lines, then shall we see
the State progress. From a casual glance
at the Bill, I see in it nothing to fear. I
have read carefully the whale of the objec-
tions offered to the passage of the Bill, and
I can only class thenm as being sonmewhat
trivial. As for dredging deep in the river,
no great harmn will be dlone. As fbr giving
a definite area, I think a man launching out
in an industry of this sort, calling for the
expenditure of £E5,000 or £6,000, should be
given a definite area, and tonnage to work
upon. So sure as somebody does the
pioneering work, scores of people are pre-
pared to rush in and steal the reward of
his enterprise and ability. I hate to think
of the many mn in this State who have no
faith whatever in Western Australia. Only
a little time ago another concern somewhat
similar to this was referred to the State
Mining Engineer, who said that to utilise
any of our minerals in a commercial way
could only be regarded as speculative. Just
think of it! To say that it is impossible to
put capital into the limitless mineral wealth
we have in 'Western Australia except on a
speculative basis!

Mr. Sinmons: They even down oil.
LMr. LAMBERT: Yes, particularly Bremer

Bay oil. I only hope the necessity for
establishing industries in Western Australia
will-be reflected in Parliament itself and
that it will be cried from the housetops.
We are draining this young State so long
as we do not give every possible eacourage-
ment to the establishment of industry. It
appears to me that we in this State know
nothing except broad acres and agriculture.
It is most commendable in the Premier to
have a clear policy in that direction; but
a greater obligation rests on him and on us
to establish in every possible way indus-
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tries essential to our social and economic
life. We ba~'e in the metropolitan area
thousands of young people walking about
without employment. Employment can be
crested in a helpful way if Parliament will
bend its will to the matter.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (N'orth-East Fre-
mantle) 15.45):- It is amusing to hear the
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert).

Mr. Lambert: I did nut set out to amuse
people, but to instruct them.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I have not received
much inst ruction from the speech the hon.
member has just made.

The Premier: Ile made a good speech.
Hon. W. C. ANGWLN: There is no guar-

antee in the Bill that any industry will be
started, nor is there any compulsion abaut
it for the establishment of an industry.

Mr. Lambert: What are the odds?
Hlon. W. C. ANGWVIN: The bon. member

said thnt the Bill provided for the starting
of an industry.

The Premier: So it does.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: And that members

were opposing the starting of an industry.
I am going to plead guilty to having fixed
up an arrangement in 1915 for much the same
purpose as is set forth here. I thought at
the time that the safeguards were such that
there was a possibility of an industry being
established to provide cement and lime for
the other industries of Western Australia.

The Premier: You have got that now.
lNon. 2W. C. ANOWIN: Another company

came along later. The persons who obtained
the right to take shell out of the Swan River
-it "'as not an exclusive right for any par-
ticular area-were forced out of the business.
It w"l said at the time that some monetary
consideration was given to ensure that only
one company would make cement within the
State. Mr. Scott, who secured this right,
had to spend a fairly large sum of money
in establishing work within a certain period,
but the whole thing fell through. Several
of the gentlemen interested with him are, I
understand, now interested in the Burswood
cement works. Some of them interviewed
me in Adelaide upon the question of taking
shell from the river. Now Mr. Moss comes
along. I do not know who he is.

The Premier: Yes, you do.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: -. I know the name,

hut not the man. Mr. Moss say;, in effect,
"If you will give me the solo right to dredge
for shell over a certain area, I may possibly
start cement works on a site to be -provided
by me" The Bill does not say he is going
to do that. As a matter of fact it says he is
not going to do it.

The Premier: The Bill says he must do it.
lion. W. C. ANGWIN: Mr. Moss says "'I

must only be compelled to spend £5,000.''
That stum would not buy a plant necessary to
take the shell out of the river, and would not
even buy a dredge.

The Premier: Ile must take so many thous-
and tons of shell annually.

Non. W. C. ANGWIN: I do not know
if Mr. Moss has any connection with the other
company.

Mr. Lambert: H e has, or used to have
his own dredges.

lion. WV. C. ANGWLN: There may be
dredges at Greenbushes, but it 'would cost a
large sum of money to bring them up. Per-
haps they are all white ant eaten by now.
If it were stated that the other company was
to get the shell to assist them in carrying
on their works we might understand the posi-
tion. What does Mr. Moss want to do?

The Premier: To make limne.
lion, W. C. ANOWIN: He wants an cxciii.

sive right over an area close to the cement
-works. He has possibly tested the depth of
shell there. He may then go to the other
company and sell his rights to them for a
certain sum.

The Premier: He cannot do it.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Is it his object to

get A, certain amount of money out of the
company which has already started cement
works?

The Premier: He would not be allowed to
do that.

lHon. WV. C. ANLIWIN: The only way to
prevent it is to throw the Bill out.

Tho Premier: It prevents anything like
that,

lon. W. C. ANOGWL: If the Premier will
indicate that the Bill contains a guarantee
that the industry will be established I shall
be glad if he will point it out. It has been
estimated that to establish Government
cement works for the manufacture of cement
at a price that the people can afford to pay
would cost between £30,000 and £40,000. The
amount mentioned in this Bill is in itself an
indication that there is no intention on the
part of the gentleman concerned to make
cement or lime. Lake Clifton can supply all
the lime that is required. The member for
Bunbury (Mr. Money) complained that the
Government have not put into force the pro-
visions regarding Lake Clifton, and that,
people in the South-West wsho want lime have
not yet got it. Nothing has been done in
that matter.

The Premier: They will supply any lime
that is wanted.
Hot. W. C. ANGIWIN: The Government

have not enforced the conditions regarding
the Lake Clifton lease.

The Premier: They are ready to supply
lime now.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The hon. member
says the South-West people cannot get it.

The Premier: I looked into the matter
after that.

Hon. W. C. AXOGWIN: The Bill should
guarantee that works will be started within
a certain period, and that a big deposit shall
he put dow-n as a guarantee of good faith,
and we shall then know where we are. The
Government were bitten once: I do not want
themn to be bitten again.

The Premier: It didl no harm.
Hlon. W. C. ANOWIN: Yes, it did.
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Mr. Davies: The House has been assured
that there are many other similar areas of
shell in the river.

Rfon. W. C. ANGWTN: I know of some
places.

Hon. P. Collier: Such assurances count for
nothing on the following day.

Mr. Davies: It came from the Minister for
Works.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: When the boring
was being done just below Blackwall Reach
shell was found at a depth of 100 feet, but
I do not know either the quantity or quality
of the shell.

The Premier: I wish we had lived in the
Oy-ster lays.

lHon. W. C. ANUWIN: I am content to
live in these days. To any person who puts
up a proposition and can stuff the Govern-
went with statements that he intends to do
something, the Government say-

The Premier: They cannot do it until they
get the right to do it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:-' We will intro-
duce a Bill for you.'' I do not blame the
Premier in this matter so much as I blame
the Minister for Lands. The Bill gives us
no guarantee as to what will be done. We
rihlould know what the position is, and. the
fullest possible information should be afforded
to us. We should know what time would
Olapse before the works are sterted,

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

The Premier: The shell is being used now
to make a racecourse.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The House should
know n-hat the intentions of the people con-
cerned are, and whet her a company has been
or is being established. I will vote for the
Bill if the Premier will give us a straight out
assurance as to how much money will be
spent, whether that money is available, and
when the works will be started. We should
oppose the Bill until we get that information.
We have bad enough of granting concessions
to people who hawk them about in order to
make money out of them.

The Premier: You must be referring to
mining leases,

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: An hion. member
complained last niphb about the manner in
which these large oil areas had been hawked
round the country. The intention probably
is to hawk this particular concession if it is
grantqj. The sum of £5,000 is not nearly
sufficient for the establishment of works.

Hon. P. Collier:- It would not buy a rusty
old dredgre.

Hoin. W. C. ANOWIN: Until the infornma-
tion we require is placed before us we should4
hesitate to pass the Bill.

Question put and a division taken with the
following reslt:-

Ayes .. . .21

Noes .. . .11

Majority for .. 10

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Broun
Mr. Carter
Mrs. Cowan
Mr. Davies
Mr. Durack
Mr. George
Mr. Gibson
Mn. Harrison
Mr. Lambert
M r. H. -K. Maley

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Angwln
Cheseon
Colliesr
Corboy
Heron
Lutey

Arms.
Mr. Mean
Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Money
Mr. Pickering
Mr. Piee
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Teesdale
M r. J. Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr, Muilany

(relict.)

Noss.
Mr. Marshall

Mr. MCalium,
Mr. Munse
Mr. Walker

Mr. O.4gLea(;0 1

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1921-22.

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from t .he previous day; Mr, Mun-
sic in the Chair.

Colonial Secretary's Department (Hon.
F. T. Broun, Minister).

Votc.....isheries, £6,574-agrecd to.

Vote-Registry and Friendly Societies,
f£10,714:

Mr. MCCALLUM (South Fremantle)
16.41: I was hopeful that the Committee
ivoulci have heard a statement from the Min-
htter regarding the position of the Arbitra-
lion Court and the policy of the Government
tin that qucstion. At the present time the
business of the court is managed by the
lRegistrar of Friendly Societies and by the
(lark of the Arbitration Court. With these
two separate officers conducting their duties
in different parts of the city, an unsatisfac-
tory position is created in connection with
industrial matters. For some time past, re-
qulests have been made for improvements in
connectiun with arbitration matters gener-
ally. The present arrangements are not cal-
cuilated to expedite business nor to assist in
the maintenance of industrial peace. If the
itdlministration of industrial matters were
uinder one head, the parties would know where
t hey stood under the uniform System Which
wrould be brought about. As it is at present,
one1 section of this work is controlledl by the
clerk of the Arbitration Court and the other
by the Registrar of Friendly Societies, with
the result that the division of duties sometimes
proves vexatious and causes delay. Parties
F.ornetinmes hardly know where they are in
connection with the business of the court.
The Arbitration Court is not equipped with
Ihe nenessary facilities for carrying on the
'wvork properly. I have on more than one
occasion been summoned to the court to at-
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tend a compulsory conference. The only
zoom available for the proceeding is a dingy
little one, possessed of four chairs only: I
loelieve that anotber four chairs have been
installed in the room quite recently. There
htave been 10 or 40 people in attendance at
I he compulsory conferences and only four
chairs in the roanm. There is one cupboard,
but beyond that, no provision to dleal with
records andl papers of the court is made.
Anyone desirous of having an old decision,
or early records, sea reliel, will find that the
clerk cannot put his band on any of them
immediately, with the result that more delay-
is caused by the necessity for an extendedl
search for th documents. The clerk of the
court has no proper facilities for filing papers
dealing with the decisions of the tribunals
oif the Eastern States, or for keeping them
utp to (late, so that those decisions can be in-
spected quickly. It is unfair to place the
clerk of the Arbitration Court in such a
position. Surely the Government can afford
to equip the building in an adequate fashion.
The clerk of the court is a most obliging
officer and tributes have been paid to hin
aind his work by not only unions but by
employers as well. He is a good ad-
ministrator and a capable man, but it
D impossible for anyone to carry out
the duties of such a position with
satisfaction to those concerned, with the f a-
cilities at his disposal. It is only within the
last few weeks that a messenger has been
provided for the convenicace of the clerk.
Until then, the work was done by the clerk
himself and a typist. The work is piling
vp and it is unreasonable to expect that the
existing staff can carry out the job. I have
hoard it said that there should be a central
office, at the head of which there should ho
an official paid a decent salary, that official
to have the administration of all matters af-
fecting the trades unions. It would only need
a slight amendment of the Act to enable
that to be done, for the present measure pro-
vides that the Registrar of Trade Unions shall
he the Registrar of Friendly Societies for the
time, being. It would merely require the
alteration, the effect of which would be to
enable the appointment of an officer other
than. the Registrar of Friendly Soecties. If
that were done, it would be of advantage to
all parties, and would tend to smooth work-
ing of industrial matters. In addition to
appointing an officer who would take charge
of that work, the court should be provided
with proper accommodation and a proper
staff to do the job satisfactorily. Evea the
tasblecloth at the Arbitration Court developed
some sort of disease which made it impos-
sible to shift papers or books once they were
laid. upon it. It would have been impossible
to shift the cloth from tho table with a crow-
liar, so tightly bad it adhered to the wood.
It was only recently that representations
madec by the Court, resulted. in a new- cloth
being provided. These indications, however,
show the conditions uinder which the court
has been asked to carry out its functions. To

ask a Man to V.arry out duties. for a salary
such us that provided for the clerk of the

rbtainCourt, is altogether unreason-
nble. I "vant to see that job enlarged, with
a central official wvith mnore extended powers,
sou-h as a Commissioner pirovided for under
last session 's amnivding Act, who will hare
power to convene compulsory i-onferences,
negotiate with the plartie~s to a dispute, nar-
rowr 'lawn the i-ssues and simplify the work
uf the court. It should not he necessary for
such an official to act as clerk of the court,
Nihich office could be held by a lesser offi-
cial. I hope the 'Minister wilt give the Corn-
uJittee sornc information as to the Govern-
nment's intentions and inform us if there is
any itlea, of improving the position. This
step is very, necessary and surely the expen-
diture of a few hundreds, or even a few
thousands, should not stand in the way of
improving the piosition of a court, that
should help to assure industrial peace. The
Premier has already drawn attention to the
fact that hie attributes the deficit to the dis-
turhed condition of industry and strikes, and
the expenditure of money in the direction I
bare suggested, would be money well spent,
so that facilities f or adjusting grievances
mnay be correspondingly improved. The em-
ployers, as well as the unions, hiave urged
that this improvement should take place.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
F. T. Bronn-Bererley) r6.11]: I cannot
give the member for South Fremantle (Mr.
MeCallum) any definite informaition regard-
ig this question at the present -noment, be-
cause it is only quite recently that the unions
and the employers' federation brought it
under the notice of the Premier. It was
brought under his notice since he attended
the conference in the Eastern States recently,
when the question of arbitration was dis-
cussed. The whole matter is, however, un-
der consideration and it all depends upon
the decision arrived at by the Government
re-garding the amendment of the Arbitration
Act. The various amnendimts to the Act,
which hare been requested by the unions and
the federation, are under consideration, and
as soon as the Government agree upon the
alterations to be embodied in an nmeading
Hill, and the future methods to be adopted,
the other matters to which the hon. member
has drawn attention, will ho taken into con-
si4deration as well.

Item-Clerk of Arbitration Court, MO3:
Hon. P. COLLIER: This item bears on

the question raised by the member for South
Fremnantle. It indicates the official view of
the status the chief Arbitration Court offi-
vial should possess. The chief executive offi-
cer of the court gets a miserabcle salary of
E a.RG. The surroMLndings and woth of the
Arbitration Cou rt should be considerably
eleva ted and it requires to be put into a new
home and to be given a new status befitting
thp work the court has to perform. Bearing
in miund the responsibility attached to the
court, and its bearing upon the harmonious
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working of our industrial and social activi-
ties, it will he adm~itted that there is room
for considerable improvement. We have a
capable officer holding the -responsiblc posi-
tion at the head of the (]epartment and he
receives £7511 a year. The position of tho
chief executive officer of the Arbitration
Court is not one whit less responsible than
that of the officer I referred to, and the
clerk of the court should draw a salary
equivalent to that paid to an under secre-
tary or a permanent head of a Government
department. The power and influence of
the clerk of the Arbitration Court in help-
ing to secure amicable settlements of dis-
putes, are great indeed. I know that the
salary of this officer is not fixed by Mlinis-
ters but is the result of the Public Service
Coaisoe' classification. It, however,
provides one of those anomalies which be-
wilder one and make one wonder how such
salaries arc fixcd. We see one man dlraw-
ing £B800 a year whose duties may be infin-
itely inferior in importance and responsi-
bility to that of another officer drawing £300
or £400 a year. In such circumstances, one
wonders if the names of responsible officers
and salaries a-c put into a haot and drawn
out Willy nilly, the salaries being fixed ac-
cord in gly.

Sitting suspended fron 6.15 to 7.30 p,.m.

Ho,,. P. COLLIER: I repeat that the im-
portant and responsible nature of the duties
performed by the clerk of the Arbitration
Court do not seem to be reognised by the
Public Service Commissioner. An officer
holding this position must be a capable mian,
and must be well informed as to cost of
living statistics not only of Western Aus-
tralia but of all the States of the Common-
wealth. He has to give advice to numerous
applicants coming to the court. If thr-ough
the algency of the clerk of the Arbitration
Court even one industrial dispute & strike
is prevented, the State might be saved a loss
of hundreds of thousands of pounds: and
therefore this officer's services are poten-
tially more valuable to the community than
those of many officers appearing on the Esti-
mates at double his salary. The Public Ser-
vice Commissioner's salary has recently been
increased from ZSSO to £1i,000; and, in addi-
tion, there has been the appointment of an
Assistant Public Service Commissioner at the
Public Service Commissioner's former salary
of £85. Thus work which was formerly
done by one mnon for £850, is now being
done by two men at a total cost of £1,950 to
the State. I do not wish at all to disparage
the offiee of Assistant Public Service Coln-
missioner; the officer holding the position is
one of the most capable and most efficient
men in our Public Service. Nevertheless, I
cannot consider that the duties of an Assist-
ant Public Servi-e Commrissioner compares in
importance and value with those of the clerk
of the Arbitration Court. Yet this latter
position is vallued by the Public Service Coin-

missioner 's office at £360 per annum, round
about which figure it hsas been ever since it
was created. Thle present clerk of the Arbi-
tration Court has held the position for nine
or 10 years; I do not think he is now re-
ceiving £-50 per annuma more than his salary
w-as onl his taking over the duties of the
office. Whilst recognising that it is not with-
in the province of the 'Minister to fix the
salary of this officer, I hope that those whose
duty it is to fix the salary will pay more
heed to the importance of the work done by
various officers. Apparently the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner deemis this position to ho
merely that of an ordinary clerk, a mnan with-
out respons~ibilityv, simply attached to a
ledger.

The Colonial Secretary: Before fixing the
salary the Public Service Commissioner must
b~ecome acquainted with the duties of the
p~osition.

Hon. r. COLLIER: No doubt he made
himself acquainted with the routine work of
this officer; but evidently be knows nothing
of the possibilities of industrial peace or
industrial war in the hands of the clerk of
the Arbitration Court. With reference also
to the assessors, it is a reflection upon Par-
liament that men of such responsibilities in
the Arbitration Court should receive salaries
not exceeding £40 per annum. The Arbitra-
tion Court should be given the importance
which its duties warrant. That cannot be so
nowadays, when the court is housed miser-
ably and judges come and go every six
months, It ecms that when a judge takes
over the duties of President of the Arbitra-
tion (Court, lie does so only with the idea
of fulfilling a term~ which all judges seem to
be called upon in turn to fulfil.

Mr. Davies: When the clerk has acted as
,arbitrator himself, has he drawn any fees?

[ion. P. COLLIER: No\; nothing but his
salary' . I hope the Government will recon-
sider tile whole position of the Arbitration
Court, and then~ perhaps arbitration will he-
(011W mole popular here.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-(iaols, £28,750-agreed to.

Vote-Ilarbonr and Light and Jetties,
Efl,9S0:

Mrs, COWAN: I wish to secure a remedy
for the present condition of things on the
river. To rue it seems extraordinary that
there should be such entire freedom from re-
strictions in respect of private boats. No one
is there to prevent young people from going
ont in any weather or from overcrowding
tileir boats. A board should be aploinited to
look after the river. I know that the Fre-
mantle Boat Licensing Board, nder Capt.
Wiizar. does this work to some extent now.
But private boats should be registered, pay-
ing a small fee towards the upkeep of the
river, jetties, and so forth. Then the posi-
dion would be much safer. There should also
he a proper and regular police patrol of the
river. I know that on Saturdays the police
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launch goes out from about 2.30 to 6 p.m.,
and on Sundays from about 11 a.m. to 6
p.m.; but those patrols are hardly sufficient
to permit of the police looking after pri-
vate boats, which seem to do as they like.
It is a very serious matter that year after
year we have terrible river tragedies, but
-without any control being established. I un-
derstand there is no control even of hired
boats beyond the Causeway and Canning
Bridge.

Mr. CORBOY: For some years I have
spent every week end during the summer in
sailing boats on the river. My party were
very fortunate, never being capsized; but I
always thought, and still think, that some
board should be established by Parliament
to control private boats, and especially to
ensure that anyone in charge of a boat shall
carry sufficient lifebelts for everybody on
board. As regards upkeep of jetties, the
jetties are not used by the yachting frater-
nity.

Mrs. Cowan: Yes, they are, by means of
dinghies.

Mr. CORBOY: Only about 4 or 5 per
cent. of the sailing boats on the river have
dinghies. The police do not allow yachts
to use the jetties.

The Colonial Secretary: They are allowed
to if they pay jetty dues.

MXr. CORBO'Yt I think they should pay a
-registration fee, which would entitle them to
use the jetties. The matter is not of suffi-
cient importance to delay the- House over;
but I should like to see supervision by a
board as regards the supply of adequate
life-saving appliances.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I do not know that
the matter is not of sufficient importance to
delay the House. I do not know that we
have had ninny more important things to
consider in connection with these Estimates.
We lose same of the very finest of our
youth on that river, and to devote a few
minutes to an endeavour to prevent that
loss is well worth while. Sailing is the
finest exercise in which young people could
be engaged, and every encouragement
should be given to its indulgence. At the
same time we should endeavour to protect
life. What is required is some supervision
to prevent foolish young people taking un-
due risks. I hope the Minister will go into
the matter and endeavour to bring in some
provision for the supervision of the boats.

Mr. PICKERING: Few members have
had more yachting experience than have IL
I should be sorry to see any attempt to
mnollycoddle the youth on the river. I know
of no country where measures are taken
such asi those prop-mged by the member for
West Perth. If we teach our youth to swim,
and if in addition we see to it that every
boat carries life-saving appliances, no0thing
furthier should be necessary. When we con-
sider the small Percentage of accidents on
our river, it will be seen that there is very
little to worry about, after all. The acci-
dent generally happens through overcrowd-

ing and having a, lot of girls aboard the
boat; it seldom happens when the boat is
manned exclusively by boys. I suppose I
have been capsized as many times as any-
body else, but it never mattered, because
I always preferred to go out with a buck's
party, where there was only one's own hide
to consider.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member has
entirely misjudged those who spoke before
him, The member for West Perth did not
suggest any mollycoddling; all she con-
tended was that we should recognise oar
responsibilities in the matter and should
pass such legislation as would providr,
ordinary precautions for the preservatio-r
of life. The bon. member for Sussex re-
marked that not many lives were lost on
the river. I know of seven within the last
12 months. A year ago four fine bright
boys were lost out of the "~Cynthia,:" and]
within 12 months, or a couple of weeks ago,
three more young people were lost. Yet
the lion. member says it is not iluportaiLt.
Our Notice Paper is crammed with Bills to
regulate this end that and safeguard some-
body's pocket. If we are justified in pro-
tecting people against material loss, surely
we are justified in framing legislation to
protect lives. I hope the Government will
frame a short Bill and pass it through, say,
next -week. Every time these ac-ileuts
occur speeches are made and promises given
that the matter will be considered. Yet
nothing is ever done. If, with the assist-
ance of his departmental officers acquainted
with this subject, the Minister can draft a
short Bilt within the next day or two, a
Hill to regulate the size of boats, provide
that they shall not be overcrowded, and
that life-saving appliances shall be carried,
we,( could put it through next week. Wo
provide police constables to attend other
dangerous sports, and we should do the
same on the river.

Mr. Hhffrrison: is there not a police launch
on the river.

lion. P. COLLIER: One is not sufficient,
and in any case she is not properly
equipped for the work. if we can afford
t-, pay the wages of half a dozen constables
at a football match, we c-an afford to pay
the wages of a similar number in a launch
patrolling the river, particularly on Satur-
days and Sundays, when the bulk of the
yachting is done. I hope' the Minister will
bring down that Bill this session. Then
there, is the question of teaching our young
people to swim.

Mr. Curboy: They shoold be taught at
scho ol.

lion. P. COLLIER : Yes, it should be
compulsory. In the metropolitan area,
where every facility is afforded, the young
people are not taught to swim in the same
nume~rical proportion as obtains in Boulder
and Kalgoorlie, where there are only small
enclosed baths. Some of thZ best swim-necm
in the State come from that district. I
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hope the Minister will do something this
session.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I quite
agree with what baa been said, and I
promise that if it be found necessary to
pass legislation a short Bill will be brought
down. But I do not know whether legisla-
tion will be necessary. We have now a
committee conferring with representatives
of the aquatic clubs, and it may be found
that whatever is necessary can be done by
regulation. An endeavour will be made to
secure control over the sailing boats on
the river. In view of the number of lives
lost, the Government should have power to
force owners of yachts to carry life-saving
appliances and to refrain from using chain
ballast. Undoubtedly the use of such
ballast had a lot to do with the "Fleurette'
not righting herself on that fatal occasion.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Immigration, £5,000:
Mr. PICKERING: Members who went on

the South-West trip had an opportunity to
see the Fairbridge rarn; School, and were
greatly interested in the good work being
done. I wish to quote a few facts for the
information of members. The school was es-
tablished in 1913, since which year 143 im-
migrants, mostly children, have been brought
to the State. Two have returned to England,
two are in the Eastern States, and 110 are

permanent settlers amongst us, some of them
aledy owningT their own land.
The CHlAIRMAN: Is there anything in

the vote for the Fairbridge Earn, School?
Mr. PICKERING: Tt is a phase of im-

miigration-
The CHAIRMAN: That has nothing to do

with the vote.
Mr. PICKERING: I think it has; it is a

matter of child immigration, and the State
is interested in the scheme. It has been de-
monstrated conclusively thnt the school is
being run on very good lines in the interests
of the State. It is the first school of its
kind established, and it is now being initi-
ated in other -parts of the world. As a re-
sult of the school, £25,000 has been intro-
duced into and expended in the State. My
contention is that this forni of immigration
is the best for Western Australia, seeing that
the children arrive here at such an age that
they become good Australians from the start,
being brought up in an environmient which
fits then, for the work for which they are re-
quired. It has been proved by statistics that
this scheme has resulted in a very large nmaj-
ority of then, taking up land as a livelihood.
I hope the 'Minister will do all in his power
to encourage this school. If we can assist
immigration in this way, we shall he serving
the best interests of the State.

Mr. ST'MONS: I think every member will
regret that therc is not more nmoney available
for immiaration. Only a very slight analysis
of the vote is required-

The CRAIRMAN: That phase of the ques-
tion can be dealt with on the Loan Estimates.

This vote relates only to officers' salaries,
and n it the hon. member cannot discuss the
broad principle of immigration.

Mr. SIONS: So long as that is under-
stood-

The CHAIRMAN: Yes; the hon. member
will get an opportunity when the Loan Es-
timates are considered.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-nspection of Liquor, £1,378-
agreed to.

Vote-State Labour Bureau, £3,344:

Mr, MANN: I have come closely into
touch wvith this institution, and I can speak
favourably of the officers and the manner in
which they have assisted to find work for a
large number of unemployed during the last
few weeks. The method of conducting the
business, however, impressed me, as being
somewhat behind the times, inasmiuch as they
wait for situations to be notified, instead of
looking for them. The officers of the de-
partment should lay themselves out to got
into touch with the agricultural and other
centres.

The Colonial Secretary: They do.
Mr. MANN: I have not found it so.
The Colonial Secretary: They have their

agents in the country towns.
Mr. MANN: I think they wait until they

are notified of situations, and then allocate
them.

The Colonial Secretary: Oh, no.
Mr. MANN: It should be their function

to look for situations throughout the length
and breadth of the State, so that when there
are unemployed in the city, they will be in a
position to allocate the men to work for
which they are suited, If the Minister as-
sures me that this is being done-I am afraid
it is not being done as he thinks it is-

The Colonial Secretary: I said we have
agents in our country towns.

Mr. MANN: Perhaps they are as loose in
their methods an the bureau. In the seasons
when employment is plentiful they would be
able to ascertain where work was offering,
and thus make the institution of much greater
service to the State than it is at the present
time.

Mr. TEESDALE: It is so unusual now-a-
days to come across a department, with the
existence of which one feels really pleased,
that I would like to niention my experience
of the State Labour Bureau. I think it is
one of the best ordered departments of the
State. I have a deal to do with it from time
to time, and I an very pleased with the ad-
,ministration. The officials are very pains-
taking and considerate in their treatment of
those in search of employment.

Mr. Mann: But their methods are obsolete.
Mr. TEESDALE: I have not notiexrl any-

thing obrolete about their method;3. They
have rather a good system with regard to
the reception of men until they have been
dealt with and are passed out for employ-
ment, or told to return later on. I have taken
the trouble to interv-iew a few of the men,
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amd they have informed me that they were
wveil satisfied with the treatment they re-
cived. It is so refreshing to Hada'lopn t
ijient one eon appreciate, that I wish to place
my appreciation on record. In the secretary
we have a very capable man. Indeed be goes
out of his way to do e~-erythiug po-siblp for
thle smooth working of the departmnit, and
'to man is mnore dt lighted than lie is at being
able to find openings for the nufortanatelt
Atho have to go there in search of employ-
ment.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN: The 'Minister re-
marked by way nf interjection that the
lbureau had started the system of going out-
side in order to provide Work, ll lie has
nlot told ins what the system is.

The Colonial Secretary: I said we had
agents fin the country towns.

Hon. W. CI. ANOWIWN: The various Cov-
ermnent officers in the country have always
been used to notify when work was offering.

The Colonial Secretary: The Governent
land agents.

Don. WV. C. ANOWIN: That has always
been the practice. A few years ago there was
a system in vogne on the lines of that sug-
gested by the member for Perth (M.Nr. Mann).
The Government hadl a man going about the
country ascertaining where work was offering
and, if I am not mistaken, he received a
small salary and eonmmission. I understand
that the Ugly Mfe,,l's Association is adopting
a somewhat similar system. When I was in
office I found that men were often sent to
jobs and, after the aigent bad received his 5s.,
they found that no job was offering.

Mr. Mann: It could be dlone by the agri-
cnitural inspectors.

Iron. W. C. ANOWIN-: This happen~ed in
several eases. When the men reached the
places to which they had been sent they were
told that sonme mistake had been made. Con-
sequlently, I cut out that system and in-
structed the secretary to again communicate
with, the Governmenat officers in the country
districts, who would he held responsible for
notifying the bureau of sitilations. After
that there were no0 complaints, At the present
time persons are often sent to employment
aind, when they get there, they are told they
are not wanted. Anc-x-soldier and his wife
arrived in Western Australia a few weeks ago
and were sent to the country, butl when they
inquired at the place, they were told that
some mistake must have been made. They
looked around the district and secured elil-
plaownt at .30s. a week hetwven them. One
can rely note upon a G"overnment officer
than neon an agent working on a eofmmiUA
sio t basis.

Mr. Mfann: The Agricultural Bank insliec.
ltrs could] do this work.

The Colonial Secretary: That is so.
Hon. W. C. AN GWIN: I think it conid

be done in that way but it should not he
done through on agent.

Mr. McCALTATMs: I quite agree with the
members for Perth and Iloehourne. The
officer in charge of this department is a very

capasble mn hut the functions of the bureau
are not wide enough.

Mr. Martn: That iq time point.
Mr. 3f,( ALLUNI : I urge the C mZvornw-nt

to extend its functions and not to be afraid
of any agitation ,it the part of the owners
of private registry julices.

Mr. Mfautn: Cut them out altogether.
'Mr. MYe(ALL11flI : The International V'on-

ference which met under the ternis of the
Leagn - of Nations, decided tn recommend all
the Governments aiwsoeiatedl with the League
to completely wipe out all private registry
offices.

Mrs, Cowan: Hear hear!
'Mr. MeCALIXM: They have proved a

curse in every country where they exist.
Mr. Teesdale: Nothing else but ramps.
Mr. McCALLflI: The fees they charge

and the impositions they levy on unfortunate
people looking for means to earn a liveli-
hood are daylight robbery.

Mr. Mann: A man took a contract to clear
.500 acres of land and he paid 641. an acre to
the keeper of the registry office for having
got him the job.

.%r. MeCALLUMI: These places are sup-
posed to be regulated by law, but our law
is quite obsolete. Ini view of the reoinen-
lation of the International Conference, I

hope time Goverument will not hiestitate to
push time functions of the State Bureau,
bringing it into direct competition with the
private places ad thus closing thenm up. The
officers of the bureau do not look in the coun-
try districts for work for the men on their
blooks iis they should dlo. T wast in the Nun-
gatin district recently with the member for
Perth and at the show we ascertained that 26
men were required. We hadl only just before
left an unemployed meeting in Perth. yet
there was no inquiry throngh the Labour
Bureau for mn for this district. If the farmiers
at that show had been asked to get into touch
with the Bureau thley' wouldl not have known
]low to go about it. if the Agricultural Bank
amid land inspectors inquired oil their rounds
w-lit labout wvas req.! is-l iii the vountry and
communicated with the Labour Bureau, the
efficiency of thke bin-no would be greatly in-
creased and the institutiou would he brought
into closer tom-li with those who re-quired
labour. The feeling is abroad that the
Bureau only exis for those who are danwi
anid out, and that ft- genuine worker does not
go near it.

The Colonial Se-cretary: I knmow of hun-
dreds of me wvhm have o)btainked eamplont
thmrough the imurcam,.

Mr. MeCA(%LLI-s: That is so. There i% no
greater instance of thme expuloitation rif girls
than is afforded 1),,- their e'mpincyiict in hotels
in country districts through the nmediumr of
private registry offices. The fee, an,] condi-
tions imiposed in connectioni with the engage-
muent of these girls are atrocious. Very few
applicationst ot' that nature go through the
bureau. Many people in the country* districts;
think that the bureau only exists as a means
of relieving unmeumloymen~rt, and T have tried
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to dispel that idea as far as I could. When
unemployment is ante, it would be a good]
thing if sonic of our Government officials were
to canvass some of the country towns to find
means of employment for these people, and
to make it knowns that the bureau exists in
order to supply labour where it is wanted.
I hope the Government will take steps to in-
crease the activities of the bureau. All tho
nations that are joined in the League of
Nations have practically decided to do their
best to wipse out private registry offices.

Mr. HARRISON: The vote in connec-
tion with this particular braneFf of the
State's activities could well be increased,
to the satisfaction of hotth the unemployed
And those men in the country districts who
w-ant labour. The member for Perth sug-
gested that the Agricultural Bank inspectors
could assist in enlarging the scope of this
hureau. These inspectors are generally I.A.B.
inspectors, and spend two or three weeks
in every mionth out in the country districts.

Ido not think the suggestion would wort
out in a satisfactory ihanner. Some people
would saky that the local storekeeper would be
the best Juan to approach on this subject,
but in the wheat bolt I think the farmers'
c-o-operative movement, which has a centre for
whbeat acquiring at every siding, would pro-
vide the b~est machinery for enabling the em-
ployer to get into touch with the employee.
Some nmembers may disagree with that pro-
position on the ground that this is a private
co-operative movement, but, against that, we
have the Organisation which employers are
using for their own benefit. It is also for
the benefit of the employers that they should
obtain suitable service when they want it.
If they conld communicate with the State
bureau, it would go a long way towards dis-
pelling the disabilities which have been re-
ferred to this evening. There have been in-
stances of meca being engaged to go to a
p.ertain district and who, when they arrive
at their destination, find there is no employ-
mient awaiting thenm. The method I suggest
would, I think, be the best one for dealing
with the difficulty.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Lunacy and Inebriates, £94,913.

Hon. P. COLLIZER (Boulder) [8.20]: 1
have no intention of covering the wide range
t.t subjects associated with the administra-
tion of the Lunacy Department, for the rea-
son that a Royal Commission is at present en-
gaged in inquiring into the matter. I should,
however, like to deal with what is known
as the Mable ease, with which are associated
the names of Thomas Mable and his wife,
Mrs. Mabile. All the circumstances surround-
ing tHant regrettable case will be well within
the knowledge of members. Mfr. and Mrs.
Mable were arrested in 1915 and charged
with being of unsound mind. After many
struggles to secure justice, Mable was ulti-mately released early in the present year,
after spending more than five years in the
asylum. 'Mrs. Mable was released two or

three years before her husband. WVhen Mable
was arrested lie was engaged in farming in
the Ongerup district. His farm comprised
1,203 acres. It was well imiproved and was
a good going concern. Had the property been
sold at that time it would have realised £2
an acre in its then condition. When Mable
and his family were taken from the farm
the officials connected with the office of the
Master in Lunacy, whose duty it was to pro-
tect the estate of anyone committed to the
Asylum, neglected to take any stops to pro-
tedt the property. The farm was equipped
with mnachinery and plant which cost £279.
Ten horses were upon it and cost £,176. There
were also farm vehicles, tools, sheds, etc., and
a good deal of other equipment. After spendl-
ig five years in the asylum Mfable is to-day
unable to get any satisfaction in response
to his inquiries As to what has become of his
Assets.

The Colonial Secretary: Have you seen the
file dealing with the matter?

Hon. P. COLLIER: No.
The Colonial Secretary: If you had you

would not blame the Mlaster in Lunacy.
Hion. P. COLLIE R: Someone is responsible

for what has happened.
The Colonial Secretary: 'Mable's brother

was responsible.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The *Master in Lunacy

should not have allowed Mable's brother to
handle the estate. He was responsible for
protecting it while IMable was in the asylum.
f am informed there is practically nothing
left and that the farm has gone back very
largely to its natural state. It is overgrown
and wvill require to be re-eleared. Mable is
out of work and unable to maintain himself.
That is the position which has arisen sinee
the illegal arrest and detention of Mable
and his wife. The Royal Commission which
inquired into the case found that there had
beea an illegal arrest. The laws of the land
governing the arrest and detention of per-
sons in the asylum had not beea observed.
Had the House not taken the matter in hand,
I bare no doubt %flable would still have been
in the asylum, and would hare remained there
until the end of his days. Seeing that be
was illegally arrested and detained, the Gov-
ernment should give him some compensation.
Surely they will not stand on their legal
rights. I know that Governments can do
illegal things without being held responsible
and without being tolled upon to pay come-
pensation.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Official
Trustee Act will provide for those cases in
future.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If that legislation
gives the result we expect of it, I do not
think there n-ill be a recurrence of the Mable
case. The very fact that we have passed it
indicates that the law Was defective, and that
its administration was also defietive when
Mable was sent to the asylum. I hope the
Government will give some -consideration to
Mable 's claim for compensation.
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The Colonial Secretary! When did he ask
for any?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know.
The Colonial Secretary: I have had no ap-

plidation for relief from him since he was
released.

Hen. P. COLLIER: Or the Premier?
The Colonial Secretary; I think not.'
Rion. P. COLLIER: I was under the im-

pression that an application for compensation
bad been made to the Premier.

The Colonial Secretary: I do not know
about it.

Mr. Sinions: I am assured an application
has been made.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It would eventually
rach the Colonial Secretary. If no applica-
tion haes been sent in, I must have been misin-
f7crmned. Mlable was in the prime of life
when arrested. He went on his property in
1911. To-day he is more advanced in years
and finds it difficult to obtain employment. He
has lost everything he possessed, and spent
hundreds of pounds in an endeavour to prove
his sanity and obtain his release. His farm
haes fallen to pieces, and someone whose dty
it was to protect it has failed to carr oFut
his duty. 1'.able should not be compele to
suffer at this juincture, anti I hope the Gv-
ernment will favourably consider grantin
him sonme monetary consideration. I know it
is an unusual thing for Governments to pay
compensation for their mistakes, but in this
case, if a request for assistance is made, I
hope it will receive most favourable consid-
eration.

-Mr. SIMONS (East Perth) (8.27]: I en-
dorse the remarks of the Leader of the Op-
position. It may be arguable that according
to the law there can be nothing done to re-
lieve the position which an error made under
the law haes brought about; and yet I be-
lieve in this ease there is a law higher than
anything that has ever been written, and that
is the moral obligation of thme Government.
I do not know of anything more fearful than
that a man should be illegally taken away
from his home, thrust into a hospital for the
insane and kept there for six years, while the
Corernme'nt officers who have become the cus-
todians of his property multiply the greatness
of the error by neglecting the assets of which
they should have been the faithful keepers.

The Colonial Secretary: It was not
ne-glected; I have a distinct recollection of
the ease.

Mr. SIMONS: I could produce photo-
graphs of the form buildings and the hoe
both hefore and after the arrest of M1able.
Before the arrest the farm had every ap-
pearance of being prosperous. After six
years have gone, dluring which period it
should have been eared for by the Govrin.
ment, it wears the anpearance of having been
invaded by a foe and devastated.

'Mr. MToney: Which officer was in charge
of it?

'Mr. SIMOONS: The Master in Lunacy; he
was responsible. It has always been the cus-
torn, when a person is taken away as insane,
for his assets to be placed in charge of the
Government officials concerned. It is the
duty of the Government to see that the es-
tates of these persons are not impaired in
value during the detention in the asylumn of
their owners. In this ease, enterprising
neighbours have taken away all the stock,
practically all the moveable machinery, and
the galvanised iron from the buildings, I
contend that the duty devolves upon the
State to care for the estate of any indivi-
dual who is placed in confinemen~t in an
asylum. After this man has spent years in
wresting his farm from the wilderness, hie
is made a prisoner by the State for a period
of six years, the stain of lunacy is east
upon him with all the consequences that
follow upon such a position. At the end
of that period, he is thrown upon the world
a derelict and is called upon to battle
against fearful odds, because of the wrong-
ful actions of State officials at the outset.
A man who has served six years in a Hos-
pital for the Insane does not commend him-
self to employers in any part of the State.
He is practically debarred from earning his
living. The Government may say there is
no law upon our Statute book empowering
them to give such an unfortunate man some
compensation to make up for the errors of
the State's officers. I do not believe they
would raise that contention, for there is a
higher bar of justice and that is the moral
obligations towards a mian who has suffered
as this particular individual. I believe that
neither the Premier nor the Minister
responsible for the department will deny
there is moral obligation upon the State tO
see that some assistance is given to this
unfortunate man to help lift him back to
the road to prosperity. It is wrong; it is
unjust; it is inhuman to allow a man to be
ruined because some officers of State may
have blundered. That is the position in
this ease, and I leave it to the sense of
justice and humanity on the part of the
Government to assist this man who has
been so deeply and gravely wronged.

Mfrs. COWAN (WVest Perth) [8.34]:
support the Leader of the Opposition in his
references to the Mable case. It Tias always
seemed extraordinary to Rne that while we
have a Master in Lunacy, the estate of
this unfortunate individual was not looked
after more adequately. Whether a mistake
was made or not at the outset, the estate
was under the charge of the Master in
Lunacy during the period of Mable's deten-
tion. Tt would have been in the interests
of the State to see that the farmn was kept
properly (luring that time and that the
profits made out of the property were set
aside for the support of the children as
well as of Mable and Mrs. Mable. I con-
sider IUrs. Mable was kept in the asylum
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for longer than she should have been de-
tained and I have felt very sympathetic
towards her in her troubles. I deprecate
strongly the fact that no woman has been
appointed to a position on the Royal Comn-
miasion to investigate lunacy matters here.
I asked the Minister a question on this
point some time ago.

Honl. W. 0. Angwin: I will look after the
women.

The CHAIRMAN: I am afraid I cannot
allow the bon. member to discuss the Royal
Commission on Lunacy at this stage.

Mrs. COWAN: If we could get those
intimate questions which can only be put
by a woman to women, it would probably
help to secure savings in various directions.
The fact that there are 333 women and so
many children at an institution such as the
Claremont Hospital for the Insane, should
emphasise the necessity for a woman on
such a *Commission.

Thu CHAIRMAN: Thle hon. member can-
not proceed to discuss that matter.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hfon. F.
T. Broun-Beverley) [8.37]: The Govern-
ment have no desire to be unjust.

Hon. P. Collier: I do not tbink so.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The

Leader of the Opposition would not infer
that we would desire to do an injustice to
these unfortunate individuals. It is some
considerable time since this matter was
hrnnght under my notice. I have a faint
recollection of going through the file at the
time. I think it was on account of Mrs.
Mable and her brother that the estate was
not taken over by the Master in Lunacy.
I agree that it is the duty of that official
to look after the estates of these unfortu-
nate individuals. That officer was appointed
to look after the interests of these patients,
and it would be desirable if the property of
persons who have to be detained in the in-
stitution were kept inl such a condition
that, upon release, the owners would find
their properties in a better condition than
when they left their. I will call for the
file again, and go into this matter very care-
fully to see whether an injustice has been
done to Mable, and if, I think such is the
position I will put up a recommendation
to Cabinet for certain action to be taken.
Regarding the committal of these eases, I
do not like discussing these matters because
they come so frequently before the Chant-
ber, the names of the unfortunate people
are published and their troubles again go
before the public. In the ease of 'Mable,
he was detained on the recommendation of
two medical officers who declared, in
accordance with the Lunacy Act, that be
was insane.

Hon, P. Collier: He was committed to
the institution but not in accordance with
the law. The Royal Commission found that
such was the ease.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:- The
Commissioner, -Mr. Kidsou, when recom-
mending Mable's release, must have been
somewhat doubtful.

Hon. P. Collier: I would not say that.
The COLONIAL SECRETARtY. At any

rate, he released him under certain con-
ditions.

Hon. P. Collier: He bad to let the doctors
down a bit lightly.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Royal Commissioner advised Mable not to
go back to his farm and made certain con-
ditions relative to his release. I mention
that aspect to show that the medical officers
at the institution also had fears on. that
ground. It is because of this aspect that
the board created last session is of benefit,
in releasing persons they think fit to regain
their liberty, -without the medical officer hav-
ing to determine the question. When there
is some fear as to a patient doing himself
some harm it he is released, naturally the
medical officer would refrain from letting
such a person out of the institution. As a
result of the existing provision, patients such
as paranoics are enabled to regain their
liberty and in time may recover their health
completely. I will go into the matter again
and if an injustice has been done I will at-
tempt to do something to rectify it.

Vote put and pass~d..
Vote-Observatory, £ 1,984-agreed to.

Vote-State Children and Outdoor Relief,
£90,428:

Mrs. COWAN (West Perth) [8.42]: Re-
ference is mande to State children anld out-
door relict, I asked the Minister recently
to take into consideration the difficulty
mothers excperience at the present time
in getting along on the allowance provided.
I have come into contact with a number of
these women and I know their difficulties
are great. I have approached the depart-
mneat on more than one occasion and have
been unable in some cases to get extra money
allowed. The cost of living has not suffi-
ciently declined to enable these women to
care for their children and have anything
over for themselves. Extra assistance has
been declined in cases where women happen

I to have a little inoney on hand. 1n the event
of a mother having £40 or £50 of her own,
it has to be remembered that that is all she
has to fall back on for her own requirements;
she has nothing whatever for her children
except what she can earn. A greater al-
lowance should he provided to assist these
wowmen. In New Zealand the Government
provide up to 1s. for each child over one
year of age and where special circumstances
arise,' that amount can be increased. They
also provide 17s. 6d. for children under one
year of age and medical attention, medic.4 e,
and school facilities. It is hardly right that
when the necessity for reduced expenditure
arises, such allowances should be the first
to be cut down, I do not know how the diMf-
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eulty is to be overcome. No one believes i
education miore than I do, but before we
come to the question of education, we must
consider whether a child is in a fit state of
health to receive education. No child can
profit from education when it is in a seni-
starved state during the earlier years of its
life. I ask the 42overnmnent to give as much
(ousideratioa as is possihle to tho'se peole.
I had a very hard ease brought uniter my
notice recently where a woman who was in
had health herself hail to support two chil-
dren and n husband who was suffering frank
tuberculosis.

Hon. IV. C, Angwin: Didi this husband
not have an invalid pension!

Mrs. COWA'N: The extraordinary thing
about it is that, tithough the invalid pension1
is 15s., this man only received I109. That
matter is being inquired into nbw.

Hon. W. V. Ang'vin: If the wife is work-
ing, half of hier earnings go to hini, That is
the way it is worked.

'Mrs. COWANX: We know what it means
to keep a person who is suffering froni tuber-
culosis in food alone, and despite that fact,
because the woman was earning 30s. a week,
the allowan'le for one, child was wvithdrawn.
Fortunately I have been able to get that
allowance re-established temporarily, but it
should be ninde permanent. Each case should
be dealt with on its merits.

The Colonial Secretary: So it iq.
Mrs. COWAN: In the case of the womian

I have referred to, the doc-tor informed her
that she might have to go into a hospital at
any time owing to the wretched state of her
health. I can give many other cases andI
think this question should receive most sym.-
pathetic consideration.

Mr. SIMONS (East Perth) [8.47]: The vote
should not be allowed to pass without refer-
ece- being made to a factor which is multi-
plying the number of children regarded as
State children; and that is the influence of
the Children's Court. From close observation
it is my opinion tha-t the Children's Court
sends to the reformatory a large number of
children who never ought to be committed
there. There has been too great a readiness
to commit children, on a first offence, for 12
mionths to a reformatory. .1 remember see-
ing a child-of seven years imprisoned in. a
cell at the"Children's Court. I asked him
what the crime was; and he said he did not

-know exactly, hut it was something com-
mencing with "In." T asked him was it
"~Incorrigible,"1 and he said "cYea." He
caine, from Fremantle, and I asked him who
was sitting on the bench. 'He said, "Two
ladies, '

The Colonial Secretary: They were not
twoa ladies.

Mr. STMONS: Here was a ease, of a boy
of seven being declared unmanageable and
sentenced to nine years in a reformatory-
which would mean a cost to the revenue of
£5011., That is only one of many cases- 1
remember another ease, of a child nine years

old who broke into a school and defaced the
blackboard. it was his first offence, mid he
was given 12 months in a reformatory.

The Ililister for Works: How long is it
since that case oucurred?

Mr. SI2MONS: Last February. A child
nine years old should never he sentenced to
detention in a reformnatory f or a first offence.
]tasty action, lack of mature eonsideration,
and ain eagerness for vengeance on young
life le-ads to the State being unnecessarily
burdened.

Mrs. Cowan: Rubbish!
Afr' SIMONS: A regular magistrate should

be appointedl to preside over all the child-
ren 's courts, so that we Isny get something
like reasonable administration. In four cases
I attempted to get comminitments revoked.
The Premaier was humane, the Colonial Sec-
retary was humane, and the Attorney General
was humane; bitt the Children's Court abso-
lutely shrieked for vengeance. The children
had to be dragged from the court.

Mrs, Cowan: That is not true.
Mi-. SIONS: The four names could be

given. The member for West Perth was
present, although not a member of the bench.
The argument put uip to me by the muembers
of' the court was that the children had to be
punished. There was a desire for vengeance,
andl the children had to go for a year into
a reformatory. The Mfinister had the cour-
age and] strength to reverse the decision of
the bench, and the childrea are now respect-
able nmembers of society, and earning revenue
for the State instead of drawing sustenance
from th8 Treasury. When one is able to
examine such individual cases, and make such
discoveries, it is evidence how the machinery
of the Children's Court is being used to
multiply the number of children placed to the
charge of the State. The court seemed to
feel that they were losing victims wxhom they
had a right to sacrifice. T do nut say that
is the spirit of all members of children's
courts. Some of them are people of fine
character. Hut other members of the Child-
ren 's Couirt look for vengeance.

Ron. P. Collier: And publicity.
'Mr. SfMONS: Yes. Unnecessary commit-

mnents for unnecessarily long periods show
that it is necessary to have a regular Tnigis-
trate presiding in the 'Children's Court. Such
an appointment, although expensive in the
first instance, would prove economicnl in the
long run. For a first offence, no child be-
tween nine and 18 years of age should be
committed to a reformatory; or perhaps even
for a second offence. The bringing of a
child before the court would probably prove
a sufficient eorrctive. The associations of
a recformatory are, not conducive to a hi-her
type of character or of thought. BOYS and
girls between nine and 19 years of age must
commit themselves some time or other. We
have had lamentations about growing de-
pravity of juveniles in Western Australia,
bitt I believe that view is held chiefly by
idle people who busy themselves going about
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looking for depravity. 'Many boys are sent
to reformatories for doing things which in
our ease, when we were boys, would have led
to our being corrected by a couple of feet
of strap an inch wide. The magistrates of
the Children's Court do not seem to under-
stand that between nine years and 18 boys
and girls go through a stressful period, pass-
ing front childhood to manhood or woman-
hood. No such boy or girl should be corn-
nut-ted for a first offence.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is a stigma for
life.

Mr. SION'S: Yes. I speak in the in-
terests of economly as ninth as in those of
humanity.

Mrs, Cowan: Can I speak again, Mr.
Chairman?

The CHAIRMAN: No; not now. But the
lion, member can speak on the items,

Mr, MUNSIE (Hannans) [8.55]: 1 greatly
;'egret thle regulation recently issued having
for its object economny in this department.
The member for W~est Perth quoted one ease,
and said she could quote ninny others.

Hen. P. Collier: So could we,
Mr. WUNSIE: During the Inst three

mionths I have had at least .50 applications
coming from all parts of the Stato as to the
cutting down of allowances, Into most of
them I made inquiries. Ta some instances tbe
State was justified in reducing the amount,
but in many instances the reduction was not
.justified. I hope the Government will take a
somewhat more lenient view than they have
dlone during tile past two or three months. I
agree with the member for East Perth that
where commitments can possibly he avoided,
they should he avoided, but frequently a child
is better off in ain institution than under the
care of those who have charge of him Or lier.
That fact has a good dleal to do with some of
the commitments that are nmade. But in ninny
instances the State is put to the expense of
maintaining a child, when the parents should
do it. Still, in the child's interests, the child
must be taken away from the parents. With
regard to reduction of allowances made by
the Charities Department, an unfortunate
ease in Kalgoorlie was hrought under my
notice recently. The bread-winner died about
15 months ago, from miners' complaint. A
family of four in numuber were getting 18s. a
week in respect of two childreii nder the age
of 14I. There were tire children over 14; bet
one of them, a girl, was not in aI fit state to
work at all. I fear she never will be able to
work. The reason for her deplorable condition
is, in my opinion, that for the last eight or
tea veers she has not had suficient fond. One
of the boys arrived at the age of .14 recently,
and the I8s. allowance was imimediately
wvithdrawn, on account of his being able to
work. I have been to the home of some peo-
tile who have complained of reductions, and
they have told me their story, but on going
to the department I have found that they
have not told me the truth. In other eases,
however, I was surprised to find that the de-

partmient hadl made reductions where a -re-
duction should not have been inade. I1 hope
the Minister will ease Up OIL the qulestion Of
economy where children are cocnernedl.

[Mr. 'Munsie took the Chair.]

'Mr. UNDERIWOOD (1'ilbarn) 19.01: A
take exception to some of the remafrks made.
I do not altogether agree with tho last
speaker. I think the Minis ter should use nil
his power in preventing waste. Having ad-
minisitered this department, I know that there
are unworthy people who impose upon their
fellow citizens. I ask the Mfinister to keep
his eye on those. I take exception to the re-
marks of the member for Bust Perth (Mr.
Simons), who spoke of the Court seeking ven-
geance. I know all the members of the
Children's Court person ally. Mos4t of them
are parents, and one who is a parent is not
capable of seeking vengeance iainsr a child.
Anybody who would talk of seeking ven-
geance against a child is not himself a, parent.
I refer to the member for East Perth.

Mr. Lambert: Have you any proof of
thati

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I Should say we
have amiple proof by the very appearance of
the hon. member. He does not appear to be
competent.

Mr. Simons: I shoald not like to have
spawn like you.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: You go to hell IWe
have heard a great deal about the respionsi-
bility of parents, and I have always tried to
get people to realise their responsibilities. I1
suppose at least 80 per cent, of our citizens
are responsible parents. Possibly there are
20 per cent. prepared to east their children
on to the rest of the community. That should
not be allbwed. Notwithstanding all that has
been said about those on the Children's Court,
I should think such aI position better than
earning a living by taking kids to America.
I knew there is waste in this department,
and I ask the Minister to onclenvour to cut it
out and compel parents to look after their
children. But I do ntot ask him to go too far
in that direction, because it frequently hap-
pens that an uinworthy parent produces a
worthy child and, after -ll it is the interests
of the child which the department should look
after. Kuewing the members, of the Children's
Court piersonally, r say again, that for the
mtemnber for East Perth to talk of their seek-
inig vengeance on a child is absolute rubbish.

Hon. P. COLLIE R (Boulder) [9,51:- I wish
to express appreciation Of the srmpathe
and humanitarian spirit which influences the
administration of this department. I have
found the secretary at all times actuated by
a kindly desire to do the best he can with
the available money. I can say the same for
the Minister. Of course one placed in his
position, with certain money allotted to him
by the Treasurer, is often forcedI to refuse
assistance when his feeling-- prompt him to
grant it. I hope it will not be understood
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that Western Australia is in any way be-
hind hand in what it does for women and
children requiring State assistance. I do not
believe any other State or country in the
world is doing more for women and children
requiring assistance. Certainly not in any
of. the Eastern States is more money spent
on assistance to u-omen with children depend-
ing on them than in Western Australia. Last
year we expended £34,O0G on mothers of
children, £16,OOO in aid of orphanages. and
industrial schools, and £15,0OD -on the main-
tenance of children boarded out-a record to
be proud of, in view of our comparatively
small population. But, having said that, I
join with the member for West Perth (Airs.
Cowan) in urging that the Minister should
go to the limit of the arvailable fun-Is in
granting assistance under this head. I have
had experience similar to that related by the
hon. member. I know numbers of instances
where the nilowance has been reduced at
the earliest possible moment, immediately
one child reached the age of 14, while, where
there have been four or five in family, the
tendency has been not to make the allowance
for each child, but to reduce the aggregate
by one. I hope the Mfinister will endeavour to
make available every possible pound for the
assistance of those women who are doing a
noble work in maintaining children. Also,
I do not think the department is sufficiently
vigilant in bringing delinquent fathers to
book for the nininlenonce of their children.
I know of a woman who, with four children,
was deserted by her husband. When the eld-
est child reached 14 and begnn to earn a few
shillings per week, the department reducer]
the allowance. I made inquiries about the
husband and found that hie had a permauent
job in the Railway Department. At that
time there were hundreds of good fithers en-
deavouring to maintain homes what time they
were walking the streets looking for employ-
ment, whilst the waster had a good Govern-
ment job, and the State was maintnining his
four children. The explanation given w-as
that if action were taken against him ha
would only go to gaol, and so nothing Would
be accomplished.

Mr. 'Maceallun Smith: He wvent to gaol1,
anfl got his billet back when he camne out
again.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Wonderful are the
ways of officials! They regarded it as long
service leave, and kept his billet for him
until he came back. Tine department should
make every effort to trace these men and]
compel them to pay, or, alternatively, send
them to gaol.-

Mr. Teesdale: Or give them a bait.
Hon. P. COLLIER: Certainly it is wrong

for the tqtate to maintain a man's children
while providing employment for the man. I
hope the Minister will do all he posqihly' can
for the assistanlce of women and children so
much in need of it. Those women are doing
good work for the State in rearing ovr future
citizens, and we ought not to be nit'gardly in
our treatment of them. Of course, when the
Estimates are under discussion and additional

expenditure in all directions is being urged,
the Treasurer wants to know where he is to
effect the economics so frequently referred
to; but wherever else we attempt the prac-
tice of economy, it should not be at the ex-
pense of women struggling to maintain their
children.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [9.11J: 1
agree with the hon. member that the greatest
care and sympathy are exercised by the officer
in charge of this department. But it is not
Always judicious to refer matters of inquiry
to the police in certain districts, I have in
mind a goldifields case of a woman who may
have misconducted herself-I mean in point
of getting tight-once or twice. That woman
has since married and again become a good
citizen. As the result of personal inquiries
made, I am convinced that she is a perfectly
fit and proper person to resume possession of
her child. Still, the department are hesitating
to let her have the youngster, and are calling
for reports. I do not blame the officer in
charge, but, as I say, it is not always wise
to refer matters of this kind to the local
policeman. Because that womian, was charged
with drunkenness six or 12 months ago tihe
policeman, in making a recommendation, can-
not bring himself to understand that such
a person is ever likely to reform. I1 hope
that the Minister in dealing with these mat-
ters will see that only men in whom the
greatest reliance can be placed will be do-
tailed for such inquiries. There are piolice
officers in my district in whom the grealest
possible trust could be placed, but there are
others who are irresponsible and unreliable,
and to whom I would not refer the question
of the health of an aborigine.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Would they be of the flat-
footed variety?

Mr. LA'MEERT: I cannot specify them,
though I believe there is such a variety. Tf
judicious inquiries are made, the Minister will
fid that the information I have given will
be fortified. Whatever the need for economy
might be, I hope that the administration of
the department ministering to the distress of
the women and children of Wes9tern Australia
will be charneterised by the utmost sympathy.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. F.
T. Prouli-Beverley) 19.101: Nothing would
give me greater pleasure than to have more
money at my disposal for this department.
The amount of 9s. per child fixed last year
is still being paid, but there has been a certain
tightening up of the conditions, not altogether
on account of imposition. There have been a
few cases in which the Government have been
imposed upon. It is very difficult, however,
for the Minister to treat everyone seeking
State aid on the same bass The meiber for
West Perth (Mfrs. C'owan) referred to a
widow having £23 of her own and said we had
refused her assistance. That is not true. "My
instructions to the department are definite
and, if the deunrtment sticks to them, there
is a basis on which to work. I have directed
that wherever a mother or widow has under
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£50, she shall be treated the same as a woman
who has no money at all. We do not deny
full assistance in such a ease. In the ease of
a woman possessing £60 or over--some own-
ing £400 or £500 worth of property have ap-
plied for assistance-we take the facts into
consideration and treat the applicant accord-
ingly. If a woman had £70, the allowaace
might be redoced to 6s. There is a basis
on which I ani working so that all shall be
treated as nearly as possible alike. I am
not responsible. for the cutting down of
amounts, but I can say that the officers of
the department are absolutely sympathetic.
Itwould be impossible for me to deal with
all the cases, but L do attend to special eases.
If I consider that the department has not
been quite fair to an applicant, the matter
is rectified. There are some people receiving
assistance who should never have done so,
due to the fact that they have not disclosed
their true position to the department. In
one ease we found that a family were in
receipt of two invalid pensions, and were
drawing the subsidy as well. We investigate
all eases and put thiem on a fair basis. As
pointed out by the Leader of the Opposition,
it is impossible for me to increase the amount
unless the vote is largely excessed. Although
this vote shows anl increase of over 12,000,
the recent increased demands will necessitate
the vote being excessed. If an excess is not
granted, the amounts will have to be cut
down. I have mentioned the matter to the.
Treasurer and I think the excess will be avail-*
ab le.

Mr. Clydesdale. If a woman goes out to
work, what is the object ilL deducting the
amount from her subsidy?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: When I
married, I realised the responsibilities I had
undertaken, and I expect other people to do
the same. They must realise their responsi-
bility to their children.

Mr. Clydesdale: A woman has six children
and you deduct the amount or portion of the
amount she earns!1

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Ifa
mother had six children, she would not be
going out to work, unless -he children were
over a certain age. If the children were so
young as to need her attention, she would not
be expected to go out to work, If she did go
out to work I do not see how she could avoid
employing someone to look after the children.
In such a case no reduction would he made.

Mr. Clydesdale: What about a woman with
three or four children?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There is
an allowance for mothers. If a mother is
delicate and unable to work, and is paying
a certain amount of rent, we allow an addi-
tional amount.

Mrs. Cowan: I am glad to hear that.
Mr. MceCallum: You have been doing that

for quite a time.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.
Mr. 0 'Loghlen: There are not too many

cases in which you are doing it.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A good

any.

Mr, 0 'Loghlen: I got it for three, but
after a month it was cut off.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That may
have been temporary assistance for a special
reason.

Mr. Clydesdala: We are assisting over 50
families at present.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If a
mother goes out to work while her children
are attending school, it is only to be expected
that she should devote a certain amount of
her earnings towards the upkeep of the chil-
dren.

Mr, Clydesdale: She would be getting 9s.
a day to keep them on.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY; Yes,
which amount is more liberal than that paid
in any of the other States. If we increase
the scale much higher than it is at present,
it would be better to adept a scheme of com-
pulsory insurance and make everyone respon-
sible for a certain amount for charities, rail-
ing this, we might approach the Federal Gov-
ernment with a view to their waiving the
Federal amusements tax in this State. If we
could tax ammuiements for charity purposes
only, we would raise every penny necessary
for the upkeep of our charities, without
having to call on the Treasury at all.
Even if the Federal Government refused to
withdraw their tax on amusements, I would
go so far as to impose on amusements an
additional tax to be used entirely for chari-
table purposes. It is probable that pressure
would then be brought to bear on the Federal
Government to waive their amusements tax.
Complaints have been made regarding the ad-
ministration of the Children's Court. The
member fut East Perth (Mr. Sinons) men-
tioned that the court seemed inclined to send
incorrigible children to institutions. .In most
cases children are not sent to an institution
for a first offence if we consider that the
parents are capable of looking after the
children. Where there are no parents, or
where those in control neglect the children,
they arc committed to an institution. When
tbb court commit a child to an institution,
they do so simply because they think it is
in the interests of the child to do so. When-
ever there is an opportunity to release a child,
I avail myself of it, and I intend to do so
in future. If anyone will undertake the re-
sponsiblility of caring for a child, I make the
welfare of the child the first consideration
and release it. A child was committed to an
institution two years ago, and,, In ordinary
circumstances, would have remained there
several years longer. Since the commiittal,
the parents' circumstances have altered, and
T intend to let that child go back to its
parents on their promising to be responsible
and to care for it properly. In every case
I intend to follow this course where it Is in
tile inlterests of the child to do so, and the
members of the Children's Court are working
on the same lines. They are working well
with the department. The department is
doing good work in the placing out of child-
ren, and there have been quite a number of
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adoptions. A little child was recently
adopted by -foster-jparents who have an in-
come of £900 a year. That child has quite
a nice home to go to. We should feel proud
that there art- people of this descrip~tion
willing to take a little child off the State
and make it their own. people who waste
their mlon(ey do not realise what it would be
to give children a home. If they did realise
it, nmany more people would adopt children.
-Numbers of children are now being adopted
in the country, and efforts are being made to
extend that principle as far as possible. The
inciniher for Coolgardie made some observa-
tions with regard to tracing various eases of
maintenance. It is difficult to trace the
people concerned in every instance. Perhaps
there is no staff better suited for this purpose
than the police. These officers keep in touch
with various centres and are generally able
to obtain the information required.

Ttcm, Payment to women on whom children
are0 dependenit, £39,000:

'ifr. O'LOGHLEN: The policy of dis-
car-ding the faithful services of old employees
of the State in order to get positions f or the
itothers of children who are dependent upon

thle State is a wrong one. I put a case before
the Minister recently in regard to two old
servanjts.

The Colonial Secretary: They wvere given
SIX months' notice and then another three
months.

Mr. 0 'LOGHLEN: I admit they were
givenl nine months in which to prepare for
the termination of their services. They are
11ow on the scrap heap. T am speaking of
two old ladies who have acted as c-leaners.
One bad a son who was killed at the wvar,
mid the other had four sons, one of whom was
killed. One has been 19 years with the de-
partmlent, and another 17 years. One gets
an invalid pension, and possibly an old age
pension, and the other gets no pension at nll.
They were put out in order that the Charities
Deplartmnent might recoup itself hw getting
ii. two mothers of children who a-e dlependent
on the State.

The Colonial Secretary: The Ciharities De-
plartment had nothing to do with it.

Mr. 0 'LOOTILEN: It all comnes under the
Minister. f object to the policy of "'scrap-
ping" tilest faithful old servants in this ay.
No member has ever begrudged the expenli-
tare for this dlepartmlent to tile extent of
prompting the Minister to take the action
that ha! been taken in this ease. The
Minister um h e symnpathietic, hut sympathy
doees not provide food and raimecnt for these
old women. It would be nmnch better to allow
thosre mothers who have children dependent
on the State to look after then, ai,d obtain
the ordinary relief. The department should
have a kindly regard for thoew who have
worked for a (-oulile of decades in the service
of the State. They are e-onmnientiovi hottest,
and reliable woolen, and thle only reason for
putting them out was that they were growing
old.

Item, Aid to orphanages and industrial
sc'hools subsidies, £16,783:

MrIs. COWAN: I regret that the Chil-
dren 's Court was attacked just now in re-
gard to the number of children who were
sent to these institutions, and the cost that
it meant to the State. There is a good deal
of truth in the saying ''Bachelors' wives
and old maids' children.'' I do not think
the hon. member in question understood
what he was talking about.

Mr. 0 'Loglllen: Do yOu mnean me?
Mrs. CONVAN: The attack was quite an

unnecessary one. Apparently the hon.
member does not understand that members
of the conrt take a great interest in these
children, and that the children are never
taken from their parents unless it is in
tlleir interests to do so. The case men-
tioned by the hon. member is one in which
he interested himself considerably-at elec-
tion time.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen : That is a generous
observation to make.

Mrs. COWAN: Personally I know nothing
about the case as I was not in the court
at the time. I understand the view taken
by the mnagistrates was that if the parents
knew nothing about the doings of their
children for months together, and did not
know that they were out night after night
wvithou t any supervision, the parents had
no right to have the children in their
charge. I am glad to hear that the boys
have dlone so well since. If people would
offer to help the court as honorary proba-
tion officers, it would be a splendid thing,
and nmuch good might comec of it. The
Government cannot be expected in these
times to find all the probation officers re-
quired for this work. I do lnt know that
the court was not right in refusing to allow
people, who encoui-age children to take part
in entertain ilents iii which they are intro-
duced to gambling of the worst type, to
take over the charge of any children. Cer-
tainly no member of the Children's Court
would think it right to do that. I would
point out that associated with the Chil-
dren's Court are people who are giving
their time in an hlonorary' capacity and who
do their best to act in a true spirit of re-
form in regard to these children. I am
glad to see that aid is being given to in-
dnistrial schools and orphanages. We can-
not do without them; and the Government
must continue to subsidis them. I con-
gratulate the Government upon the splendid
reports that were sent in by Dr. Jull last
year, particularly the report in regard to
the (ilendalough school.

Mr. 'Mann: T'hat is closed now.
Mr. Simnons: The hon. member does not

know that.
Mrs. COWAN: I deprecate strongly the

attitude of some people who do not know
whlat they are talking about, but who for
personal advertisement attack the Children's
Court in order to gain publicity.
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Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I am sorry that the
mnember for West Perth in her closing
words was ungenerous enough to suggest
that certain action had been taken for
electioneering purposes.

Mrs. Cowan: It was suggestbd by out-
siders.

M r. O'LOGHLIEN: I hope the hon. mem-
ber will bring her judgment to bear upon
the question, and admit that people can be
prompted to a good action at other times
titan at election time.

Mrs, Cowan: I will, but the action has
niot beeni repeated since.

Mr. O'LOGRHILN: The bon. member
would take the same action next week or
next month. I would suggest to the mem-
ber of the Children's Court, who is present
to-night, that some reformtt might be
brought about in the matter of the publicity
that is given to the cases heard in that
court. There is a danger of impairing the
future of a child when publicity is given
to his case.

The Colonial Secretary: The names art
not published. -

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The "Daily New""
devotes a great deal of space to such mat-
ters, and the proprietor of that journal is
a member of the court.

Mrs. Cowan : That is not the only
journal: You must take ''Truth" into con-
sideration. The case which was published
in "Truth" a week ago was a scandal.
The ''Daily News'' has not published such
cases so far as I know. We deprecate this
being done.

Mr. O'LOGRELEN: The "Daily News"
published what they considered to be sonic
spicy matter about a ease. It was of no
special interest to the public, but must have
a damning effect Upon the future Of the
children.

Mrs. Cowan: Hear, heart
Mr. 0 'LOGELEN: I hope the hon. mem-

ber will bring her influence to bear upon
this point, and that the proprietor of this
journal will not use the privileged position
be occupies to injure people who are per-
haps unfortunate for the time being. That
paper the other day mnade a somewhat sen-
sational statement to the effect that about
800 books bad been stolen fromt the Parlia-
mentary library. It inferred that members
of Parliament were dishonest. I hope that
information was not given to this journal
because the proprietor is a member of the
library committee. I also trust that while
be is sitting on the Children's Court be
will remember that a boy or a girl may
easily have his or her future marred in this
country by having a, serious handicap
placed upon him or her as the result of the
manner in which a ease has been handled.
I trust he will give these wayward children
a fighting chance.

11r. SrMO7NS:- Sonme remarks have been
made regarding the administration of certain
persons conuected with the Children's Court.

I very much regretted to hear such slighting
references as those to "bachelor's wvires and
61d maids' children."y I should have thought
that the advocate of the special cause of women
would have refrained from slighting refer-
ences to that section of the community known
as "old maids.'' I do not think that the
vaudeville method of introducing matters of
that kind should be adopted in Parliament.
It is especially regrettable when one stand-
ing as the supposed champion of women
should hold this particular section of her own
sex up to ridicule. I am reminded that it is
possible for women to become wives and still
retain that soured disposition which is sup-
posed to be a monopoly of old maids.

Mrs. Cowant: It is not, you know.
M)r. SOIONS_\: I am also reminded of the

old adage: ''A woman's tongue for scandal
and a tian's tongue for wisdoin." I do not
like to hear male. or female members repeat-
ing gossip and scandal emanating from some-
one else, the source of which information can-
not be determined. I made reference to the
fact that there was inhumanity in the Child-
ren 's Court. I stick to that statement. I
gave concrete instances. Those concrete in-
stances have not been refuted. It is said
that action was taken by me on behalf of
four boys at election time. Similar actions to
that taken on that occasion by me have beentoing on for fifteen. years or fourteen years

efore the last elections.
Mr. Marshall: Quite right, 3.3T.
MUr. SIMONS: I was doing these things

long before the member for West Perth knew
that there was any such cause as that of
humanity. I still say there are women and
also men sitting on the bench of the Child-
ren's Court who are without the milk of
human kindness in their composition. They
do not know of some of those finest in-
fluences which make for humanity and jus-
tice. There arc women members of that
court who delight to discuss freely and openly
that most horrible operation of emasculation.
I cannot conceive of kindly disposed indi-
viduals, either male or femiale, discussing
freely such a horrible thing as that. Kind-
ness and a love of emasculation. cannot live
in the one being. I stand to everything I
have said. I regret having to talk thus, and
perhaps give rise to the suggestion that I
am departing from the traditions of chivalry
extended by men to wolmen, but I will not
sit in this House and be constantly taunted
and met with interjections without making
some reply. In doing this I am not forget-
ting that chivalry which'is due to the other
sex. If a member of the other Bex chooses to
come here and taunt and torment and tan-
talise other hon. members, she most expect
retaliation. I regret that under these cir-
cumstances I am forced to say these things,
although I have to express myself in what
may seem very strong language. I adhere
to what I said with regard to the wrong de-
cisions, the expensive decisions, the uaeeono-
inle decisions and the unwvise decisions de-
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livered at the Children's Court by old women
of both sexes.

The Minister for Works: By old women in
breeches.

Mr. SIMONS: I regret the bitterness and
sourness which has been shown to-night by
the member for West Perth. I thought
higher of her.

Mr. Lambert: It makes you wonder that
there are not more bachelors.

Vote put and passed.
North-West Department (Hon. P. Cole-

batch, Minister). The Premier in charge of
the vote.

Vote-North-West, £2,629:-
Mr. ANGELO: I asked the Premier the

other night if he would make a statement to
the House regarding the policy of the Gov-
ernment in connection with the North-West
and I understood he promised to make such
a statement.-

The PREMIER (Ron. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam) [9.50]: The member for Gas-
coyne is anxious to learn what is the Govern-
nment policy regarding the North-West. He
recently delivered a speech on this subject
and I have that speech here to let the House
know what he suggests.

Mr. Angelo: I want to know what tlhe Gov-
ernment policy is.

The PREMIER: I am paying the hon.
member a compliment. What is he annoyed
about? Naturally the policy of the Govern-
ment regarding the noyth-western portion of
the State is to secure its development. We
want every part of the State to be fully de-
veloped. The member for Gascoyne is
interested in bananas. That fruit can be
grown satisfactorily in many parts of the
North-West. Recently Mr. Easton travelled
over a large portion of the Kinmberley dis-
trict, and his report was made available a few
lays ago. That indicates that there is a very

extensive area of country available for pas-
toral and also agricultural purposes. We
want the North-West to be developed as soon
as possible, for the tropical products which
can be grown there can be used to supply
the markets in the south during the summer
months. The high duties which have been
imposedl by the Federal authorities have
drawn Attention to the necessity of develop-
ing our resources. Apparently there are
people who are willing to go into the North-
West in order to engage in tropical agri-
culture. Mr. Easton 's report is a most in-
teresting document, The rainfall in that
particular part of the State is very good and
is the heaviest in the State. The country
is ,well watered by many rivers of
very considerable size. A great por-
tion of the soil is always damp and
suitable for intense production. if
the development indicated in Mr. Easton's
report takes place, it will be a vecry fine
thing for Western Australia. Rice can be
grown there and yields of 40 bushels to the
acre hare been produced. Naturally there
are very few farms where rice is grown, but

it is already proved that it can be cultivated
in the State. In addition to rice, there is
an unlimnited scope for the growth of ban-
anas, pineapples, and other tropical fruits.

Mr. Pickering: And peanuts as well.
The PREMIER: Yes, a considerable

quantity of peanuts is imported each year.
The climate in the North-West is good. It
is said that white people cannot live there.
We have some very fine specimens of the
manhood of the North-West, not only in this
Chamber but in the Legislative Council As
well. Those men, who have spent most of
their lives in the North-West, do not seem
any the worse for their experience. I do not
know when it will be possible to have the
freezing works at Wyndham in full swing,
but I hope we shall be able to export meat
from Western Australia very soon. Everyone
knows that unless the cattle men can market
their meat, they can get no income at nil.
There is also very little market for sheep.
I believe the market for our meat will
improve and when that comes about, I.
trust the Wyndham Works will once more be
in operation. Vesteys and other meat works
in Australia have been closed down for a
year on account of the state of the market
and the exorbitant shipping freights and
high cost of handling. The present positioa
in the North-West, so far as the meat works
are concerned, is a serious matter for the
people engaged in this industry, and it is
due to them to get the works started as -soon
as it is possible. The works could not be
operated at present except with considerable
loss. It is to be hoped that the stocks of
meat in cold stores throughout the world
will 50011 be disposed of and that we shall
be able to once more embark upon that trade.

'Mr. Lamnbert: Russia could do with more
than a pound of steak.

The PREMIER: The war left the dif-
ferent countries of the world in such a con-
dition that they cannot pay for our meat.
Central Europe could take all we have. We
can only hope for the best in that direction.
The North-West is rich in many directions.
Owving to the state of the market, the pearl-
ing industry has not been flourishing. It is
going ahead a little now and I hope many
more boats will be operating in tlhe near
future. I believe there are great possibili-
ties Ahead of the whaling industry in the
northern waters. This should be a very
valuable industry as soon as Anoie enterpris-
ing person or company will start operations.

Mr. Lambertc A company is getting
ready to operate now. Two sldp's are already
on the stocks.

The PREMIER: I1 hope the 'y will soon
get to work. If the industry is established
it should be highly profitable to th-' State.
When in the 'North-West reeently, the mem-
ber for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale) was anx-
ious that I should appreciate the importance
and possibilities of this industry. In a voy-
age in a smnall boat, extending over a couple
of days, we had an opportunity of looking
into this matter. The fishing industry gen-
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erally presents great possbilities in the
North-West. People in Perth are paying
high prices for fish which we are importing.
From the waters of the North we could ex-
port very large quantities of fish after supply-
ing our own requirements. Whether enterpris-
ing people will embark upon the industry, re-
mains to be seen. We should make the posi-
tion known through the Agent General's
office and I am sure if we did so people
would be encouraged to embark upon this
industry. There is nothing speculative
about it. It-'is not like gold mining or bor-
ing for oil or other speculative ven-
tures. If properly established, there would
be great profits from the industry. It
is not necessary to say very much
about the pastoral industry, since that is so
very w-ell known. Wool, fortunately for the
north, is now at much better prices than for
some time it hies been. We ought to carry
in that country twice as many sheep as we
have there; a great deal of suitable country
is still unoccupied there. It is to be hoped
that in the future people will go out further
from the coast, and stock the country inland.
One cannot speak too highly of the people
who pioneered that country and are pioneer-
ing it. The life of the pioneer in the North
is not an easy or simple life. It involves
great sacrifices, especially in the ease of
young men.

Mr. Underwood: 'Most people who have
been there want to go back there.-

The PREMIER: Were I a young man of
25 who had managed to get away from there,
I would not want to go back. The other day
it was pointed out that of all the taxpayers
of the country the pastoralist is the most for-
tunate, because he pays the most. He de-
serves it. Recently some changes have been
made in the control of matters in the North.
A Commissioner for the North-West and an
engineer for the North-West have been ap-
pointed, and matters which hitherto have been
referred to Pe-rth will be decided on the spot.
There are srome big works-not very many,
it is true-to be done in the North. Such
works as the designing of a jetty will be re-
tamned by the Public Works Department; but
minor works will be designed by the engineer
for the North on the spot. It will be the
duty of the Commissioner to help as far as
he can in marketing what is grown in the
North, and to keep the Government advised as
to whnt can be done in any way to pro-
mote the comfort and convenience of the
residents of that part of Western Australia.
Settlement there is, no doubt, extremely scat-
tered. Tt is not quite so simple a matter to
control that territory stretching from Carear-
von to Wyndhamn, as it is to control the closely
settled regions of the South. We have the
pastoral industry established. We now want
men who will engage in tropical industries.
Cotton exports should eventually help the
North-West to bring considerable sums of
money into the State annually. We have got
to balauce the ledger with outside people,
and that can only be done by exports. With

regard to mining, the North produces diam-
ends as well as gold. I believe some shows
are bein worked up there, and one thing
leads to aother, and I hope to see that part
of Wesern Australia an active mining field,
There is, too, the chance of discovering oil
in the Kimberleys; at any- rate, the geologists
say so. It would be a very fine thing and
a very lucky day for Western Australia if
oil was discovered in the North-West. Pros-
pecting is now going on rapidly, and the re-
sult ought soon to be a discovery of an oil
well. Probably that discovery wonld mean
a profit of hundreds of thousands of pounds.
But capita) must be got in to help in the
work of discovery. 1 am glad to find that
sonmc of the people of this State are putting
their money into North-West enterprises.
During my recent visit to the North-West I
became convinced that the place ought to be
peopled far more than it is- The pastoral
areas are, of course, well patrolled, and I
know that they arc doing their duty by the
State. Other industries still await develop-
ment.

[Hon. G0. Taylor took the Chair.]

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [10.5): We
cannot pass the vote in a casual manner, with-
out any observations being offered. No one
doubts that it is great pioneering work that
has been and is still being done by the peo-
ple of the North, by people who are primarily
engaged in endeavouring to establish second-
ary industries. But that fact, surely, is not
sufficient for the requirements 'of Western
Australia, or to meet the national obligations
of Australia. If there "-as not an express
obligation upon the Commonwealth Govern-
inent to people, by means of financial assist-
anice and otherwise, the North of Austrnlia,
there certainly was an implied obligation on
the Federal Government to do those things.
If there is one charge that can be successfully
levelled against the Federal Government of
to-day, it is their neglect of their obligation
in that direction. At any rate, we are not
prepared to surrender our North-West to the
Federal Government in a similar manner to
South Australia's surrender of her Northern
Territory; we have witnessed tbe disgraceful
administration of the Northern Territory.
With regard to the 'levelopment of our North-
West--

The CHAIRMAN: I fail to see any item
in this vote for the development of the
North-West. The vote deals with salaries.
I think the hon. member had better make
his present speech on the Loan Estimates. I
am not stopping the hon, member. Tf he
wants to draw the Committee's attention to
any matter, he has the right to do so.

Mr. LAM1BERT: If this vote is not for
the development of the North-West, it can
only be a vote of the Charities Department.
The members from the North-West all de-
sire to see that part of the Country pro-
gress. The greatest wrong being done by
the Federal Government is the keeping of
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the north of Australia unpeopled while still
further peopling the big cities of the East-
ern States. The indebtedness of this State
is largely ascribable to the unbalanced con-
dition of trade and commerce. This young
State is being drained to the extenlt of
approximately seven million pounds per
annuml by the Federal Government; and
while they are imposing that heavy drain
upon us they are neglecting their obliga-
tions to the north of Australia. The most
vital question before the Comamonwealth to-
day is the peopling of the North. Of course
the difficulties are great, but no greater
than those overcome by California- The
mere appointment by the State Government
of a Commissioner and his assistant will
not meet the position. Certain industries
could be immediately established in the
North. So much has been demonstrated by
experiment in Northern Queensland. Every
member of the House should be impatient
until the Governnient evidence sonie lro-
gressive policy in this direction. It is not
a party question, for it affects the very
safety of Australia. It can be justly
claimed by nations desiring expansion that
they have a right to the unpeopled. lands
wherever they are to be found. If I were
the Premier of this State, I would plant
myself on the doorstep of the Prime Min-
ister and stay there until he recognised in
a practical way that he had to assist this
State to people the North. Only the other
day I had a letter from a M,%r. Jones, late
of Western* Australia but now a technical
expert in the cultivation of cotton under
the Queensland Government. From the
time when Lord Forrest was at the head of
affairs in this State, has Mr. Jones pointed
out the possibilities of growing cotton and
tropical and sub-tropical plants and fruit
in the North. But always his plea has been
ignored. The proposed centre of activity
was too far away; there was no kudos to
be gained, and iterefore this great terri-
tory stilt remains unoccupied. But surely
now, when we have haed the lessons of the
Great War, when we realise the necessity
for peopling the country with Anglo-Saxon;,
we canl miake at, appeal to the Federal Gov-
ernmeut, feeling confident that if they fail
us the Imperial Government, at all events,
will recognise the necessity for peopling
our unoccupied territory. If I appear to
speak warmly oin this subject it is only-
because I have deeply considered it ever
since boyhood. Generally when the develop-
ment of the North-West is voiced in this
Chamber, it is voiced in the terms of a
jetty to enable somebody to get a few bales
of wyool, or a few head of cattle, away The
Scaddan Government did provide facilities
up there in the shape of freezing works.
which unfortunately havye not been success-
f Ul.

Honl. WV. C. Angwin :Owing to the
market.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is so. But that is
by no means the only activity in which the

State Government could show their interest
in the development of that big rich terni-
tony. I hope the- new C ommissioner, with
his technical asgistant, will he able to
advise the Governmnt on the question of
commercially growing tropical and sub-
tropical fruit and pleats. I am afraid the
Commissioner will not do very much good,
His appointment was not justified. If. in-
stead of appointing a Commissioner, the
Government had called together the mem-
bers from the 'North, a policy could have
been formulated which would have given
some tangible practical results. I hope the
Government will realise the necessity for a
more vigorous developmental polity for the
North. The Federal Government ought to
be notified that they are not to he allowed
to go on draining this small State in order
to bolster up the big cities of the East.

The CHAIRM.%AN: We cannot have the
whole of the ramifications of Federation
discussed under this vote.

Mr. LAMBERT: Very well. Recent
geological disclosures point to the possibility
of the occurrence of oil in the Kiniberleys.
That is the first portion of Australia to he
tackled under a scheme of practical boring.
As was pointed out by the Premier, in the
flotation of oil companies, unless we can
get market interests, we cannot get men
who will provide sufficient working capital
to properly try out the country. I hope
the tovernmen~t will ask the Imperial Gov-
ernment to send to Western Australia the
best possible man for the purpose of testing
that country. The preliminary geological
examination, and the conclusions arrived at,
are'so important that it bohoves the Gov-
ernment to get the best possible geological
man to make a thorough survey of the North.
Only a casual geological survey has beetn
made. I hope the pieole of Autstralia will
focuss their attention upon the matter of the
encouragement the Goxe,-ument are prepared
to give for tile location of oil in commercial
quantities. I am not financially interested in
any of the oil concerns, but the geological
reports are of such great importance that the
Giover~nent would be justified in imnmedi-
ately procuring the services of the hest oil
expert available.

Mr. Underwood: But all the country is
held by two or three people.

Mr. LA2IBERT: True, but I would not
put any obstacle in the way of the develop-
mnent of this country.

Mr. Underwood: Why do not they bring a
geologist here?

Mr. LAMBERT: The matter is of too
great importance. These people hold their
concessions rightly tinder license granted by
the Crown, atid shoul be given the fullest
]possible opportunity to enjoy the privileges
they have rightly acquired.

Air. Underwood: And the rest of the citi-
zens should pay for the geologist's report?

Mr. LAM.%BERT: Thme bon. member should
not permit his Judgment to be warped by the
fact that some individuanls stand to make a

300
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little money out of these concessions. This
matter is of such importance to the State and
Commonwealth. that it behoves the Govern-
ment to procure the best man without delay,
so that thetse companies may he guided in
the initial stages of their activities.

The Minister for Works: We arc impressed
with that, and will see to it. You need not
argue it.

Air. Underwood: But if two or three people
have all the country, why not let themn pros-
pect for it themselves?

Mr. LAMBERT: The companies have
rightly acquired their licenses.

Mr. Underwood: Rightly acquired thme right
to search for oil, but we should not search
for- it for themn.

Mr. LAIMBERT: All the people of Aus-
tralia are interested in their activities, and
it is only right that thle Government should
guide them in thle initial stages when success
or failure will mean so much probably to the
State of Western Australia. The great ques-
tion of the development of thle North should
be dealt with, Aot in an abstract way, but in
a practical way. Members sliculd focus
their attention upon the obligations of the
Federal Government to us. We should tell
them that we as a State will not permit them
to go on building uip thle big Eastern cities
at our expense while the development of the
North remains neglected.

'Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [10,35): 1 very
much regret to have to conclude from the Pre-
miier's introduction of these Estimates that

lie has entirely failed to realise his and the
Goverment 'a responsibility for the develop-
niont of the North. As thle member for Cool-
gardie (Mr. Lambert) has pointed out, it
is not a matter of responsibility to the North-
West alone. It is not a nmatter of responsibility
to this State only. ft is a matter of responsi-
bility to the Commonwealth and to the
Empire. We are told that this depart-
ment has been created for the develop-
ment of the North. Therefore, I conl-
sider we urn justly entitled to speak on the
development of the North. The ordinary
functions of government in the North are%
carried out by existing departments, and this
departmient has been created for one purpose,
that purpose being the development of the
-North. Therefore, [ do not think it is out
of place to speak of the necessity for de-
veloping the North.

Tile CHAIRMAN: I cannot permit a wide
range of dincussion on this vote. There must
be a liamit to it.

Mr. ANGELO; But this dlepartmnent has
been created for one specific purpose.

The CHAIRMAN: The Estimates do not
say so.

Mr. ANGELO: We were told that thle de-
partment was created-

The CHAI[RMAN: I do not know what
you were told; the position is as I have ex-
plained it.

Mr. ANGELO: The Premier in introdluc-
ing the Estimates spoke of the development

of the North, and other mernbel-s who have
addressed themselves to these Estimates have
±ollowed suit. The Government fail to re-
alise that we have 2,000 miles of coast line
with only 8,000 people luhabitating it. That
alone shows the necessity for the peopling of
the North being taken in hand immediately
and in something like an earnest fashion. In
the other States there is on loot a project of
a million farms for a million people. The
reason given for this is the necessity for
pop ulating the empty spaces. flow Imc
more necessary is it to adopt something of
the kind for Western Australia? The Gov-
erunmeut tell uts that they intend to spend
large suins of umoney iii the South-West for
the purpose of defence and protection. We
have heard that large sums of money are to
be expended on the development of our wheat
areas for the- same purposes--defence and
protection. Yet here we have 2,000 miles of
coast line, the must vulnerable part of the
country adjacent to lands containing millions
of foreigners, and not a penny of expenditure
is proposed for dlevelopment. The Government
have enunciated a policy to bring under oc-
cupation the unused land of the South-West.
We are told that the vacant land adjacent to
our- railways must be utilised. What it
other nations adopted the same attitude with
regard to the North and said, "'If you do
not people and occupy it, you should give
it up to those who will occupy it''?
The Premier tells us wve should produce ban-
anias, peanuts and pineapples, and that we
should catch fish. Experts in the Agricultural
Department have told him that from the
North we can produce a very large proportion
of the commodities that are at present inm-
ported into the State-0flOO,000 wortL last
year.

The Ministe- for Works: Have you got
themi all classified?

'Mr. ANGELO: Yes, and I amn prepared
to hand the list .to the -Ministes. I have
frequently heard the 'Minister for the North-
West advocating those very things which the
member for Coolgardie and others in this
Chamber have advocated should be done in
the North, but nothing has been done. In order
to get population there facilities must be given
to the settlers. The ships on the coast are so
crowded that it is impossible to get a berth.

Mr. .Mann:; Get the traffic and you will
get nmore ships.

Mr. ANGELO: The companies will not
Put onl mlore ships while the Governuient are
carrying onl the State Steamship Service.

Mr. 'Marshall: Do you advise withdrawing
that service?

Mr. ANGELO:. The Government should
have a State Steamship Service for the de-
velopmnent of thle North, but it shonld be pro-
perly Ra, not in thme present haphazard
manie-. They say that their steaumers are
not paying. It is impossible to make the
"Bamnbra'' pay) . She is larger than the
''Mfindereo'' and yet she can only carry
3,000 sheep) fully loaded, whereas the "Xii-
deroo,'' a somaller boat, can carry 6,000 sheep.
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The I'IBasubra''I was not built for that coast,
and has not been properly fitted. She is
bound to be a losing propositio.

The Minister for Works: She is only a
mdkeshift.

Mr. Mean She cost us nothing.
Mr. ANGELO: Even a gift may prove to

be a costly thing. I urge upon the Govern.
meat to give travelling facilities along the
coast and enable us to get our produce to
market. If they cannot run the State Steam-
ship Service properly they should let someone
else do it. There are three steamers trading
to Singapore which also trade along the coast,
bu t we may lose those boats at any time.

Mr. Mann: They have been running for
years.

Mfr. ANGELO: The Navigation Act may
yet compel these boats to carry white crewvs.

Mir. Mann: They have exemption.
Mr. ANGELO: The Prime Minister of the

Commonwealth cannot guarantee that exemp-
tion. The seamen may threaten to strike un-
less white crews are put on these boats, and
the Federal Government, who will not care
what happens to the North-West coast, will
give way in order to obviate a strike in the
rest of Australia.

Air. Marshall: We are giving you an aerial
service.

Air. ANGELO: We did not ask for it.
We are glad to have mail facilities, but what
Will an aerial service do towards populating
the North-West? The Federal Government
will doubtless tell us that this is another ad-
vantage we derive from Federation, whereas
it is merely an experiment in connection with
defence.

Mir. Mfoney: Is it not their responsibility
to do many of the things you are speaking
about?

Mr. ANGELO: Yes. The Premier said
tl'at the country should be carrying more
sheep. I agree, but more sheep cannot be
carried without railway facilities to take the
wool to port. It is not a payable proposition
to grow sheep if wool has to be carted more
than 200 miles.

Mr. Mann: You do not suggest a 300-mile
railway in the Cascoyne.

[Mfr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

Mir. ANGELO: I have suggested a rail-
way of 105 miles in length from Carnarvon to
the junction. I proved to the House that it
would make a profit of £15,000 a year from
the time it was opened.

The Minister for Works: On a capital of
£E700,000?

Mr. ANGELO: T feel sure that I could get
a tender for less than £400,000. We do not
want an elaborate railway such as is usually
built by the Public Works Department. The
railway could be utilised for the carrying
of sheep. We should be able to double our
carrying capacity if we had spur lines run-
fling inland from the coast. Thousands of
acres were made available by the Marble Bar

railway; that country could not carry sheep
profitably before.

Mr. Man: The railway does not pay.
Mir. AN~GELO: No. In my district pas-

toralists pay from Is. 6d. to 2s. per ton per
mile for the cartage of their wool, whereas
the people farther north get their wool to
port for 6d. per ton per mile by the railway.

Hon. IV. C. Angwin: And the pastoralists
in your district would soon want freight at
the same rate, and it would be a repetition
of the rabbit-proof fence affair.

Mr. ANGELO: The pastoralists are wl
ling to pay Is. per ton per mile if they an
get the railway.

The Minister for Works: Would the traffe
pay on the capital which would have to be
expended, and on the wages which would have
to be paid?

Mr. ANGELO: We ire still awaiting the
report which the Premier promised.

The Minister for Works: You do not want
a report when you know the railways would
cost £700,000.-

Mr. ANGELO: flow can that be? There
is not a single culvert to be built or a cutting
to be made.

The Minister for Works: That does not
matter. Rtails and fastenings would cost
£300,000, the sleepers £107,000, and then you
Would hav-e to do the work.

Mr. ANGELO: There are no engineering
dlifficulties. I must have been erroneously
advised by the engineers of the Minister's
department. My figures were based on in-
formation supplied from that source.

The Minister for Works: Probably you
did not understand it.

Mr. ANGELO: We will await that report
with much interest. An hon. member by way
of interjection asked what we wanted the
Government to do in the North-West. We
want the Government to provide steamer
transport. I have already indicated why we
wvant those facilities. The Government must
provide a reliable service or else get out
and induce someone else to engage in that
trade. We want the hinterland opened up
by spur lines from the coast. We want a
certain amount of agricultural land cut up
into smaller holdings. There have been people

who endeavoured to secure land but have been
turned down, in one instance, after waiting
for a year.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: Have you heard of
Kitson Hunter?

Mr. ANGELO: No, but I know of Hol-
lins, who was prepared to spend a lot of
money in developing the land in the North-
West. After waiting for over a year with-
out getting land, he went back to Victoria.
Five months ago, I took a syndicate of three
or four men, all old inhabitants of Western
Australia, to the Minister for the North-West.
They were prepared to start a banana and
pineapple plantation but, after five months,
thosge men are still waiting for land.

The Premier: And we have no bananas
yet!
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Mr. ANGELO: Another gentleman came
from Queensland. He represents a syndi-
cate in that State and the Premier has given
an assurance that if this man is satisfied
with the land, he wvill facilitate his work in
getting that land. I am convinced that the
Premier will, in this instance, do all he can
to assist in that direction.

The Premier: He is the best man you
have brought in so far.

Mr. ANGELO: That is hardly fair to the
others.

The Premier: Yes, it is.
Mr. ANGELO: The men I have mentioned

would have gone on with their proposition if
they had secured the land. Over a year ago
I asked, on behalf of a number of workers at
Carnarvon, that the workers' homes scheme
should be extended to that centre. Nothing
has been done yet. The extensioa of the
scheme to places such as Carnarvon would
encourage people to remain there and the
present sparse populations would he in-
creased, while it would tend also to absorb
some of the surplus population in the
larger centres throughout the State.

-The Premier: You can get the money to
build the home;, but you want us to build
them for you.

Mr. ANGELO: I only want an officer to
go up there to explain the operations of the
scheme and approve of the building sites.

Mr. Mann: Is there no builder at Car-
narvont

Mr. ANGELO: Yes, there is one.
Mr. Mann: Then you only want the money.
Mr. ANGELO: The trouble is that the

operation of the scheme has never been ex-
plained to the people there. A tremendous
obligation rests on the Government of West-
ern Australia in carrying out the govern-
mental functions in so large an area as we
possess. I do not think any set of men,
though they be the cleverest nien in the
world, can possibly do that satisfactorily.
After visiting the South-Western portion of
the State and seeing the huge extent of won-
derful country awaiting development there, I
have conme to the conclusion that it is not a
fair thing to ask any Government to tackle
the task of developing the whole of the State.
The Government should spend all their time
in developing the South-West and give us an
opportunity of setting up our own State in
the North-West and looking after our own
affairs. The only way to develop the North-
West is to set aside a large sumn of money
for that specific purpose. We should ask
the Imperial Government or the Federal Gov-
ernent to share in the responsibility.

The Minister for Agriculture: What has
the Federal Government done for the North-
ern Territory9

Mr. ANGELO: I do not want the Fed-
eral Government to do it; I want the Pre-
mier to secure a loan of two millions or so
from them, for the development of the North.
While that will not go very far it will give
u3 a start. A million pounds would give us
four new steamers. If we had adequate ship-

ping facilities half our trouble would he over.
Before the war private shipping companies
w~ere able to make the business pay.

Mr. Money: Were you satisfied with their
service?

M r. ANGELO: We were, to a certain ex-
tent- but, unfortunately, the Adelaide Steam-
ship Company and the Singapore boats prac-
tically created a monopoly. The result of
this was that Forrest, Emanuel, and Co.
secured the whole of the space. That, of
course, was not satisfactory to the people of
the North-West. I consider, however, that
the provision of State steamers to develop
the North-West is just as essential as rail-
ways are necessary in the South-West, al-
though I do not believe in State enterprise,
where the work can be done equally well by
private enterprise.

The Minister for Works: Would these
ships be able to get full cargoes each time
they called at -the various ports?

Mr. ANGELO: I am certain They would.
At the present time, there are 200,000 sheep
in the Gascoyne district alone which cannot
be taken away because we have not the
steamers to lift them.

Mr. Money: If you could get them anay,
you could not sell them.

Mr. ANGELO: We could send them to
Singapore and Java.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That would only be
a temporary arrangement.

Mr. ANGELO: That is so, but as we de-
velop the North-West, so the increased car-
goes will be available.

The Premier: As soon as the freezing
works are in operation, that position will be
rectified.

Mr. ANGELO: When the works are in
operation, we will be able to despatch ease
stuff and frozen cargo generally. I want tho
Government, however, to realise the possi-
bilities of development in the North-West
and their responsibility regarding that de-
velopment. They have the responsibility in
two ways: the responsibility of immediately
developing the North, or the responsibility
of saying that they are not able to do it.
There arc people prepared to go into indus-
tries in the North, providing facilities for
transport are given them. There are people
prepared to take up pastoral proposi-
tions in the North, providing the Gov-
ernment give them facilities for bringing
their wool into port: at present it does not
pay to cart wool more than, say, 250 miles.
There are people prepared to undertake
minor agricultural pursuits there when the
Government have cut up the land. After
being here for three years I was at last able
to get a surveyor sent up to the Gescoyne.
But the Gascoyne is only one district where
closer settlement could take plece in the
North. Is the surveyor now at Carnarvon
to come back to Perth after finishing his work
on the Gascoyne, or is he to go on cutting up
land, equally rich, on the rivers further
north' We of the North w-ant closer settle-
ment, and some proper Goverancnt policy of
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development for the North. Some of the
lands of the 'North aust be cut up for closer
settlement, ready for the people.

The Mfinister for Works: No policy will
develop the -North if you have not got the
people.

Mr. ANGELO: We wvill get the people,
if only the North is opened up for them. I
spoke of Mr. Rlling, wino ixas prepared to
bring t30,OI00 for the purpose of closer settle-
Bment on the (lascorne.

The Prvmier: He was not prepared to
bring £30,000.

Mr. ANUELU: The Premier is entirely
wrong there.

The Premier: I say no. I say you are
wrong.

Mr. ANGELO: The Premier sent this gen-
tlennan with me to 'Mr. 'Morris to make the
nec-essar y arrangements.

The Premier: I know alt about it. There
was no £30,000.

,\r. ANGELO: One of the conditions was
that the land should be available immediately
a sum of £250 had been paid for survey
fees. Mr. Hollings offered his cheque
straight away. But nothing was done. So
the thing went on. The unfortunate part of
it was that the Premier would have had to
introduce a Bill into Parliament. I think
that was really what blocked the matter.
However, there is the ease of other people,
who waited for five months, who have not
yet got a reply as to whether they can get
land.

The Premier: It is no use talking like
that. The land is being cut up now.

Mfr. ANGELO: Only the other day I went
to the office of the 'Minister for the North-
West and said to the secretary of the de-
partment, "What about the applications f rot
these people"? I could mention the names;
they are people here. The reply I got was,
''That matter is not finalised. yet." It is
five months since I introduced the deputa-
tion. It is all nonsense to say-

The Premier: You are quite right; it is
aill nonsense.

Mr. ANGELO: I can prove it to the
Premier to-morrow morning.

The Premier: I will bet you you canl't.
Mr, ANGELO: Let the lands be surveyed

and cut uip. I believe a report came down
yesterday by the "Gorgon'' that a certain
area of [and had been cut up on the Gas-
coyne. Three weeks ago I bnndeid to the
Minister for the 'North-West a petition signed
by 26 people wvho wish to take up garden
blovks oni the Onsacoyne-O-acrye blocks. That
size of Mlork is quite large enough for closer
Settlemient. On the Gasenyne a manl !.an
mnake a good1 living on 30 acres uinder irriga-
tion. The l'reinier tells us we should grow
bananas andi pine-apples there. We ought to
bave bigger lint-s in view. How is it that in
Queensland, in the sanme latitude, the dairying
industry has gone ahead so well. We ought to
be inairying on the Guascoyne.

The Premier: Welt, why arean't you!

Ron. W. C. AkugWil: Because they prefer
to keep their land uinder sheep.

Mr. ANGELO: The trouble is that the
Government do not realise the possibilities
of the North, dlo not know the conditions ex-
istingethere. I shaill not detain thle Commit-
tee further except to ask the Government
again, whether they are going to tait-e the
question of the North seriouly !in baud, or
whether they nre going to be honest anti say,
"'We cannot do it, but w will asist you
northern people to formt a State of your own,
and then you i-an work out your own salva-
tion'I'Y

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fremantle)
(11.8]: Having listened attentively to the last
speaker, I am of opinion that the best thing for
the hon. member to do is to Bead in his resig-
nation as a Parliamentary represenative.

MNr. Angelo : Why?
Hon. W. C. ANGWIR . I shall tell the hon.

member why in a few minutes. To-night he
has been appealing to the Government to honror
and spend several millions of money for the
opening up of the North-West, the necessity for
which proceeding the hon., member has pointed
out in detal. He says, " Start off by bonrowing
a million." That million is to buy ships. The
hon. member says. " We can get tour steamers
for a, million. Let the Government start off
with that.' Then the hon. member wants a
railway, which the Minister for Works says will
cost £C700,00.

Mr. Angelo: The Mlinister is wrong.
The M1inister for Works : No! The Vinister is

right.
Hon. W. C. AKCIlN: The railway is guaran-

teed a return of so and so much from the ear-
riage of wool. It was the game thing with the
rabbit-proof fence in the North. The State
spent £00,000 on that and, when the fence was
finished, the pastoraliats did not pay.-

Mr. Angelo:- That is wrong. I explained that
matter the other night, and moreover to the
satisfaction of your leader.

Hon. W. 0. ANOWI1N : That is all right. My
leader knows all about it too.

'1r. Angelo: He does now.
Hon. W. C. ANG WIN: Front the "West

Australian" of the 2nd July last, which is not
very long ago, I learned that the Primary Pro-
ducers' Association had held a meeting and had
passed a resolution declaring that in the opinion
of the executive the continued financial drift of
the State, and the failure of past Governments
to cope with the yearly increasing deficit, ren-
dered it obligatory on the Country Party to
make every effort to comply with plank 11 of
the par-y's platform, which plank provided for
economical administration of (overnrvent de-
partmeonts and economical expenditure of public
funds. The resolution further asserted that the
absence of efforts by past Governments to bring
their expenditure within their income had al-
ready prejudiced the credit of the State, and
that as the Country Party were now earnying
equal responsibilities in the administration of
the State, it was incumbent upon the party to
insist that the deplorably extravagant adminis-
tration of the past should cease, and that every
constitutional move must he made to place the
finances of the State on a satisfactory basis.

1931



[24 NOVSmBSE, 1921.] 13

Mr. Angelo: That resolution does not refer
to loan moneys, you know !

Hon. W. C. AJNGWIN: The resolution speaks
of public funds, and loan moneys are public
f unds. That is one of the planks of the platform
of the hon. memnbgr who just now has been asking
the Government to raise money by the million.
That bon. member stood at; the; last general
election as an adherent of the Country Party.

Mr. Angelo: M1y friends want a million bor-
rowed for the development of tbe South-West.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Only one member of
the Country Party has demanded expenditure
in the South-West, and that is the member for
Sussex. The other members of the Country
Party have been all for the wheat belt. As I
have said here before, when it was a matter of
providing potato storage for the South-West,
the proposal was supported only by the member
for Sussex and the 'member for Bunbury.

Hon. P. Collier: The Leader of the Country
'Party has no time for the South-West at all.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN:. There is no doubt that
the North- West will have to he developed.

Air. Angelo: Now we are on common ground.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But the present tine

is net opportune for developing the North-West,
by reason of the dearness of money. ,

Mr. Angelo: You will lose the North-West if
3 ou do not develop It very quickly.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:- We are in a very
awkward position in respect of the developmnent
of the North-West, because by recent. legislation
we have blocked that very development for 40
) ears.

Mr. Angelo:- It does riot prevent closer settle.
ment.

Hon. W. C. ANOWI N: To a large extent, it
does. Of course if the agriculturist goes in
there, closer settlement can be brought about,
but there can be no closer pastoral settlement
for the next 40 years. However, that does not
absolve my friend fronm the pledge he has given
to his party to support economy at all costs.
To-night he has been voicing, not the views of
the Country Party, to which he belongs, but the
views of the electors of Gascoyne. When he
joined the Country Party I told him he was
making a mistake, but I scarcely thought he
would ever demonstrate it so clearly as he has
done to-night. If we were to spend every penny
of our money on the development of the North-
West it would be but a drop in the ocean. Re-
cently a friend of mine got together a party of
17 or 18 soldiers prepared to take up land in the
North. Many of them were trained in tropical
agiiculture. They went to the Minister for the
North-West and also to the Lands Department,
hut they did not get any encouragement at all,
and there is abroad a suspicion that the land
they uvanted is being held for some favoured
applicant.

Mr. Angelo: Where ia the land!
Hon. W. C. AKOWIN:- The hon. member

ought to know, for I am under the impression
that the representative of the party saw him in
regard to the proposal.

Mr. Angelo: Is it land on the Gascoyne t
Hon. W. C. AINOWIN: Yes, land in the Gas-

coyne district.
Mr. Angelo: The member for Kimberlev (Mr.

flurack) tells me it is in the Kimberley district.

Hon, W. C. ANOWIN:. I believe it is in the
Gascoyno district. I advised my friends to see
the member for Cascoyne, who, I hoped, would
enthusiastically take up the matter. However,
at the present time it is quite useless to think Of
indulging in any big scheme entailing the ex-
penditure of enormous sums of money such as
the hon. member has outlined to-night, especially
when it is remembered that some of us have
signed plank it of the platform of the Country
rarty.

Mr, DURACK (Kimberley) (11.-16): The im-
portance of this subject justifies me in asking
the Premier to report progress so as to give
opportunity for further consideration.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Aborigines, £ 8,385-s&greed to.

This concluded the general Estimates.

Public Utilities:
Vote-Aborigines Cattle Station (Moola Bula&),

£1 1,503; Albany Cold Stores, £264 ; Avondale
and Harvey Estate, £1,500--agreed to.

Vote-Butter factories, £34,259 :
Mr. MONEY : I1 should like an explanation of

the increase of £7,756.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE : That

is in relation to the Busselton factory.
Hon. P. COLLIER:- I should like to know how

many factories are covered by this vote. I
understand it has nothing to do with subsidised
factories.

The MIENISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:. Pro-
vision for subsidised factories comes under Loan
Fund. They are run entirely by the respective
compaiecs.

Mr. McCallum:; Where is the State f actory
The MINISTER TOR AGRICULTURE: At

Busselton. That is the only State factory.
M r. McCallum: Whet about Denmark?
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE : That

is non.evistent.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: What about Albany?
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE : That

is another subsidised company. This vote is
entirely -for the Busselton factory,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: What was the loss last
year ?

The IMINSTER FOR AGRICULTURE : There
was a profit of £1,200 or £1,500.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We have not seen the
balance sheet.

The AMSTER FOR AGRICULTURE : It
is in the report of the Department of Agriculture.
This is the first occasion on which I have known
the member for North-East Fremantle to miss
anything.

Mr. Money : Is it expected that the £7,756
excess will come back to tie Government ?

The Premier: Yes.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: We

have to spewd this money but will get it back.
Hon. W. C. ANGWTN: I am surprised that

the member for Sussex (Mr, Pickering) is not
raising his voice in opposition to this butter
factory. If I were opposed to the principle of
Government trading, I would object to it wher-
ever it existed, I would not object to it when
an enterprise was located in some other electorate
and remain silent when the undprtaking was
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in my own district. We should have had some
information regarding the output of this factory
and the interest, sinking fund, and depreciation
charges.

The Premier: You established this factory.
Hon. W. C, ANQWIN: But the member for

Sussex said all trading concerns should be closed
down.

The Premier: I agZree with him.
Hlon. W. C. ANOWIN : I do not. Members,

after having bean briefed by some outside body,
come hare and make untrue statements regarding
the S'tate trading conerns for the purpose of
condemning them.

Mr. Pickering: That is not fair.
Hon. P. Collier: Well, influenced.
Ron. WV. C. ANOWIN : But when ib affects a

trading concern in their own district, they say
nothing about it.

IMr. Pickering: I spoke about it.
]Eon. W. C. ANOWIN : Here is a vote of

£34.259, and the hon. member sits back quietly
as if he thoroughly believed in State trading
concerns. Presumably, he does, so long as they
are in the Sussex electorate.

Mr. Pickering: I am nob taking any exception
to it.

Ron. P. Collier: Why not be consistent?
Rion. W. C. ANOWIN : If the Premier brings

down a bill for the sale of the State trading con-
cerns, will he include in it the Jlusselton butter
factory ?

The Premier: Vet.
Ron. W, C. ANOWIN : Members on the Gov.-

erment side say that the principle of State
trading is bed. I say it is good. If I had my
way, I would start a few more concerns.

Mrl. Money : It would be better to assist pri-
vate enterprise. It has turned out all. right at
Bunbury.

Ron. W. C. AXOWIN: .Unfortunately for the
people, a, war occurred and the price of butter
became very high. For many years the Bun-
bury company had great difficulty in mneeting
their engagemnents to the Government.

Alr. 31oney:. They met them.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Yet members expect

all other trading concerns to meet their engage-
ments at once.

Mr. Money: The Bunbisry factory is not a
State trading concern..

Hon. W. C. ANUWIN: It was started with
State money. What a row there is about the
Wyndham Meat Works! The position theme is
due to the fact that the bottom has fallen out of
the meat market.

Mr. Money: Would not it be better if that
were a private enterprise assisted by the State?7

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN : The works would never
have been constructed. The people of Wyndham
were as anxious as anyone for the Government
to start those meat works, and yet they objected
to the proposal of the present Premier, when he
was Minister for Lands some years ago, that
there should be a stock tax. I hope the member
for Sussex will be abile to justify the Oovernment
in continuing this trading concern at Busselton.
If the principle as applied to my electorate is
bad, it is equally bad when applied to the Sussex
electorate. The hon. member has continually
condemned the principle of State trading con-
cerns. If he intends to be politically honest, he

should tell the Government they have no right
to continue these works, but should sell them.

Mr. Pickering: It would not do to be politically
honest in that way.

Hon. W. C. ASOGWIN : If the hon. member
did take such action, I would oppose him. This
trading concern appears under a new heading-
"Public 'Utilities." The Busselton Butter Fac-

tory, the Wyndham Meat Works and the State
Ferres are not public utilities but trading con-
cerns.

'Mr, Pickering: This factory is not in com-
petition.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is in competition
with the Bunibury factory and with 'Macfariana's
factory. So far ns other State enterprises are
concerned, everything is wrong in the eyes of the
hon. member and he has stressed the detrimental
effect he claims they have had upon the State.

Vote put and passed.

Votes-Goldfields Water Supply Under-
taking £130,903; Goverument Refrigerating
works, £7,450; Kalgoorlie Abattoirs, £;3,813;
Metropolitan Abattoirs and Salcyards, £ 15,-
103-agreed to.

Vote-Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewer-
age and Drainage, F120,491:

Mr. M~cjALLUM:A The Minister for Works
inade certain promises in Teference to the
'fetropolitan water supply. It have always
thought that a promise made by him would
hie kept. Re stated in answer to a question of
inine at the beginning of the session that
Ithere would be ample water to meat the
summer requirements of Fremantle, and that
Ihiere would be no further nieed to worry. The
sumimer has scarcely started and yet, on three
morn ings this week, I have been unable to
get a shower in my house. The supply is
worse now than it was at this time last year?

The Mlinister for Works: I am making a
note of the matter, and will go into it.

Mr. MecALLUM: I believe a reservoir
has been built at East Fremantle but that
does not affect the South Fremantle district.

The Minister for Works: What is the
?LOB Of talking tomm~y rot?

Mr. MeCALLUMf: Does the Minister know
more about the water supply in my home than
A do myself? He should listen to reason. 1
am not going to be bullied or bounced by him,
Let him keep his temper and not talk in that
way.

The Minister for Works: You keep your
temper. I ant quite calm.

.Mr. MeCALLUM: I ask that the words
"tommly rot"' be withdrawn.

The Minister for Works: I withdraw
''tommy rot'' and will rail it ''Thomas
-rot "1 and Ir withdraw that, too.

M1r. McCALLfLi: Fancy getting this kind
of tomfoolery frm a. Minister of the Crown!

The Minister for Works: I object to the
expression "tomfoolery."''My name is not
''Toni,'" and T am lnt a fool.

'Mr. Lutey: The word "Thomnas" should
he withdrawn.

The, Minister for Works: T do withdraw it,
hut I do not like ''tomfoolery." All this
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has happened because a man cannot get a
shower. If hie requires information he can
get all he wants.

Mr. McCALLTIM: I asked the question
early in the session, because I knew how
acute the position was last summer, and I
accepted the Minister's word that there would
be an improvement.

The Minister for Works: The Minister does
not break his word.

Mr. MeCALLUM:ll 1 gave him credit for
not doing so.

The Minister for Works: I am not respon-
sible, because you cannot get a shower.

Mr. McCALLIJM: I am told I am talking
tommy rot when I tell the Minister what I
know about my own house.

The CHAUIRMAN: The Minflister has with-
drawn that; get on with your speech.

The Minister for Works: Why do you not
come to the department instead of wasting
our time like this?

Mr. MeCAJLEJM: I shall take as mutch
time as I like.

The Minister for Works: I will not listen
-to you.

Mr. McCALLEJM: It does not trouble me
what the Minister does.

The Minister for Works: Nor does it
trouble moe what you do.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The Press hare pub-
lished certain information indicating that the
Government were making certain improve-
mients in the water supply, and that there
wonid be no -water famine again in the metro-
politaa area. We have to pay heavy rates
for our water and people are paying for water
they never get. There is a new house going
up now in my electorate and a request has
been made that water shonid be laid on by
means of a pipe line running a. few. hund red
yards down the street. The Minister refused
to do this unless there was a guarantee that
the cost would be met for the cu r-
rent year, notwithstanding that water rates
have been paid for many years past for noth-.
iag. The administration of our water supply
is undemocratic. It shows incompetency,
and lack of imagination, as to the require-
meats of the people. Public utterances
have been wade about an improvement in
the position, and now, before thae summer
has fairly started, people are unable to get
sufficient- water for domestic requirements.
When one asks for information from the
Minister one is treated in an uncouth
manner, and he leaves the Chamber and de-
clines to answer questions. Ali we get is
tbis spoilt child attitude on the part of the
Minister who runs out because lie feels
hurt, just Eike the little boy who refused
to play with another on account of an argu-
ment he has had with him. The whole
thing is childish, He will not play in our
back yard because he has had a row with
the boy next door. Perhaps. it is no wonder
the people of the metropolitan area will
have to go without an adequate water sup-
ply. They will not' tolerate it, and will
keep him busy with their complaints be.
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fore the summer is out. I will see that all
the complaints that come to me regarding
water supply troubles in my district, are
despatehed to the Minister. I will see he is
bombarded with them.

Rion. W. C. ANG-WIN: I am sorry the
Premier did not agree to postpone con-
sideration of this vote. There are many
complaints voiced in my electorate regard-
ing the water supply. Probably no district
in the metropolitan area is progressing
more than East Fremantle. People there
have offered to pay a guarantee but the
Government have not provided tho necessary
water supply, because they cannot find the
money to put down the pipes. There is
a very fine reservoir within a stone's throw
of where these -people require a service.
That water is mostly needed for shipping
purposes. For many years, the Fremantle
water supply contributed handsomely to the
revenue of the State. When the Fremantle
scheme was linked up with the metropolitan
scheme, the rates were doubled hut the
peopile htave been suffering from- greater dis-
advantages than they experienced previ-
ously. The people in the Fremntle district
havec now to pay their share in the big
capitalisation of the whole metropolitan
scheme. With rates doubled, the people
naturally expect better supplies. I had
anticipated that the Minister would have
made a statement to the Committee dealing
with the metropolitan water supply, regard-
ing which the people are becoming rather
uneasy. Certain provisions should be made
to cope with the developments which will
takc place in the future.

Progress reported.

Hoeuse adjournted at 11.45 p.m.
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Tme PRESIENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.
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